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“to the violation of law and the disturbance of the
“peace of the country.”

All the other European nations, having West African in-
(erests, approvcd this stipulation and  acted accordingly.

[t was a European, too, who made possible, the annex-
 ation of the Statc of Maryland in Liberia to the Republic,
and althoagh we have lost the greater portion of that beau-
tiful territory, what remains is ,gt'ﬂl,;.:ﬁhvaluable province.

I need not continue’ a perhaps¥gearisome enumeration of
the obligations under “which ¥e iligve/'been placed as a
people, by the European. ywolaad b

Many favors received by us, not mentiored here, will
§pontaneously recur to you. e} jenis

By our Organic Statute we2shut him out from citizen-

<hip, and denied him the right of holding rea: estate in fee

simple. No objection was offered to this by the European.
The - correctness of the principle was at once acknowledged

The illustrous Woashington, the first President of the
United States of America, in his farewell address to hls
countrymen upon retirement from public life remarked: “that

it is folly for one nation to look for disinterested favors

from another.”

. The European having stood shoulder to shoulder with
us in the organisation and building up of this State nat-
trally expected his reward. Shut out from privilege and
property, but one thing remained with which to compen-
cate him for his services, that was Commercial Freedom.

The Fathers of the Country, the men who took the de-
cisive step of declaring our independence, hastened to ac<
cord this ‘to him. But our policy of Commercial freedom
to the Europesn lasted but fifteen short years

With'n that period commenced those bitter party-strug-
oles which for many years retarded the advancément and
progress of the country. And so retrogression set in In
1853, on a suspicion that Europeans incited: the natives to
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rebel, but probably at the dictation of the Liberian traders,

then all-powerful with the electorate. the Port of Entry
bl was passed. |

Qur European friends protested, but they loyally obeyed

the law and withdrew their factories and ships from the
cuast. |

—

A suspicion became prevalent that we were ungrateful,

and interest in Liberia and the Liberians gradually grew
less. ' |

The interests of the world are so linked that the decline

of interest in us and in our affairs politically, reacted a-

gainst us in more than one direction.

Our policy probably caused that slakening in missionary
efforts and work in Liberia which after the passage of the port

of entry law became more and more apparent in some di-
rections each succeeding year. |

. But it is more, perhaps, to the purpose to inquire, whether
we were helped by this departure from original lines?

The restrictive policy has been persisted in for forty yearsl_
Are our traders richer than they were in 1864? Has the

national capital increased? Did the exclusion of the European
trader prevent native wars? No, they went on as before
and indeed became more formadable, and often were not

allayed but by the assistance and direct intervention of
that suspicious person.

He is still our banker. He still furnishes capital for our
business enterprises. His money is still being poured out
to build churches, to p1y ministers, s:rving not only native
but also Americo-L'berian congrezations. He is still founding
schools and colleges for our youth

Another question:-—Did the chiefs of the State approve

of the dep rtur: of 1853? It is understood that the most
thourhtfal and able among them rc:gretted 'ni1 condemned

it 1 mention Roberts, Benson, W .rner Przsident Payne

" souzht to modify the law; Presid:nt Cheeseman called a

conference to discuss the possibility cf a more liberal policy.
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