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Chester River Battle
Is Drama Of Oyster| e mmun
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' By WALTER M. GIBB, Baltimore

Once in wandering through an old
cemetery in southern Maryland I
came upon a decayed and weather
beaten headstione inseribed with the
name of the deceased and below, in
small letters, “Killed in the Battle of
' Chester River.” My curiosity was im-
mediately aroused. What and when
was the Battle of Chester River, and
why had it been fought? No such
battle is mentioned in accounts of the
Revolution, the War of 1812, or the
Civil War and I could recall no chron-
icle detailing a struggle with Indians
in that locality. ;

A search for the key to the inserip-
tion of death revealed not only the
story of that famous battle, but the
entire history of a natural resource
which became the setting for one of
the most gripping dramas of the sea,
o drama of three centuries duration
with its turning point in the Battle of
Chester River, fought on the night of
December 10, 1888. This natural re-
sourde for which men killed and were
killed and upon which fortunes were
made and squandered is the Chesa-
peake Bay oyster.

Men discovered that the bottom of

the “Mediterranean Sea of America”i

was virtually encrusted with gold, and
men became lawful as a result, obey-
ing the only law of the lawless—any
means to an end. Crews to work in
the great oyster fleets of pungies,
skipjacks,' and bugeyes were shang-
haied in the streets of Baltimore and
elsewhere, and when their fund of
physical energy had reached the limit
of exhaustion they were rewarded by
the jibe of a boom. Some escaped
murder by dying of exposure on the
wintry icy decks, and still others lived
to tell their tales of slaving from sun-
rise to sunset under a burly mate,
often a black one, who drove them at
the hardest type of labor while allow-
ing them just enough nourishment to
sustain life. j |
The bodies of shanhaied dead were
washed ashore in numbers onto the
banks of the Patuxent and on Barren
Island. There they were buried 1In
crude 'boxes and their remains may
still be found where the waters have
washed away the soil. J ust ' last year
a fisherman, plying his nets in Smith’s
Creek, on the south side of St. Mary’s
River, one of the tributaries of the
Potomaec, hauled in the trunks of three
skeletons whose necks had been
chained together with an anchor chain
and securely wired.

ment, perhaps a belaying pin. Doubt-
less they are the graphic portrayal of
the wages customarily paid shang-
haied men.

The bay oysters, however, though a
natural resource which replenishes it-
self, as very few do, cannot last if the
rate of removal exceeds that of repro-
duction; and this soon because the
state of affairs in tidewater Maryland
and Virginia. Gradually steps were
taken by the legislatures of both
States to stem this tide of destruction.

In 1866 a license was first required
for the harvesting of oysters with
tongs, scrapes, and dredges, and a
police force was organized to check
poaching in 1863, during which yean
the oyster crop garnered from Mary-
land waters reached 7,500,000 bushels.

¢ It was about this time that

od without regard for size, and

1

pulous men who regard neither

we might add, men responsible

Continuous warfare existed

| tween the tongers and dredgers.

tongers worked in the tributary
ters, of which the Chesapeake

[fnrty-ei;:;'ht, and had their homes on
the banks, and constituted with their

trade an important factor in the
nomic life of their counties.

1888.

the late Captain T. C. B. Howard

IWhen the steamer rammed and
pungies.

ing point in the oyster industry,

Navy and the dredging fleet.

. off Swan Point, Hackett's Point,

long to the past. At present an

Th IlIs had | .
been crushed by some hzaiku iist rid-\ cient fleet of the State boats consist-
d [ing of the Maryland Police steamer

Gov' R. M. McLane and nineteen

modern power "~ats, known as
State Fishe 0l Fleet, or
Maryland !
peace and

miles of b < ors.
commanded by Swepson HRarle,

missioner Earle's duties. These
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oreat fleets of dredging vessels, with | may spawn as many as 60,000,000
sometimes as many as 200 boats to| eggs in a season, though the average
the fleet, were organized. In 1880 as|is about 16,000,000. Following their
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many as 700 boats were engaged in; discharge the eggs float around on | but the o l lQ

taking oysters from the bottom of | the surface, where only one in thous-

the Chesapeake. In 1885, the year of | nnds come into contact with the milt
greatest production, 15,000,000 bush-| from the males, and then but very few | vised Representative T. Alan Golds-
ols of the world-famous bivalves were | of these fertilized eggs develop into | horough that it had alloted $11,500
marketed. The oysters were destroy-| gysters. A few hours after fertiliza-| for dredging Kent Island Narrows,

lions of bushels of those taken were
seed oysters for shipment northward.

And sold for seven cents a bushel! A ( itg lime crystal shell, which it does by 'ter river, Maryland, was authorized

government report of 1884 recounts siraining the lime from barrel after by Congress last summer, and pro-
| the operation of 700 dredging boats

manned by 5,600 daring and unscru-
laws of God nor those of men.” And,

lowering the annual oyster productiv-

| ity of the bay from 15,000,000 bushels |
in 1885 to scarcely 2,000,000 in 1929. been planted. They were scattered at

dredgers, however, with the exception and being planted by Maryland eiti-
of captains and mates, came from a11| zens, most of whom are watermen.
walks of life and numbered in their

' crews the worst elements of many|tled “Maryland Is Coming Back,”’
Furopean countries. The fued reach- | which appeared in the September,
od its climax in the oyster battles of | 1930, issue of Fishing Gazette, says:

There were many of those oyster
conflicts, the most famous of them
being the Battle of Chester Riv-er,]
fought between the dredging fleet of
49 vessels, led by Captain Pungy Joe,
and the Maryland State Police steam- |
or Gov. R. M. McLane, commanded by livelihood for thousands of citizens A ~ " l
~and | Who depend upon it for their daily
| the police schooner Helen Baughman, bread. We have a heayy catch of
 under command of Deputy Command- | spat this year in many localities, and
| er George. The vessels in the oyster | the department has placed a sufficient -
fleet, as well as the State boats, were number of shells on the bottoms to( Little Betty — Small, ?
heavily armed. The battle raged at show a marked increase in future pro- Haven’t you ever seen a kitchenette :

| white heat for three hours, ending
to the bottom two of the maurauding
! That battle ,whichmarked the turn-

| but one of many fought in forbidden
waters between the Maryland Oyster

Other famous encounters occurred

Thomas’ Point, in Eastern Bay, In the
Little Choptank River, and many
other places. But oyster battles be-
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| servation commissioner of Maryland, JOHN D. URIE
who is also a lieutenant commissioner . AT
in the United States Naval Reserves. | 8

His responsibilities as commander
of the State’s Fishery Patrol Fleet
comprise but a small portion of Com-
sist chiefly in promoting and carrying
out measures to conserve and replen-
ish the oysterbeds in Maryland waters ' SO0 many tnequ and customers.
(the cull law,. for example), and to |
conserve and fostcr the increase of

] A
crabs, fish, terrapin, and all manner '
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of wild game within the confines of | duction. By continuing the annual
the Maryland Free State. It is large- | planting of shells we may expect this
ly through the efforts of the Conser-| to increase.”

vation Department that Baltimore Thus conservation and restoration
| continues to be “the gastronomic cen-- have taken the place of oreed and de-.
\ struction. :
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protection depend directly upan the
bivalve’s curious.manner of reproduc-

RS prove Kent
[sland Narrows

The War Department Tuesday ad-

mil- | tjon the embryo becomes a free-swim- | connecting Chester river with Kast-

ming larva. It then settles down up- | ern Bay.

cn culteh or stone and begins to build .  The project for improving the Ches-

vides, among other things, for a
channel seven feet deep about three-
fourth of a mile long through Kent
Island Narrows, connecting Chester ; _
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river with Eastern Bay. | | AGE S aiis

Between 1873 and 1878 a total of $5,000 20 $6050

$28,000 was appropriated for work on

be- the rate of 500 bushels to the acre the project. During the fiscal year
cver about 4’000 of Mary]and’s 200,- 1929 $17,00‘U’ was e-xpended for re-

The _ ; !
wa. | 000 acres of natural oyster producing | dredging the channel to project dEPth:
’ The present channel at Kent Islana

hastbuttnma. jb i e .

| » bri c e draw openings,
'The Conservation Department 1s do-! ges a}) EroR 1' pe 1. 2
. IR PR o at an oblique angle, rendering naviga-
ing its utmost to encourage OYSUEM| ti4n difficult, the War Department ex-

E'It‘:li_]_ Eﬂ;{““%’rdﬂ“d ;%T]EB Are on tge rel,cnrd plained. “Boats frequently are thrown
e s today 9, acres under leasej ..., .t the bridge piling, with result-

ant damage,” it was explained.

barrel of water.

Oyster shells have been found to
be *he best cultech for Maryland, and
these are not being planted In scien-
tific manner. By July of this year
849.000 bushels of these shells had |

the

for

$5,000 40 115.15
$5,000 50 174.90

Swepson Earle, in an article enti- ()

“He is the recording secretary of a

chess club.”
But what does he do?1”
“Oh, he reads the hours of the last

meeting.”’

“From a physical standpoint, the
Chesapeake is still capable of produc-
ing as many oysters as it once did.

®
The big problem, however, is to turn
the tide of depletion, increase the sup- Ground rents are sometimes due 1o

| ply, and at the same time provide a{ earthquakes.

Grandmother—I1 suppose you think
this old farmhouse is rather small,
dear, after being in the city so long?
grandma ?
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WM. F. RUSSELL, \
Cashier

FRED. G. USILTON,

con- President.

$5,000 30 80.25

(Premium Payable Quarteriy, Semi

g. R R. Strong, Rsst. Supt.
| Kent News Bldg.,
T Chestertewn, Hd.

Call the Prudential Office
and get rate for your age
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THERE IS A PRUDENTIAL POLICY

for every kind of Life Insurance need

NModified Whole Life Poiic;
With Change of Rate at End of Th

ANNUAL PREMIUM

our E’aﬁ'ﬁ;‘: ad et Cost MEH“ Net Cnst‘ :
enaFollowing Apportoned  Fourthexr ABYGL1Sr  (Pif Basi E
$71.20 $13.20 $58.00 $13.60 $57.60  |f
04.40 1690 7750 -1 7.40 77.00 q
1365456 23.05 112.40 0375 . 111./0 |
205.76 33.10 172.65 33.76 172.00 |

Ages 15 to 66 $5,000 and &2

This policy calls for one increase in rale
beginning with the fourth year; but
dividends begin at that time and on the
basis of current experience as indicated
above these dividends are more than
sufficient at all ages to fully offset the
increase in the premium, thus reducing
the cost below the initial rate.
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Pusurance Company of Awmericy

EDWARD D. DUFFIELD, President

HOME

-Annually cr Annually)

ree Years
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HARRY C. COLEMAN,

Attorney Asst. Cashier
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We are thinking with satisfaction of the
happy relationship we have maintained dur-

ing the journey the past twelve months, with
We treas-

con-
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ure your good will.
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We are thinking of the march we are
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Save Regularly and Systematically for

o
% - Emergencies

We Pay
On All Savi

Make regular payments
and receive interest

Financial Planning

Business Opportunities

4%

ngs Deposits

‘‘“vou can have what you want if you save forit.”’

o i
l
to yourscif at this bank
instead of paying it.
i - Maryland

o ' about to make into the New Year, and we -
A are looking forward with happy anticipation ,
? N

COATS

And

Dresses

All High Grade
Styles and Quality

e PRI T e L Y

A, L. SPARKS

W is the Time to JOIN the

MILLINGTON BANK
CHRISTMAS SAVING CLUB

to continuance of your friendship with us
that together we may progress toward the
r goal of our heart’s desire.

—
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THIS BANK IS YOUR FRIEND.

.LET US BECOME BETTER ACQUAINTED
IN 1931. I

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Sotice is hereby given that the un-
dersigned has obtained from the Or-
phans’ Court for Kent County letters
of Administration on the personal
estate of

NATHANIEL C. SCOTTEN. JR,,

g o ™ e " e N e e g
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While you are Saving WE PAY YOU INTER-

|

1931 T. H. M. BRAMBLE

1931

- JANUARY SALE

L.ower Prices On

All Merchandise
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All fast color prints 15¢ per
}’d. f

Heavy Unbleach
wide 9¢ yd.

Muslin

9-4 Heavy}Sheeting 28¢c per
yd. |

p

Amoskeag Apron Gingham
10c yd.

BOOTS and SHOES
For Ladies, Men and Boys

Mens all leather shoes 2.00 pr.
Boys 3.50 Shoes now 2.25 pr.
Mens Rubber Boots 3.75 pr.
Mens 34 Boots 4.75 pr.
Mens Hip Boots 5.75. pr.
I.adies 2.510 Galn_sief 1.5? pr.

Mens 12.50 Sheepskin lined
Coats. waterproof now $8.25 |

Mens 7.00 Sheep lined Kaki

——— 3

Mens $3.50 Heavy Pants \
Now $2.25,

Boys $2.00 Winter Pa n

Now $1.19
GROCERIES
4 1bs. Fancy Rice 25¢
3 1bs. Small Beans B % T
4 Cans Peas 35¢
3 Kelloggs Flakes 23¢

1 barrel goed Flour $5.00

1 barrel Best in World Flour

$6.75

Kennys Norwood Cotfee

none better 29c¢ 1b.

Coats $5.00.

Good Coffee 16¢ 1b.

M
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BRAMBLE, FAIRLEE
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EST on your deposit.

BEGIN NOW by putting in Bank 25 “cents or
$1.00 a week.

Save today and be happy next Xmas.

‘late of said county, deceased.

All persons having claims against
said deceased’s estate are hereby
warned to exhibit the same, with the
proper vouchers thereof, to the un-|§
dersigned on or before the 28th day
. of December, 1930, otherwise they |f§
may by law be excluded from all| 43

Millin gt on B ank Of M d. ::F:tf;t of said deceased’s personal

All persons indebted to this estate !
MILLINGTON - MARYLAND '

must settle at once.
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e ]

Given under my hand this 24th day
of June, 1930. 3

ANDREW W. WILSON, §
j10-4t - Administrator.

President, JOHN P. AHERN
Vice-President, MERRITT BRICE
Cashier, C. M. MELVIN

0 DIRECTORS- 0
T..C RORE HARRY HOLT JOHN P. AHERN
LEONARD WILSON C. M. MELVIN MERRITT BRICE laying recoird in her first laying year,
S. J. JOHNSON . H. AHERN and drops off 15 to 20 per cent each |

e e e e e e e T Pt e e e e | succeeding year.
{ \

Hen’s Best Years
Poultry specialists have found that
the typical hen makes her best egg-

§
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©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6000_27 1-0430

COAL UNDER COVER

Palmers Lump Lime

IN BARRELS

Headquarters for Cement, Baled Hay and 0 J

Agricultural Lime

Your Orders Sclicited

by Rail or Water

J. D. BACCHUS

PHONE 22

CHESTERTOWN, MD.
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