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A PRICELESS PARADISE.

BY EDMOND VANCE COOKE.
If some weird gnome should seek my home,
Some genie, fairy. witch, |
To blink my eyes with every prize
Of life, and ask me “Which? "
I think I'd choose, in half a trice,
This boon : to never ask the price.

l

aam

I would not claim a gilded name,
Or be a financier,

Nor would I hold the wide world’'s gold ;
And yet T somewhat fear

1'd ask a just suflicient slice

That I may never ask the price.

A coat-of-arms has meagre charms
To men of modern views,
Yet were it mine to make design,
I know which one 1'd choose :
Anopen purse, with thisdevice,
“‘He never, never asks the price.”

Is Heaven a state, a place, a tete,
A rapture, or a rest’r

The question’s old and each may hold
His own opinion best ;

Butmy idea of I’aradise
Is where one need not ask the price!

—Saturday Evening Post.

| hateh like you seen.

‘“‘Boys,’ says George, when he was
himself £ gen, ‘it’s simply outragis—that’s
' wot it is. 1 was a-sittin’ on the mast.
head an’ she a-smilin’ up at me, jest like
a stained-glass winder, co wot could I
do but smile back ? The cap’n he seen
me. ¢ George,’’ says lie, reel soft, “come
down here, George, an’ help me talk to
I the lady.” W'’en 1 got down he grabbed
'me by the neck an’ kicked me down the
‘“Take that,’ he

says, “fer flirting.”

““While we was all sympathizin’ with
George, cook he sneaked up to the hatch
an' peeked out at the cap’n,

‘“ “Wot’s the old man doin’?’ we asks,
as he comes kack sudden.

“He’s winkin’ at "er, an’ holdin’ out a
couple of pertaters to ’er, *“Come ’ere,
my dear,”’ he says, “an’ have something
nourishin’ with me.”” When he sees
me he throws one of the pertaters at
my head, an’ that’s why I came down.’

‘“Well, we all stayed in the fo'c’sle till
mess, while the cap’n: was a-trying to
fascinate the mermaid. We let us come
on deck agin’ he was hoppin’ mad an
the skin was all burnt off his bald head,
where he’d had his hat off.

‘““Wot did she say to you, cap’'n?’ I
asked hini.

¢“*Nothin’,
the same,’

**There she was floatin’ peaceful, still
smilin’y and a-combin’ of her bair that
was epread all round her like a fishnet,

he says, ‘an’ you can do

I never seen a purtier sight. George he

| fell right in love with her,

‘T knowed it,” he says, ‘I knowed
the miuit I seed her she was my affinity.
‘ ¢<She ain’t got no fin wot I can see,’
says the cook, jealous, ‘an’ she ain’t
your nothin’. I likes her a little myself.

| ;
- ‘“George he got mad.

THE MERMAID AND THE
SCHOONER. t

“ Look-a-here cook,” he says, ‘’o0s’

| meermaid is she, anybow ? Qo seen her

first ? I did,’ he says, ‘an’ gshe smiled at
me and held out ’er shinin’ arms to me,
You wanter look out.’

““ ‘For the matter o’ that, she smiled at

The following clever “yarn’ was |
written by Sidney quaﬁe]d, a Hurvard
student., The story was written per
order as part of Mr. Greenfield's initia-
tion to the staff of the Harvard Advo-

me too, an’ every other A. B. on board,”
says the cook, but he couldn’t worry
George.

“*Well, she must ’ave thought they

cate. It hadto be finished in a specified
time, written by a specified ::mn-:rs]f:hen-.,I
and be fuony., How well Mr. Greenfield |
surmounted the difficulties 18 left to the
reader.—Editor.

“Dan’l, Dan’l, I'm afraid you're a
liar,’”” said the first old salt to the second
old salt regretfully. “It don’t taste right
to call,you that when I'm a.drinkin’
your good beer, but jest the same, no
mermaid never talked—not even a she-
mermaid.”

“Well, all mermaids is she ones,”
giumbled old salt No. 2, “an wot do you
know about mermaids, anyhow ?"’

“‘Oh, not much, not much, Dan’l, but
I knowed one onct, an’ she never talked
—all the time I knowed ber she never
said a word—jest smiled sorter sweet,
like T would if you was to order a pot of
arf-an’-arf.”

Dan’l ignored the hint.

Well, as I-was a-tellin you,”’ went on
the old man, “I knowed her when 1 was
on the little Scud. It was like this. We
was 1n the Doldrums—not even driftin’
it was that hot—but the cap’'n allus
kept a lookout at the masthead. He
said it was safer, an’ besides it shaded
the deck some. Why, he uster foller
the shadder all over a-trying to Kkeep
cool. The lookout he said 'v wasn’t fair
to put him any nearer the sun, and he
allers squirmed a lot, so’s to make his
shadder wiggly and hard to foller round.

“One day it was jest noontime, an’
the cap’'n was gettin’ mad, 'cause the
shadder ran right down the mast, an’ the
deck was so hot he couldn’t sit on 1t,
when Gzorge (he was the lookout) yelled
down a-wavin’ his hand :

¢ ‘Mermaid ahoy, on the port bow !

“ “Wot’s that?’ says the cap’n sar-
castic like,
George ?’

‘‘But George he yells ihe same thing
agin, |

“'Ow do you know it’s a me. maid ¢’
inquired the cap'n.

“ By her clo’es,” says George.

‘“‘*Wot’s she got on?’ says the cap’'n
agin,

‘““ George hesimpers a little—"Mostly
blue serge, cap’n,’ he says,

“‘The cap’n gets his glasses, an’ soon
wé all sees her. She was sure a peach.
Long, easy strokes she was takin’, an’
a.combin’ of her wavy yaller hair. We
seen George was right about her clo’es.
Arter awhile she gets up reel close, an’
George he calls out:

“ Cap'n, I wanter come down offen
the masthead.’

“¢] order you to stay,’ suya the cap’n,
‘there's enough on deck already.” A’
he glares round at us fierce like. ‘Go
below, all,’ says he, ‘this is a delicit
matter, an’ I must talk with the lady in
private.’

30 over the rail he leans an’ gives
her wot he thought was a faseinatin’

cmile.

« ‘Don’t be afeard, my dear,” he says,
‘1 got a purty little gal at home wot

looks like you.
“«You ain’t,’ says the cook, ‘she

wouldn't 'ave yer !

‘where’d you get your licker i

was me,’ he says,

“That night the cap’n sent us below
agen an’ we could hear him talking to
her and flirtin’ outragis, but she didn’t
seem to have nothin’ to do with him.
Arter about an hour of this George he
jamps out of his bunk an’ gets his jack-
knife.

“‘Don’t kill ’im, George,’
cook, *he don’t mean no bharm.’

“*I ain’t. I'm a-cuttin a little hole
so’s I can see my aflinity,” says George,
and soon he had one cut just above the
water-line about three inches square.
then he stuck his lips an’ one eye out an’
gave a long low whistle. She come jest
like a dorg.

‘““‘Don’t you listen to that nasty old
capten,” he says to her soft an’ sweet,
‘come up here reel close.’

] draws a curtain over the tender
passages that ensued. Suffice it ter say
that we didn’t get no sleep that night
for George and his affinity. The next
morning he stufled up the hole with his
other shirt, the red one with the yaller
spots, before we went on deck.

‘“‘Men, says the cap’n, callin’ us all
up ter the quarter-deck, ‘I hopes none of
you is so dead to all moral obligations
as to be talkin’ or communicatin’ with
that shameless critter. Last night, in
the still night watches, says, he'‘it seem
to me as if I heard words of loye ad-
dressec to her from the fo’c’sle. Thisis
a schooner we’re on,’ he says, ‘an’ not a
spooner, an’ 1f—’

**Oh, Lawd !’ gasps the cook, ‘look at
'er | —Jest look at ’er! She’s done it
now !’

““He frlls in a fit an’ we leang over the
port rail. She was a-lookin’ scandalous,
but I had ter laff,

“ ‘George,’ asked the cap’n in an orful
voice, is that your garment she is a-

says the

| wearing’, may I ask ?’

“‘Sure enough she’d pinched the red
an’ yellow clo’es wot (George had stuffed
the hole with, an’ was puttin® it on,
graceful and smilin’.

“ (Oh, George, George, wot does it
mean ?" says the cap’n, mournful this
time, ‘an’ you with one wife at ’'ome.’

‘“‘Huh, wot’s one wife to a man like |
me ?' asks George, defiant an’ immoral,
an’ Lord knows wot else he’d have said
if somethin’ sudden hadn’t happened,
The little ‘Scud’ gave a lurch to port, an’

we all jumped oyer to the starboard rail.
Then she listed that way an’ began to
go down by the head. We could hear
the water chuggin’ in the fo’c’s’le.

“ ¢ Lord fﬂrglva me, it’s the hole I cut,’
yells George, ‘we're all drowned men !
“Ynu see 1t was this way: When we all
rushed over to the port rail arter she’'d
taken out George’s wearin’ apparel it
must have just put that hole below the

water-line, an’ down we had to go.
‘“*Man the boat I’ says the cap’n, an’
we only pulled clear in time to see the
little *SBcud’ whirl round twict with her
stern in the air an’ go down with a swish.
“Wot became of the mermaid, you
asks, Dan'l? Why don’t you want ter
know wot become of us? We was
picked up next day by a Cape Horner,
an’ the last we ever see of that mermaid
she was takin' her long easy stroke to
the eastward with the first pink rays of
the risin’ sun a-lightin’ up George’s red

¢ sGo below, sir, an’ mind your own
business,’
you go toe, Sam’l, be yells at me.
t¢¢] can’t,

ter swab the deck.’
« But it warn’t no use, an’ down I hed

to go. We was all down 1n the fo’c’sle
a-cursin’ him, when down comes Geurgﬂ,
all in a heap, an’ we seen the cap’n’s
boot sil’ouetted agenst the sky.

thundered the cap’n. ‘An’/

cap’n,’ I says as she was
a-smilin’ bewitchin'ly at me, ‘I reely got-

an’ yaller garment,”’
- -~

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

ing Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the ‘
Siznature of 7Y m

Town Ordinance No, 4b.

| (PASSED MARCH 24, 1883.)

the town and the necessity for the enforce-
ment of proper means to protect the inhabi-
tants from danger from contact with those

who have suffered from or been in contact
with said disease, we recommend parents to
have their children and other inmates of their
houses immediately vaccinated.

"All persons unable to pay the fee for vac-
cination may apply to any of the physicians
of the town, and the Commissioners of Ches-
tertown will be responsible for fees,

Be it therefore ordammed and enacted by the
Commissioners of Chestertown, that whenever
Small Pox, Varioloid or other dangerous in-
fectious disease shall prevail in Chestertown,
and there shail be no suitable hospital or
place for the reception of those persons af-
fected with such disease; or when there may
be such hospital and it shall not be sufficient
for the accommodation of those effected; cr
for any other reason in the discretion of the
Commissioners it may be thought best not te

Healtk Officer of the town, or if tkere be no

such case (who shall for such purpose be
deemed a health officer) shall take or direct
such measures in regard to the members of

in regard to the other inmates of the house
as in his opinion may be necessary to disin-

of the disease, and to this end he may estab-
lish such reasorable gquarantine as he may
deem necessary against said house and the in-
mates thereof ; and it shall be the duty of the
Bailiff to enforce the observance of such
quarantine when the same shall be duly cer-
tified to the Commissioners by such Health

exposing himself or herselt in violation of
said quarantine shall be subject to fine of
Fifty Dollars for each offence. And all per-
gons 80 offending shall be forthwith arrested
and taken before some Justice of the Peace,
and upon nonpayment of such fine, such of-
fender shall be committed to the Public
Prison of Kent County until discharged by
due process of law,
By order,

TOWN COMMISSION ERS.
M. ;filfbm‘ Thomas, Clerk.
j24-tf

In view of the vrevalence of Small Pox in |

send such sick to such hospital, then the |

health officer, then the physician in charge of |

the family of the sick person or persons, and |
where such sick person or persons shall be |

fect them and to prevent their propagation |

Officer or Physician ; and any person publicly |

| Look for the trade-mark’s 1847
or a star, and accept no other.

money.

Our Big WStock
ilverware, Gl
AND FINE CLOCKS,

tmakes it easy to select a sui-
able WEDDING PRESENT.

o« Stlver Plate that Wears.''’

Made in artistic and original patterns only. Your
gilverware will be correct in every way if it is

“1847 Rogers Bros.”

Made only by
Merioen DriTanniA Co., Meriden, Conn.

. We carry a tine assor tment ot
Solid Silver Tableware in staple
and fancy pieces, and our line
of the genuine Rogers 1847 and
Star brand Silverware includes
almost everything made.

We give you the genuine
1847 and Star Brand Rogers
Silverware at a lower price than
otherschargeforinferiormakes.
Several concerns make goods
called ‘“‘Rogers’”” which are a
cheap imitation, and sold by
some unscrupulous dealers as
the genuine or just as good.

Be sure to get our prices be-
fore buying, and you will save

Borax.

TR

BRAND.

Has no equal for |
preserving meat
and preventing
skippers.

e

For sale exclusively by |
VL THE W

SIAN DRUG CO.

A fresh and complete

Ll OF DRUG

always on hand.

|
|
|
1
|
|
[
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[
|
|

THE STAM DRUG 0.,

Chestertown, Md. |
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NOW IS THE TIME TO

M and PAL

Your House

et the BEST WORKMEN and
ATERIAL. Don’t waste good
Masury's Paints are

BE sure y

the BEST
money on bad material.
the best on the market. We are the sole agents
for this distriet, and are always ready to show
you sample cards and quote prices.

We Wil Paper Your Room|
for $3 and upwards,

and guarantee satisfaction or no money. [f

You Want Your Pictures FRAMED,

call and see our selections of Moulding before
ing elsewhere. They are the finest in town.

%Oe can be found at the old stand formerly oc-

cupied by P.T. McFeely.

Yours for Busineas,

W. L. FOWLER,

CArRSTERTOWN., MD

CLEARING -OUT A

We are now offering all

Jur  Mitlmery Stock

AT COST.

Among these goods are some valuable
and dainty articles.

THE MISSES REED,

MHINGLED.

. H. SIDES,

Jeweler,

“The Largest Jewelry Store’’
on the Eastern Shore. Oppo-
site Stam’s Hall.

LUMBER.
LUMBER.

SHINGLES

Bl

N. C. FLOORING,
GA. FLOORING,

VA. PINL FRAME STUFF,
GA.
VA. PINE SIDING,

WHITE PINE SIDIN,

it r

CYPRESS FENCING,
DOORS, SASH
BLINDS,

MOULDINGS, ETC.

wenFOR _SALE BY ==

[ W. SLIAON

The Chestertown Trarscript $100 per

High Street, Chestertown, Md. |
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FOR FIELD, FARM

The DURABLE Fence,

DISTRIBUTING DEPof“FOH

"PITTSBURGH PERFECT” FENCES,

ALL GALVANIZED STEEL WIRES.

AND HOG FENCING.

THE ONLY ELECTRIGALLY WELDED FENCE,

EVERY ROD GUARANTEED PERFECT.

None so STRONG. 9 O s
All large wires, 4| || 1
Highest EFFICIENCY. , sow | | |
LOWEST COST. . , 324 ___; R
No Wraps st E&HJ—"'—'#'———-‘“? o e et Pl I
wmheld LI I o T e
Moisture = 4 1 T T A Tael flF crifisd
4injl R it 588 |
anad cause o T T P3| | S N DWW TS
Rust. N T e AT eI e oy e oyt T v\ pwpgtbrrs o T

Absolutely STOCK PROOF. We ¢

Dec. 6, 1902.

“PITTSBURGH PERFECT' I'ENCING.

(Special Style.)

an SAVE YOU MONEY on Fencing.

CALL AND SEE IT.
CRANE, HYNSON & VALLIANT,

CHESTERTOWN, MD.
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presented with the article wh
chase, free.

if it be the hundredth customer

Under Stam’s Hall,

It matters not whether it be a pair of twenty
cent shoesor a five dollar pair of Boots, Shoes or Rubber Goods

ich he or she desired to pur-

it goes

o FREE,

This is a perfectly fair, legitimate offer, with none of the
5-cent prize-package blanks and numbers about it. |

o St AAT IR

®e THE SHOE MAN. €&

Chestertown, Md,

L1t (UAL FANINE

How to
Meet it.

GO F0

N, Aliedze & Lo,

and buy the Excelsior or

00 A ThI

Save money in the use of fuel,
and enjoy solid comfort when
the mercury reaches zero.

WE ARE OFFERING

the most perfect line of Cooks,Ranges,Double
Heaters and Base Burners ever seen on the
Peninsula The Excelsior Cooks, Royal,Wash
Ington and New Magic Ranges are sold on
their merit and fully guaranteed. FPurchaser
runs no risk.

“Spears’ Golden Sun Fire-Place Heaterd
awe prize-winners everywhere. Do not ex-
periment with other makes,

il Heaters: Puritan, Perfection, New Pro-
cess and other makes, at bottom prices.

Finest Line of

cissors, Shears Ramrs and Razor Strops, all
nade tﬂ our ﬂrder, ever offered in Chester-
pwn, Every article Guaranteed.

sa~TABLE AND POCKET CUTLERY

a specialily.

e b

FODDER YARN,

i

l.

Bughel Baskets, Grain Scoops,Husking Gloves '
arid Pegs as low as the Loweast.

Largest Line of

(Guns, Pistols, Gunuing Coats, Gun Leases,
Leggins, Loaded Shells and General Sportihg
Goods, we have ever carried in stock.

Don’t miss the epportunity of
calling on us.

J. X. ALDRIDCE & 00,

4

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6000_29 1-0375

}

cutters and forgers.

| PRICE 5c¢. A COPY. o

A

Remember,

when shopping in Still Pond te

call at our place and have your |

horse Shod. We give this par
of our business our personal &
tention. Having had nineteen
years experience In this line,

we think we are in a position |
to attend to your horse’s wants.
We have shoes, both side and
toe weights, for your horse that |
needs special attention, and we

have shoes for horses that
throw dirt in your tace when
driving. Special attention to
We will
be glad to have you call and
see our work. -

T
AND DEARBORNS

on hand and built to order.

REPAIRING promptly a.t
tended to.

HACKETT'S

Blacksmith and Horse Shoeing
Parlors, Still Pond.
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NEWS and OPINIONS
O

National lmportance.

The Sun

ALONE

'l

CONTAINS BOTH.

Daily, by mail, - - iﬁ a aaﬂl
" Daily and Snnday, by mail, $8 a yaam

The Sunday Sun

is the greatest sunday News.

paper in the W{}ﬂd
>

BY MAIL, $2 A YEAR
Address THE ﬁUN, New Yerk.

en Away!
2 By WROTH,
THE SHOE MAN

A REMARKABLE OFFER TO THE PUBLIC. -

Commencing with December?2, 1902, and ending April, 1, 1903,
I will distribute among my MANY PATRONS, ABSOLUTELY
FREE, every bundredth pair of shoes
record will be kept of each sale made for the cash, and after the
ninety-ninth pair has been sold,
chase each hundredth pair of Shoes, Boots or Arctics will be

A careful and accurate |

the person desiring to pur-

-five |




