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WASHINGTON COLLEGE AS IT IS TO DAY.
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: iic of W.J.Bryan
] The Early Lifeoi W. J. ryail ¢
% His Birth, = % His Credit :
2 Boyhood N ¥ abie Career
4 and First At | %" InCongress

® Years In ki t 1 and His

Law and PLL

By ROBERTUS LOVE.
[Copyright, 1908, by Robertus Love.]
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e E has spoken face to face be- .

yond all question to more
hearers than has any other

man in the world’s history,” |
- moeracy

8ays one who traveled with William

Jennings Bryan during th> presiden- -

tial campaigns of 189¢ and 1900, and
there is no doubt as to the truth of the
statement.

The purpose of this article is briefly
to sketch the life of Mr. Bryan up to
the age of thirty-six, when he was
nominated by the Democratic party for
the presidency of the United States. It
Is a life possible only to American pol-
itics, and, whether or not Mr. Brvan
shall reach the presidency, it is an in-
teresting chapter in United States po-
litical history.

The town of Salem, Ill., is the birth-
place of Bryan. Judge Silas . Brvan,
a substantinl, intellectual settler from
Virginia, was his father. Maria Eliza-
beth Jennings was his mother's maiden
name The chilid was boru
1860. Judgeé Bryan lived on a farm
near the edge of town. He had nine
children, of whom William .Jennings
is the fourth. The boy grew up ont-
doors, drinking the daily medicing of
sunshine and the open air. HHis phys-
ical constitution, a marve! of robust-
ness and energy. came by inheritance
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and was nurtured by wholesome and
healthful environment in boyvhood.
Bryan attended the public schools in
Salem until he was fifteen, when he
entered Whipple academy at Jackson-
ville, I1l. Two years later he matricu-
lated in Illinois college, in the same
city, from which institution he was
graduated with honors at the age of
twenty-one. During his college course
his oratorical abilities made him prom-
inent in middle western collegiate life.
He won the honor of representing his

i:
!

Mareh 19, !

the tariff be ever had heard.

- the party leaders offered him the nom-

nation for the lieutenant governorship
i Nebraska. He declined the offer,
but made a stumping campaign for the
ticket throughout the state.

The next year, 1890, the young De-
thrust upon the young De-
mosthenes from Illinois the nomination
for congressman from the Rirst dis-
frict. J. Sterling Morton, who in his
time was father of Arbor day a.d a
member of President Cleveland’s cab-
inet, had been defeated in the race for
congress from that district in 1888 by
a Republican majority of more than
3,000 votes, Scarcely anybody expect-
ed young Bryan to win. Ile was not
S0 very sanguine himeelf, hut he made
an oratorical campaign and defeated
Congressman Connell by nearvly 7,000
voiers  In Omaha, where Connell lived,
Bryan was sneered at as “that Lincoln
boy ™ It was the reaction against the

L way  oyall, arter attending the vanlon

Law college in Chicago and reading

Claw at the same time in the ofiice of
Judge Lyman Trumbull, the celebrated

- associate of Abraham

Lincoln, re-

. turned to Jacksonville to begin the

-~ his return.

practice of his profession.
Miss Baird were married shortly after
Mrs. Bryan studied law in
order to assist her husband in his pro-
fessional work. After the Bryans re-
moved to Lincoln, Neb., in 1887 Mrs.
Bryan was admitfted to the bar. Mr.

| Brvan became junior partner in the

new McKinley tariffl that elected Dry- |
an -—-that and the silver toncue of the

Lincolnian lad.

So at thirty Brvan was chosen to the
national house of represpniatives He
delivered his first speech in the house
the 12th of March, 1802, on the subject
of free wool. Senator Burrows of
Michigan, temporary chairman of this
vear’s Republican national convention.
leclared that it was the best speech on
News-
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WILLIAM J. BRYAN, FROM HIS LATEST PHOTOGRAPH.}ig

ALAIT In Inm: G oLne. 1Impers
State oratorical contest, neld at Gales-
burg, Ill.,, where he achieved second
honors. He was class orator at gradu-
Acion.

Jacksonville has a fem:le seminary
In that school Miss Mary K. Baird was
a student while young Bryvan was in
[llinois college. She was from Perry,
[11., and was of excellent familyv and
an ambitious student. A bright young

- L
e L R A

' man and a bright young woman at-

tending college in the same town some-

school in the state contest of college | times emphasize the aphorism that like

- e e - " . partl ot £ Tn
Drﬂ.tﬂ'l Fia ad?®™ vl LAY O, a2=0- =

‘attracts  like.

Perhans that axnlains

| =@ go to the United States senate.
| World-Herald business office made a

law firm of Talbot & Bryan. He be-
lieved there was more opportunity for
a rising young lawyer in a new state—

' & belief assuredly well grounded in his

own case.

Bryan plunged into polities in the
spring of 1888, and that became his life
rocation instead of the law. He was
elected "a delegate to the Democratic
state convention at Omaha, where he
made a speech strongly advocating
free trade; ulso he made a reputation
as a speaker. He was only twenty-
eight years old, yet the very next year

papers of all political persuasions call
ed it a masterpiece. The chairman of
the ways and means committee was
William M. Springer of Illinois. Spring:
er was so delighted with Bryvan's free
wool taik that he procured the appoint-
ment of the young Nebraskan on his

- committee, Old grayvbeards have sat in

the house for a generation without
achieving that coveted honor. Here
was a youngster member so honored in
his first term. And when Bryan was
returned to congress for a second term
he was confinned on that most impor.
CluL colnmittee

In the interi:n the Nebraska districets
had been reapportioned so that Omaha
was eliminated from the IMirst district.
The district in its new shape was con-
ceded to be Republican by about 3,500.
Judge Allen W, Field of Lincoln, one

. of the ablest and most popular Repub-

licans in the state, was nominated to
run against Bryan. He resigned from
the bench, so sanguine of success was
he, but Bryan beat him by 140 votes.
When President Cleveland called an
extra session of congress in the sum-
mer of 1893 to push through the repeal
of the Sherman silver bullion purchas-
ing act of 1890, the Democratic presi-
dent of the old school unwittingly gave
to the man of destiny in the new school
of Democracy an altitndinous stepping
stone toward the presidency. Bryan of
Nebraska, aged thirtv-three. delivered
in the house on the 16th of August a
specch against the repeal of the pur-
chasing clause of the Sherman aet.
The whole house and most of the sen-
ate heard it. When Bryvan ceased
speaking he was picked up by enemies
and friends alike and borne around the
hall on the shoulders of enthusiasts
who liked a rippinge fine oration whep
they heard it regardless as to whether
it suited their politics. Nobody dis
puted that it was the greatest speech

| of the extra session.

Bryan declined a renomination for

‘| congress in 1894 and became editor of

the Omaha World-Herald. He wanted
The

contract to run daily on the editorial

! page two columns of “stuff,” paid for
i by Republicans, which was inimical to
. Bryan’s prospects.

Bryan resigned the

editorship after a fierce legal fight
sgainst the advertising contract. He
was nominated for the senate by the
unanimous vote of the state conven-
tion, despite the fact that many of
them disagreed with him on the silver
coinage issue. With John M. Thurs-
ton, the leading Republican candidate
for the senate, Bryvan engaged in two
joint debates, having challenged Thurs-
ton. The forensic duels took place in
Lincoln and Omaha. The tariff was
the sole topic of discussion. Bryan
defended the Wilson tariff, which as a
member of the ways and means com-
mittee he had helped to create. At
Lincoln the enthusiasm was such that
Bryan was carried from the platform
outside and down into the street, where
howling mobs of “overflow” admirers
awaited him. Thurston was elected by

the legislature. Mr. Bryan remained a
private citizen. He had challenged
William McKinley also to a joint de-
bafe on the tariff, hut the .Ohio tariff

Bryan and !

!

| being in Denver.

B der deciined - Mr MeRiniey was
destined to meet the Nebraskan in a
broader contest a little later,

In the meantime Mr. Bryan was
happy at home with his little family,
the helpful wife and three children.
The children now are grown up. Ruth
is Mrs. William H. Leavitt and has
made her father a grandfather. Wil-
liam junior is eighteen, and Miss Grace
is a budding belle of seventeen years..

Young Mrs. Leavitt herself is some-
thing of a politician. She has been
elected a delegate to the Democratic
state convention in Colorado, her home
Young William is a
student in the Nebraska State univer-
sity at Lincoln. Miss Grace, who in

| the event of her father’s election to

the presidency will become “the young
lady of the White House,” is at home
with her estimable mother on the
Bryan farm near Lincoln, known as
“Fairview,”” where the head of the
family some years ago built a hand-
some residence. Prior to that the fam-
ily had occupied a modest cottage in
Lincoln, where Mr. Bryan returned to
his law practice after his unsuccessful

, campaign for the senatorship.

When in 1896 the Republican conven-
tion which nominated McKinley for
president met in St. L.ouis, William J.
Bryan held no office whatever. He
still had a connection with the Omaha
paper, and he went to St. Louis as a
press correspondent. At the Planters
hotel the clerk looked over the plainly
garbed young man who signed “W. J.
Bryan” on the register and made him
pay in advance. The clerk put Bryan
in a room with seven Republicans. Un-
der_date of June 16 a correspondent of
the New York Tribune sent to his pa-
per from St. Louis this highly inter-
esting paragraph:

Ex-Congressman Willlam J. Bryan, the
leader of the free silver wing of the Ne-
braska Democracy, was one of yester-
day’'s arrivals. The appearance of Mr.
Bryan in a hotel corridor in consultation
with several Republicans from free sgilver
states of the far west excited much com-
ment. In response to a question concern-
ing his mission Mr. Bryan remarked, “I
have nothing to say now except that

these gentlemen and I will be found next
November voting the same ticket."

Senator Henry M. Teller of Colorado
and others were the free silver Re-
publican leaders indicated by the Trib-
une correspondent. It was an accurate
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MISS GRACE BRYAN.

prediction by Mr. Bryan that they
would be voting the same ticket with
him in November, for they walked out

of the Republican national convention

when the gold standard platform was
adopted and aligned themselves with
the free silver Democracy.

But neither the New York corre-
spondent nor the free silver seceders
nor the Nebraska correspondent and
free silver leader -himself could fore-
tell that the seceders would vote for
William Jennings Bryan as the presi-
dential candidate on the ticket which
was to be nominated at Chicago a few
weeks later.
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For Infants and Children,

The Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the : M

Signature of

|
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Betterton’s Business Houses.

BETTERTON
Department Store,
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'Hams, Salt Meats, Mackerel.

CHAD. H. BRICE
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MEATS. |

Beef, Pork, Lamb, Vea!,i
Sugar Cured and Pienic

FISH.

I'resh Fish, Crab Meat.

BREAD.

Don’t forget I keep the
largest and best bread sold
In town.

Sweet Home Bread,
Vienna,

Rye,

Buns.
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I give the highest price
for eggs. Deal fairly to all,
paying all the same price for
butter.

Cood Prices. - Square Dealing.

e — o —— ——— R

Special Sale on

- Agateware.
10-gt. Agate Dishpans,

6-qt. Agate Dishpans,

12-gt. Water Buckets,
=sDBread Buckets, with tops,

Agate Basins,

Agate Cups,

4-qt. Tea Kettles,

Coffee and Tea Pots,

Covered Saucepans,

SPECIAL PRICE THIS
WEEK.

NOTIONS.

A fine line of Side Combs, dark
and light,
i Minerva Puff Combs,

Back Combes,

The Fashion Barrette . tudde
and plain,

Gold Plated Collar Pins, |

Veil Pins, |
Pearl and Gilt Belt Buckles.

1 ———

ALL OVER HAIR NETS,
LIGHT AND DARK.

Summer Underwear.

Ladies’ Gauze Shirts,

Ladies’ and Children
Drawers,

Summer Corsets,

Men’s Balbriggan Shirts and
Drawers,

Fancy and Plain Gauze Lisle
Hose.

e ———— i S—— e

HAMMOCKS.

Good Strong Hammocks—low
figures.

Lisle

White Canvas Shoes.

Men, Women and Children.
Leather and Rubber Soles.

IT WILL BENEFIT YOU to
deal at my store. My stock is
large and new and my low prices
are of interest to all.

Ntan»qur Windsor Cook Stove.

S. & H. GREEN TRADING
STAMPS. Every 10¢ purchase
in cash entitles you to one stamp,

. U T
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Respectfully,
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TURNER

Betterton,

Lumber
and
Bullding
Matertals

of all kinds.

We carry Stock sizes and
patterns in mill work,

SUCH AS

DOORS,  SASH,
BLINDS, MOUTLDINGS,
DOOR

AND WINDOW FRAMES,
PORCH POSTS,
BRACKETS,
CORNER BLOCKS,
FINISHING LUMBER,
SASH WEIGHTS,
SASH CORD, Ete.

We are now selling for Cash

N. C. Boards, rough, 1x12
10. 12, 14, 16 at $23.00 per
1000 feet.

N. C. Fencing, 1x6, 16,
for Repairing, $22.00 per

11000 feet.

Cypress Gate Stayes,

ixd. 12

Full Stock
FLOORING, SIDING,
DRESSED LUMBER,
FRAMING, Ete.

SOFT COAL.

Best grade Big Vein
George’s Creek Coal for
threshing and steaming pur-
poses. Kully 20 per cent.
saved In quantity used b
comparison with cheap coal.
No trouble to keep up steam.
$4.75 per ton, 22.40 E)bs. net
cash or within 30 days.

WER & 0N

Betterton, Md.

©Maryland State Archives, msa _sc6000 30 1-0235
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Owens&, C

Betterton’s

BT
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Filled with good
goods

Selling at the
Right Prices

Parasols

Every lady and
miss needs a
Parasol. We
have them in
the real thing.

Misses Lace-trimmed Para-
sols, in colors, at........50¢

Ladies’ Silk Parasols
at........$1.25, $1.50, $2.26

The best bargains in

LINENS

as long as they last.

Our 50¢ Pure Linen Suit-
ing to go at...........374¢

““ 40¢ Linen-finished
Suiting to go at...... 25¢

30¢ Persian Lawn
nowior.... i1 Dde

6l

Men’s Crash

PANTS

Our line of
Men’s Pants
get
Cut Prices.

Men’s $1.50 All-Wool Crash
Pants for...... ... 8112

Men’s $1.25 All-Wool Crash
Pants for........,..........?TC

Men’s $1.00 All-Wool Crash
Pantsilor .o oty . (90

We are paying 20c¢
dozen for EGGS.

Bring us your trade.

Respectfully,

Owes & G

o e

5

PP L B o e e T

— 1 RS T e

R

T LS W, S e e




