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LEASED OYSTER BEDS.

An Interesting and Vital Opinion Handed
Down by Judge Lloyd Upeon the
Rights of the Public.

On Saturday Judge Henry Lloyd de-
cided the cases involving the rights of
five ' oyster-planters to lots which they
had taken up in Choptank river under
existing law. The decision is to the ef-
fect that the proprietors of three of these
lots, George W. Woolford, Thos. C. Ross
and Mrs. Thos. C. Ross, shall not be dis-
turbed, and that two lots, appropriated,
respectively, by Mrs. Geo. W. Woolford
and Mrs. Winterbottom, shall be vacat-
ed. FEach of the lots are of five acres.
It is the first time a petition to vacate
an oyster lot has been dismissed 1n this
circuit. The courts have been uniform-
ly guided by the definition of a natural
bar laid down by the late Judge Golds-
borough, in which lot-holders’ planting
rights could not be acquired. This def-
inition was that natural beds or bars are
““lands where oysters grow naturally
and in large quantities, and to which
the public are now and have been for
many years in the habit of resorting,
with a view of earning a livelihood by
catching this natural growth.”’

Judge Lloyd holds that three of the
lots do not measure up to Judge Golds-
borough’s definition of an oyster lot.
He at the same time considers that there
are some bottoms which may be lawful-
ly taken up and planting rights secured.
He holds ““that the Legislature never in-
tended to give the right to locate and
appropriate lots for oyster planting only
where oysters never grew, but to pro-
hibit the appropriation to private use,
as djstinguished from the general public
use, of existing self-creative and repro-
ducing oyster rocks or bars nature yields
unaided by man’s help or artificial cult-
ure in sufficient quantities for the
uniform, habitual and constant resort
for oystermen seeking a living from the
natural growth and catch them.”

Judge Lloyd further says: ‘“‘Lands
cannot be natural oyster bars or beds
merely because oysters are scattered
here and there upon them, and because
if planted they will readily live and
thrive there. But whenever the natural
ogrowth is so thick and abundant that
the public resort to it for a livlihood it
is a natural oyster bar or bed and comes
within the restrictions of the law and
cannot be located.”

The oyster-lot law, he considers, was
passed ‘‘to encourage the cultivation and
production of oysters by private parties.’’
He adds: ““And I think it was further
meant that thev might be cultivated
anywhere where they had ceased to
grow naturally in large quantities. If
in old times certain bottoms yielded
large quantities, but are now barren, I
do not think the mere fact of people re-
sorting thither ten years ago should pre-
vent or hinder the appropriation of these
grounds to the private planting of oys-
ters thereon now. It will not do to say
oysters grow upon them naturally sim-
ply because they have grown upon them
in the past.”’

On the other hand, the Judge said 1t
would not justify the conclusion that a
bed was depleted because there have
been no oysters on 1t for a year or two;
nor would it do for a man to exhaust a
bed of the natural oysters and then seek
to locate a lot on it for planting.

On the general subject Judge Lloyd
made the following i1mportant state-
ments :

“Robert S. Marshall and others have
filed a large number of petitions—about
30—to vacate pretty much all locations
of oyster lots for the private planting of
oysters made within the past twelve
months on the Dorchester side of the
Choptank river from Oyster Shell Point
to Cambridge, covering a distance of
eight or ten miles. If one may judge
from the petitions alone the entire Dor-
chester shore must either be a natural
rock or bar of oysters, or one element of
those engaged in the oyster business has
determined that the provisions of the
law, intended to encourage planting and
private culture of oysters, shall be made
nugatory and of no effect. In the latter
view of the case, although elsewhere, 1n
other communities, a source of 1immense
wealth and afield of steady employment
at good wages to many oystermen are
afforded from this branch of business.
yet here in our own midst no man will
be able or likely to risk his capital in an
anterprise wherein some of the people
who, in the first place, sell him the oys-
ters he plants, afterward seek to vacate
and set aside the locations of his planting
grounds upon the theory of its being a
natural rock or bar of oysters

‘“They may be unconsciously killing;
inch by inch, the hen that lays the gold-
en egg, and when too late wake up to a
full realization of an industry destroyed;
of rocks once fruitful now barren, for in
time nature will be exhausted here, as
experience has demonstrated in other
parts of the world. As an individuval 1
have long thought in many instances an

exacting and rigid enforcement of some | frequent occurrence.— Washington Star.

public rights may be honestly and, of
course, lawfully pursued, technically
correct, yet a mistaken policy, and yield
a harves§ of barren regrets.
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‘““These general observations are in-
duced, not by the merits of th.e partic-
ular cases I have heard, but by -the
magnitude of this indiscriminate and
promiscuous onslaught, only duly appre-
ciated when considered in connection
with the extent of territory covered by
the many petitions and the number and
occupation of those contributing to the
fund necessary to the prosecution of
these manifold proceedings. In the
moral of the situation we find fruitful
eground for intelligent legislative thought
and action, and the more specific and
absolute setting aside of bottom for pri-
vate culture of oysters, if the State real-
ly intends to encourage the industry of
oyster planting, and at the same time
give adequate grounds and protection to
the worthy industrious oystermen, for
all cannot be buyers and planters. Each
should feel secure in his rights, which,
under the present condition, cannot be
a statutory definition of what it meant
by a natural rock or bar of oysters should
be vouchsafed to us.””

Judge Llopd’s opinion has been freely
commented on among all classes of cit-
1zens on the bay. The oyster tongers
are somewhat disappointed in not hav-
ing all the lots set aside, but disinterest-
ed persons approve the decision and the
reasons upon which it is based. It for
the first time establishes the principle
that depleted beds upon which oysters
have ceased to grow naturally in paying
quantities are to be considered as barren
bottoms and open to appropriation under
the law. The court has not yet fixed a
day for hearing testimony in relation to
the remaining lots in the Choptank for
the vacation of which petitions have
been filed.

It is impossible at this time to form
an opinion as to the effect of Judge
Lloyd’s decision. Certain it is that the
lot-owners are encouraged, and many
other owners of land bordering upon the
river are expressing a determination to
locate lots. But as every lot must stand
or fall on the facts that may be present-
ed in each particular case, the decision
just rendered cannot be said to indicate
what will be the result of the hearings
yet to take place. If all or nearly all of
the lots be sustained, it will certainly
give a great impetus to oyster bedding
in the Great Choptank river, and in
fact all Maryland waters.
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REUNITES FATIILIES.
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Strange Business Done By the National
Pension Office.
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The pension office, besides examining
into pension claims and passing on them,
does an enormous amount of other bus-
iness in the way of uniting and reunit-
ing families — we find husbands for
wives, wives for husbands, parents for
children, children for parents. Only
recently a case came under my observa-
tion which illustrates my meaning, and
'tis a sample of a number of others. An
application was received from a lady
who applied for a widow’s pension. She
gave the name of her husband, his ser-
vice, company and regiment. In look-
ing into the claim it was found that the
husband was alive and drawing a pen-
sion through the pension agency at
Chicago. The woman, who resides in
Massachusetts, was so informed.

Immediately came a reply from her
asking the address of the man, which
was furnished. A correspondence en-
sued between them, and when they sat-
isfied themselves that they were on the
right track they arranged a meeting.
The man thought his wife had died and
at the close of the war joined the regu-
lar army and went West. The woman
not hearing from the man, became con-
vinced that he had been killed or had
died. She was unofficially informed
that he had died in a hospital and sup-
posed it was a fact. In the meantime
she had married again. Her gecond hus-
band died and had been dead over ten
years when she applied for a pension.

Another case I call to mind is that of
a soldier who originally lived at Niagara
Falls. He went in the army and served
under Sherman. At the close of the war
he settled in New Orleans. He had pos-
itive information that his wife had died,
but he never was able to get any infor-
mation as to what had become of his
three children, except that they had
been sent to an orphan asylum. He
did not know in what State the orphan
asylum was located. Neither did the
children know whether their father was
dead or alive, though from what they
had been able to pick up in the way of
information from time to time they had
concluded he had passed to the other
side. It happened that the daughter of
the soldier grew up not only to be a
beautiful woman, but had married a
wealthy man. She wrote the War De-
partment to learn of the whereabouts of
her father’s grave, but there was no
record of it. She then wrote to the
Pension Office for the address of a man
she had heard served with her father
and who at the time lived at Niagara
Falls. The ending of it all was that the
children found the father and the father
found the children.

There are hundreds of such cases,
though, of rourse, the number of them
is becoming smaller as time passes.
There was a time in the history of the
Pension Office when such cases were of
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Firry-rwo per cent. of the United
States’ population are engaged in farm-
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PROTECT THE HOGS.

Some Important Factors in Reducing the
Loss from Cholera.
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Hog cholera is prevalent in many
parts of the country, and every effort
possible should be put forth to lessen its
ravages. A. W. Bitting, of the Indiana
experiment station, says that Indiana
last year lost 580,260 hogs by disease, en-
tailing a property loss of three and a
quarter million dollars. Nearly the en-
tire loss was due to cholera and swine
plague. It was distributed as follows:
In 232 townships the loss was from ten
to twenty per cent.; in 127, from 20 to 30
per cent.; in 59, from 30 to 40 per cent.;
in 53, from 40 to 50 per cent.; in 24, from
50 to 60 per cent.; 1n 12, from 90 to 70
per cent.; and in one 77 per cent., while
the remainder lost less than ten per
cent. of all the hogs produced.

An important factor in reducing the
loss, says Dr. Bitting, is to provide them
proper shelter, as all hogs with only a
mild attack, or having apparently made
a recovery, may take a relapse if ex-
posed to a cold rain or a sudden change
to rough weather. Any shed which
will keep off the rain and break the
wind is sufficient. The floor should be
dry, but little bedding is needed, and
that renewed frequentlyv. Burn all litter
and bedding once a week. Keep the
herd divided, so that crowding i1s 1mpos-
sible. Remember that a straw stack 1s
the most unfavorable place that can be
provided for sick hogs. He says the es-
sentials in prevention are good food,
pure water and clean, dry quarters. The
cost of protecting the hogs from inclem-
ent weathey need not be great. Don’t
neglect the matter.

e el

‘“Anp, Madame,” said the professor,
“how did you come to get into the new
journalism ?”’ ‘““Well,”” she replied, ‘I
poisoned my husband and five children
and was acquitted on the insanity plea,
after which I wrote up a three page story
about it, mostly exclusive. It was a
great piece of work, I assure you.”

“Wnay 1s it,”’ shrieked the reform or-
ator, ‘‘that the moral elements of the
community cannot stand shoulder to
shoulder as the forces of sin do?”’ ‘‘Coz
there won’t none of ’em admit anybody
else is right,” exclaimed the map in the
red necktie.
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HexriQues: ‘I read that a Spanish
gunboat nearly sank a filibuster launch
with six men in it, the other day.” Ot-
tinger: ‘‘Yes; and eight New York pa-
pers claim to have had special corre-
spondents in it !’

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1807.

FALL IN LINE'

WESTCOTT'S & DODD’S

REDICTION SATS

To say our offerings have been appreciated is
just putting it a little mild, hence the
great necessity of falling in line for
your turn next week.

3 Boxes Lye, 1 Pound Washing Soda for...25c. |

6 Blocks Phila. Oline Soap, 1 Box Blue for 25c.
1 Pound Levering’s Coffee...ccovveeconsss 134 c.
wWater White Oil......coccveieiiiiainansnnns 9% c.
You all know our Low Prices and Superior
Quality of TEAS and MOLASSES.
1 Extra 3-String Broom _
1 Extra 2-String Broom.......... P A 9c.
1 Box Phila. Oline Soap, 60 Cakes, for... $2.25.
Our Entire Stock of Underwear, Blankets,
Robes and Winter Pants at COST.
37 Pairs Men’s Heavy Overalls worth 75c. for
NOXE WeOKciesiijronscriisdosinsanse b0c per pair
$3.00 G BOOLS oo veeivonecrssssorosssvsssss $2.50.
Bargains in Table Linens, Towels, Napkins
and Bed Spreads,
Only a few of those Extra Hose left.....124c.
700 Yards of Sea Island Percales, all new and
well selected.

900 Yards 7c. Muslin, DOW.. cieesssesccssanes e,
Lancaster Ginghams........ ., saevsveseseens 5%cC.
Foathar'Proof TIOR i Vil s dehididteis it ediv, l4c.
Good Valuesat..ocsseeeescasansos 8, 10 and 12X c.

are worth trying 5 and

Horsemen our Whig‘?
hip worth 20c., 25c¢ W hip

10c,. 3 for 25¢,. 156¢C
worth 35c.
1 Pound R. J. R. Tobacco and 1 Whip...... hlc.
Lamps all reduced.
Our Gravely and Miller Smoking Tobacco is
the Smokers delight.
The above is CASH and CASH ONLY.

Next week we will have more room for
carriages, as we will have another rack.

WANTED : — For March 15th and 19th so
TURKEYS and3 dozen CHICK ENS each day.
Highest Price paid.

—

INDIA N

TAR BALDAN |

The Family Doctor!

GUARANTEED TO CURE

Coughs, Colds, Sore Throat,
Hoarsness, Bronchitis, Croup,
Diphtheria, Lung Disease,
Whooping Cough, La Grippe,
Influenza, Catarrh, Cuts, Burns,
Bruises, Lameness, Sprains,
Lumbago, Rheumatism, Piles,
Chilblains, Frosted Feet, [Tumps,
Chapped Hands and Lips.

NO GURE NO FRXRYI
PRICE 25 CENTS.

e e S— —

——PREPARED ONLY BYy—

The Indian Tar Balsam Co.,

322 Light Street, Balﬁimore, [id.

BF For SALE BY ALL DRUGGIBSTS. .

Read This! ¥ 3%

T gives us great pleasure to say
: that we are still in the fight—
FRONT RANK —and with

PRICES TO SUIT THE TIMNES!

We allow no competitor to stand
between us and our customers.
WHAT

B0, Uderwerand loves

we have left are being sold regard-
less of PRICE. Come and get
your share of these Rare Bargains.

Our Complete Line of SHOES

is worthy of inspection. If you
want up-to-date PERCALES call
on us, we have them, and when
you look over our mammoth stock
of QUEENSWARE and hear the
prices you will be surprised at the
Low Prices. If vou want

UMBRELLAS, NECKWEAR. SUSPENDERS

or anything kept in a well-equip-
ped general store, we can give it
to you, and will do you right.

03~ Make no mistake in the place.

WM. R. ALDRIDGE,

No. 247 High Street.
Feb. 13, 1897.

|00k Belore You Leap!

On TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS

T N

MRS. S. A. HURLOGK’S

50 Cents will Buy

1 Pound of Arbuckle’s Coffee,

3 Bottles Sea GGull Yeast Powder,
1 Large Sack Table Salt,

1 Package Bluing.

1 GGlass Dish,

1 Bar Babbitt’s Soap,

1 Box of Matches.

Mondays and Fridays :

150 Test Coal Oil, per gallon.............. 9c.

1 Gallon Oil and Can for......ccceeeevee. 23c¢.
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Special attention is called to our be. Domet
Flanne, 6¢c. Dress Goods, and 5c¢. Ginghams.
Also, our

MWW €2 L) D) Sl

in GLASS, TINWARE and QUEENSWARE.

A few more Flannelette Wrappers. Winter
Wraps to close out at Cost. Also Closing Out
Sale of Men’s and Boys’ Rubber and Leather

Boots, Ladies’ and Children’s Shoes and Rub-

bers.
MRS. 8. A. HURLOCK,
Cahall’s Corner Store, Chestertown, Md.

We have a Housefull of appropriate
WEDDING GIFTS, and at prices fayor-

able to Small Pocket-books.

o 005 1 Receie
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STERLING SILVER,
ROGERS’ PLATED GOODS,

FINE CLOCKS,
BRONZES, ETC.

035" Let us quote you prices. Engrav-

ing free.

J B DILIE S,

THE JEWELER,
221 High Street, Chestertown, Md.

COUNTY GOMMISSIONERS” NOTIGE !

The Commissioners for Kent county, sitting
as a Board of Control and Review, hereby
call the attention of those who have failed to
return their private securities for assessment
to section 195 of the assessment law, which is
as follows:

“If any person shall, with a view to evade
the payment of taxes, fail or refuse to give
1in to.the assor any bonds, notes, claims or
other evidences of debt which are subject to
assessment and taxation under this Act the
same shall not be recoverable by action of
law, or suit in equity before any of the courts
this State, until they have been listed and the
tax paid thereon, with an addition of fifty per
centum per annum from the time the tax ac-
crued, and the failure to give in said bonds,
notes, claims,or other evidences of debt shall
be taken as prima facia evidence of the in-
tention so to evade the payment of taxes.”

jo-tf. By order of THE BOARD.
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MYSTERIOUS

—headaches you can't account for.
you ever have them ? In many cases
they result from defective eyesight.
Our properly adjusted Glasses will
provide permanent relief.

BExamination free.
Moderate Prices for Glasses.

F. W. MCALLISTER & CO.,

OPTICIANS,
3 North Charles Street Baltimore.
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Announcement !

<

We Call You to Halt! Stop Where {
You Are if it is BARGAINS kx\\
A\

You are Looking for,

A. FRIEDMAN @ (0, N

IS THE PLACE'!

MEN’S SUITS,
MEN’S OVERCOATS,

CHILDREN’S SUITS,

N
'\;,\

WE HAVE

BOYS’ SUITS,
BOYS’ OVERCOATS,

CHILDREN’S OVERCOATS,

AND SINGLE PANTS FOR MEN, BOYS AND CHILDREN.

Everything is reduced, and we will assure you Big Bargains in the above lines.
We have had a good trade this Fall and Winter, and we will offer you

% Some Special [nducements %

in our remaining stock. For $10.00 we will sell

Suit, which is of Wonderful Value.
coat and Suit.
will be sold at a like reduction.

you a good Dress Overcoat and

For $ we will sell you a good Boy’s Over-
You had better get one while they last.
Hats, Caps Neckwear, Underwear, Handker-

All our Fine Overcoats

chiefs, Gloves, Mufflers, Umbrellas, all grades, all these things will make a beau-

tiful

avoid the rush. Respectfully,

Opposite Stam’s Hall.

A. FRIEDMA

present, and we will save you fully 20 per cent.on them. Come early to

N & CO.,,

Chestertown, Maryland.

'

LUMBER

Shingles, Pickeds,
CYPRESS FENCING.

WHITE PINE BARN BOARDS,

DRESSED WHITE PINE BOARDS,

GEORGIA PINE FRAME STUFF,

VIRGINIA PINE FRAME STUFF,

V1. 0 Geprola P Hoorng

JUNIPER PICKETS

"FOR WIRE FENCES.

3,000 Locust and Cedar Posts

FOR FARM FENCES.
For Sale by

THOS. W. ELIASON.

WAGNER GREEN HOUSE.

WEST PRATT ST., BALTIMORE, MD.

J. & B. L. WAG N E R, PROPRIETORS.

This Restaurant is the oldest and most ex-
tensive in 1t8 accommodations of any in the
city. The crowds which lunch and dine daily
at this restaurant attest the public approba-
tion of its management, azo-tr.

C H. B. MASSEY,
@

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
jelb.

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6000_3 1-0828.jpd

CHESTERTOWN, MD | n28-tf.

1877. THE SUN. 1897

BALTIMORE, MD.

The Paper of the People.
For the People and with the People.

Honest 1n Motive.
Fearless in Expression,
Sound in Principle.
Unswerving in I1ts Allegiance to Right
Theories and Right Practices.

THE SuN Publishes All the News All the
Time, but it does not allow its columns to be
degraded by unclean, immoral or purely sen-
sational matter,

Editorally, THE SUXN is the Consistent and
unchanging champion and defender of popu-
lar rights and interests against political ma-
chines and monopolies of every character.
Independent in all things, extreme in none.
It is for good laws, good government and
good order, |

By mail 50cts. a month, Six Dollars a year.

The Baltimere Weekly Sun.

The WEEKLY SUN publishes all the news of
each week, giving complete accounts of all
events of interest throughout the world. ASs
an Agricultural paper 'I"Ee Weekly Sun is un-
surpassed. It is edited by writers of practi-
cal exerience,who know what farming means
and what farmers want in an agricultural
journal. It contains regular reports of the
work of the Agricultural experimentstations
throughout the country, of the proceedings
of farmers’ clubs and institutes, and the dis-
cussion of new methods and ideas in agricul-
ture. Its Market Reporis Poultry De?art—
ment and Veterinary column are particularly
valuable to country readers. very issue
contains Stories, Poems, Household and Puz-
zle Columns, a variety of interesting and in-
structive selected matter and other features,
which make it a welcome visitor in city and
country homes alike.

One dollar a year,
up of clubs for the Weekly Sun.
Daily and Weekly Sun mailed free of postage
in the United States, Canada and Mexico.
Payments invariably in advance.

Adress A.S. ABELL COMPANY.
Publishers and Proprietors,
Baltimore Md.

Inducements to getters-
Both the

BARRED
PLYMOUTH

30
ROCKS, g Y

GOLDEN WYANDOTTS

FOR SALE.

I have the finest chickens I ever had and
can accommodate any one with trios, breed-

| ing pens, and any number wanted. Also, a

ROBERT W, LUSBY,

For sale by
Chesterville, Md.




