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TRIALS OF OUR FOREFATHERS.

HARRIET L.

WESTCOTT-HILL.

ERMIT me to call your attention
for a brief time to a recital of some
of the stories which have come
down to us through public and pri-

~ vate sources depicting actual experiences

of patriot fathers and mothers and their
families during the stern struggle for
our national freedom. These details of
individual and family hardships and
privations must speak to our hearts and
consciences more loudly than even the
most accurate official accounts of battles
lost or won.

These memories of men and women
of the Revolution deserve careful pres-
ervation and must awaken deep sympa-

thy and earnest gratitude. Among many
more thrilling narratives 1 have selected

a simple description of home life in the
vicinity of the famous battle of lLong
Island, because there our own gallant
Maryland men especially distinguished
themselves by their indomitable valor
even unto death. Their self devotion
rendered such service to the cause of
freedom that their names will ever be
enrolled upon the hearts of their grate-
ful countrymen, and a lofty nichein the
Temple of Fame shall ever be kept sa-
cred to their memory. But to-day we
will contemplate another page 1n this
soul-stirring book of the past. In addi-
tion to the conflict of battle, there were
home incidents of that time that have

come down to us through family corres-

pondence.
The neighborhood about the scene of

the memorable conflict on Long Island
was an agricultural one. The women
and children were at home on the farms
with their colored servants and young
boys and old men, while the able bod-
ied fathers, husbands and sons were ab-
sent in the army. At that time many
of our commonest modern conveniences
and comforts were unknown. Neither
furnaces, stoves nor grates hac been in-
troduced ; neither gas, electric lights or
even lamps were used. Within the wide,
open fire-places of kitchens and living
rooms blazing logs of wood dispensed
heat and also light, in addition to the
home-madetallow candles. Around the
hearth stone and the cheerful blazing
fire or ruddy coals the family would
cluster at night, after the busy hours of
the day, and the young people would
hear many a well remembered tale of
life experience from the lips of honored
grandparents or father or mother. From
the peace of such home life the farmer
folk were rudely awakened that mo-
mentous 22d of August, 1776. From the
recorded annals of one particular family
I have learned some of their trials from
the clash of arms between the Ameri-
‘cans and British that memorable day.
The early morn was bright and beauti-
ful, and presaged nothing of the sorrow
and distress so imminent. The fields
were covered with ripening grain, sweet
clover blossoms scented the air, and the
honey bees flitted, from stem to stem
gathering sweetness. Suddenly the fir-
ing of cannon resounded through the
still midsummer air.

The workers in the fields soon came
running to report the surmise that the
British had landed and must be ap-
proaching. Then wasthere a hastening
to the postoffice or the country store (the
great place of rendezvous in the neigh-
borhood) to learn more definitely the
latest news. Women, dressed neatly in
the short gown, (the style of their mod-
est home attire) ran to their front doors
to make anxious inquiry of any chance
passer-by, The house servants gathered
in alarm around their mistress, asking,
‘““What is the matter?”” The men who
had been left to work on the farm as
less robust than those who had already
gone in the army, hastened toarm them-
selves with anything available they
could find. The master at the school
house soon caught the excitement, and,
with his pupils, left his desk and came
out to join the anxious inquirers. An
awe struck the hearts of the hearers as
from the low Dutch church suddenly a
violent ringing of the bell was heard,
for that was the well known signal of
coming danger.

Soon their worst fears were realized,
as the reverberation of the big Hessian
guns smote the air, and the black smoke
darkened the deep blue of the cloudless
sky like the unfurling of a banner of
evil import. The one who recorded
these facts was then but a girl of barely
sixteen years. Her father (an invalid)
her mother and one sister, with the col-
ored servants and their children, com-
posed the household. The father was
feeble from sickness and had to walk
with a stout cane, and dressed in the
long bodied and long skirted coat, with
knee breeches and knee buckles, the
stvle of the time, he looked much older
than he really was.

This family of unprotected, helpless
ones knew they should seek greater
safety by removing to some place more
distant from the opposing armies. The
farm wagon and horses were hastily
made ready and brought to the house
door to remove the family and other
valuables to a place of safety. Some
few pieces of furniture most prized were
placed in the wagon, also the works of

 the tall old Dutch clock.

Then was put
in the much loved Dutch Bible, with
1ts great shining brass clasps, besides a
few other things. The old colored cook
brought out the big iron dinner pot with
the meat in it, which had been boiling
over the fire in preparation for the fam-
1ly meal. The pot had to be left, but
they took the joint of meat with them.
In those days there were no butcher’s
nor grocery wagons, nor poultry dealers
to bring supplies around to families as
now. The farmers supplied their needs
chiefly from their home resources. The
beef was from animals reared, fattened
and killed at home ; alarge part pickled
and kept in casks to be drawn upon as
needed. Poultry was abundant, raised
by the farmer’s thrifty wife. Fish were
to be had in the near-by ponds and
streams. The fatted calf would be killed
and the neighbors would share with
each other at each one’s especial ‘“kill-
ing time.”’

This was the happy condition of the
time of peace, but on this day we speak
of the firing of guns, though still distant,
was constantly telling to anxious hearts
that a battle was waging. Before the
farm wagon, with its full load, left the
home, the father gave orders that the

remaining horses should be taken as far |

from the highway as possible so as to
escape being captured by theenemy. An
order was given totakethe grain already
stored in the barn to the open field and

| to stack it to be burned, that it might

not be used for the enemy’s supplies.
““We had never a more plentiful har-
vest,”” said the poor father, with a sigh.
The mother replied, ‘“Never mind ; our
people will save it if they can, but bet-
ter to have it burned than to strengthen
the enemy.”” They could tarry no long-
er, and with sad and fearful heartsdrove
to the house of some relatives at a dis-

tance, leaving their home, the poor:

father said, never to see it again nor to
recover their possessions. One evening
not long after they saw a bright light in
the direction of their house and a heavy
smoke in the sky, which alas! arose
from the burning stacks of grain and
their comfortable homestead.

Their home was a typical Dutch farm-
house, and had tiles decorated with
scripture scenes about its wide fire-place,
and had been built soon after the settle-
ment of Flatbush, either with imported
Holland bricks or some home manufac-
tured ones, at a brick kiln which had
existed early in the vicinity. This house
was burnt by the order of Lord Corn-
wallis, because it had been a defense
behind which our American riflemen
had fired. When the armed forces left
that neighborhood this family retnrned
to their desolate home, having lost near-
ly everything but the bare land. Kind
neighbors gave them shelter and food,
and for a time they oecupied a deserted
house to which the owner did not re-
turn till later. The father, in ill health,
was utterly despondent at the prospect
of the coming winter. The mother, re-
markably cheery and hopeful, was the
stay and comfort of them all. Asspeed-
1ly as possible this good mother secured
lumber from a loyalist, who had some
piled on his premises, and soon had
carpenters busily at work to build an-
other house.

The two daughters and any young
friends they could press into service
were given the task of diligently-hunt-

Ing for nails that could be used again in |

the new house among the ashes and de-
bris of the ruined dwelling. Before the
new year they had the satisfaction of
moving into their house although not
finished till long after, as the lumber
gave out, Some prisoner officers who
were allowed their liberty on parole liv-
ing in the neighborhood, used to help
hunt for naile and straighten them out
for use again. Around was a scene of
of general havoe. Disaster had follow-
ed the patriot army. General de Heis-
ter, with his Hessian troops; Lord Corn-
wallis, with his regiments of infantry and
artillery; and Lord Percy, with his Gren-
adiers, were well trained soldiers, and

more than a match for our own raw

troops.
Our men had been commanded ably

by General Green, but at this time he
was very sick, and the command de-
volved upon another general, who was
unfamiliar with the locality. Our Amer-
ican forces were repulsed again: the loss
in killed, wounded and prisoners was
fully 1,500; (some historians say twice
that many.) It was during this time of
disaster and deep sadness that our Mary-
land batallion rendered such vital ser-
vice in covering the retreat of our broken
forces by ther heroic conduct. The
written narrative from which I have
taken my facts continues thus :

“On the farms, in the fields and woods,
everywhere, men were found desper-
ately wounded or having just died. In
the old Dutch church ‘the mortally
wounded were placed, and the dead
were buried just outside the walls in the
old burial ground. One could not cross
the woods 1n any direction without find-
ing the body of some soldier who had
fallen in that terrible retreat utterly ex-

(Continued to sixth page.)

Children Cry for Pitcher’s Castoria,
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EXACT COPY OF WRAPPER. ) similo
by signature
MM, / . of

- At6 months old |
|35 DosEs —35 CEnTs.

AVegetable Preparation for As-

similating theFood and Regula-
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

Promotes Digestion,Chzerful-
ness and Rest.Contains neither
Opum,Morphine nor Mineral.

NOT NARCOTIC.

Fecype of Old Dr-SAMUELPITCHER
Lumplan Seed -

Alx.Sennea +
Lodelle Salls -
Arise Seed +
Feppe

rmint -

Bt Carbonate Sodz +
Warm Seed ~
Clarthed Sigar -
Winlergreen” Flavor:

Aperfect Remedy for Constipa- || [
tion, Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea,

Worms Convulsions, Feverish- ||{i &

ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

Fac Simile Signature of
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NEW YORK.
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ltgll Castoria is put up in one-size bottles only, It
%l is not sold in bulk, Don't allow anyone to sel
| |[&1l you anything else on the plea or promise that it
2 is “just as good” and “will énswer every
”f[ pose.”) &P~ See that you get C-A-S-T-0-R-I-A.
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What More Can

Only this ; ask your grocer for it, and insist on trying it.
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be Asked?

THE N. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY,

St. Louis, New York,

[

Boston,

N Y
AN NN

Largest package—greatest economy.

Philadelphia,
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Fence Pickets, (Hard Wood.
Galvenized and Patent Steel
Paper Roofing. Roof Paint.
Lubricating Oils.
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TILGHMAN SHAFER,

and is a perfect success; also, the DAIN CORN CUTTER
vesting from 40 to 50 acres of corn. So, farmers, it will y

Send

Bickford & Huffman Grain Drill

which is considered the BEST and MOST DURABLE and RELTA- E

BLE

GRAIN DRILLS. Farmers, look at your Drills and send them to us. -4

tenuine Oliver Chilled Plows and Castings !

Carriages, Buggies, No-Top Buggies, Road Carts, Daytons,

Poles, Carriage Harness, all Kinds: Farm Wagons and Dearb

gvl_l_tters and Crushers, Power Grinding Mills, Root Cutters,
ire,

1809~.

M eadquarters for

feef ety - -
PENGE WIRE:

All Styles of Woven Wire Fences,

Fence Tools.
Roofing.

peE~Before Buying Elsewhere, call to see

JOSEPH GUEST.
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BLACKSMITH & WHEELWRIGHT,

We sell the MCCORMICK CORN CUTTER a

in your orders at once. And we sell the

DRILL on the market. And we REPAIR

REPAIRING A SPECIALTY !

——WE KEEP FOR

nd HARVE_STEI}.. which has been tried
which will pay for itself in Har-
ou to buy one of these Cutters.

A A

- —

SALE THE—— -

Headquarters for Corn Cutters and DljillS

At the 0ld Stand, Kennedyville, Maryland.
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AND ALL KINDS OF AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

Belting of all kinds.

2F Also, Fire Insurance Agent.

Sulkies, Carriage Tops, Carriage
orns, Grass Seeders, Power Feed
Cucumber Pumps, Barbbed Fence
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SEE THIS !

for Little Money call on

SAMUEL HICKS,

at his Shops. on Court Street.

We handle the Best Riding
Gear on the market on our

DEARBORNS

ou compare them with any or all others and
you will be convinced.

BOTTOM PRICES ON CARRIAGES.

all kinds.
SHOEING A SPECIALTY.

June 6, 1896. SAMUEL HICKS.

WILLIAM PARR

(1165 000 karaware

I will, beginning July 1st, sell my goods for
the CASH ONLY. Those in need of

Harness, Collars,
Bridles, Pads, Nets,

BOOTS, HARDWARE,
NAILS, HINGES, FORKS,
SHOVELS, HOES, SPADES,
DOOR AND WINDOW SCREENS,

SCREEN AND POULTRY WIRE,
PLAIN and BARBED FENCE WIRE,
WHITEWASH BRUSHES,

Machine and Harness 0ils !

CASTOR AXLE GREASE,

the best Axle Grease on the Market, and eve-
ry thing in the line 1 will sell as sell as low as
the goods can be bought.

B>F " Give me a call.
Yours, respectfully,

WILLIAM PARR,
Still Pond, Maryland.

June 27, 1896.

WM. H. McFEELY’S

INSURANCE AGENCY !

——Tepresents—-—

ROYAL INSURANCE CO.
PHENIX, of Brooklyn,
PENNSYLVANIA, of Phila.,
ST. PAUL FIRE AND MARINE,

NEW YORK LIFE INS. CO.,

A Policy Without Restrictions. Non-
Forfeitable and Incontestable. Sim-

plest, Strongest and gives more advan-
tages than any Life Insurance Contract
issued. Have had ten years experience
and can give my customers everyadvan-
tage in the business.

Write or call for rates and information
Office on Main street. Chestertown, Md.

A NRS. D. GRUBER'S, Up-{ow

May be found at all times,

THE BEST—THE FRESHEST—
THE MOST WHOLESOME—

AND THE CHEAPEST

Bread, Buns, Cakes,

PIES, &c,, &c.,

IN QUANTITIES TO SUIT.

¥ Wealso have a nice line of

CHOICE CONFECTIONERY !

125" Don’t forget the place.

MRS. D. GRUBER,

Jan. 2, 1897. UP TOWN.

(Successors to Cummins & Cosgriff,

—MANUFACTURERS OF—

Porous Drain Tile!

Egg-Shaped,?2 to 8 inches calibre. Bound with
collar, 2, 2% and 3 inches calibre.

25" Send for price-list and circular.

Address, COSGRIFF,BECK & HAZELL
2mb5. SMYRNA, DELAWARE.
GEORGE W, SMITH. Agent, Chestertown

- ' - L: . -;" o
JV K?)}hf"@hp REGISTERED PHYSICIAN,
e, Twenty-five years’ experience.

';,.-‘* Specialist in Diseases of Wome:i
T only. Private Sanitarium of high

o

)

-Jrepute. Absolute privacy afford-
o) ) €d- Female Regulative Pills $2.00
\e vy - per box. Advice by mail.

1603 EAST BALTIMORE STREET, BALTIMORE, MD.

N O 1 JCH, o Lo

All Bicyclists are bereby notified not to
STOP or COLLECT on the BRIDGE at **Grist
Mill,”” outside the limits of Chestertown, with
their wheels on and after this date : and also
to stop making such NOISES as are caused by
putting rubbers or flags on their wheels rid-
ing on the public roads of Kent county.

By order of the Board of Commaissioners.

|

n28-3t. W. H. LAMBERT, JRr., CLERK.

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6000_3 1-0829.jpg

If You Want a Good Job

Repairing and Wheelwrighting of

| dletown, Del.,

COSGRIFF, BECK & HAZELL.

Commission Cards.

SAMUEL M. LAWDER & SON,

GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANTS
for the sale of

Frurrs, Fisa, WooL, PourLTRrY, LIVE
STOCK, &c.
No. 125 Light St., Baltimore, Md.
25 Established 1892.

YOMEGYS BROWN,

WITH
LONEY & CO.,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS
GRAIN, FRUITS, PourLTrRY,WooL, LIVE STOOK
EGcGgs, HiDpEs, &c.

215 S. Charles St,, Baltimore, Md.

Reference :—Drovers, Mechanics’ and Na-
tional Bank.

STEVENS BROTHERS,

Members of Chamber of Commerce,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS.
for the sale of

GRAIN, Fruirs, LIiVve STOCK, WOOIL AND
COUNTRY PRODUCE GENERALLY. °

25" Special attention given to the sale of
Grain and Fruits.

No. 206 S. Charles St,, Baltimore, Md.
Reference :—Merchants’ National Bank,

FRANK WRIGHT & CO.,

e

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
for the sale of

GRAIN, FrUITS, FisH, LIVE STOCK, WooL,
HIpES, FURS and GENERAT, PRODUCE,
No. 804 South Charles Street, Baltimore, Md.

JAMES W. JEROME & CO.,

e

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
for the sale of
GRAIN, FrUITS, LIVE STOCK, WOOL, AND
COUNTRY PRODUCE GENERALLY.
Special attention given to the sale of Grain

and Fruits. .
.18 East Camden St.,
Near Light St. Wharf. Baltimore, Md.

é o CREW,
» ‘ WITH
CLIFTON & WOODLAND,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS
=17 S. Charles St., Balto., Md.
B2 "GRAIN and FRUITS a SPECIALTY.

Reference :—National Exchange Bank.
Members of the Corn and Flour Exchange.

Philadelphia.

i W W N W W B e Y S B e W, W N L

R A BRICE,
“ —

SPECTALTY in PEACHES and POULTRY,

328 N. Front St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Quick Sales.

T W W N W W L,

Prompt Returns.

‘Thanks for past patronage. I ask for a con-
tinuance of your shipments, knowing that it
18 better to keep old; shippers by fair and
promptdealings than to hunt new trade every

year Jy20.
“IILLIAM CLAYTON,
——WITH
H.W’.PHILLTPS,
FRUIT and PRODUCE

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
258 South Front Street, Pniladelphia.

_ er earnestly solicit your consignments of
fruits and vegetables, with best market-
prices. All returns made daily.

Reference :—Southern National Bank, Phil-
adelphia, and Phila. Produce Exchange.

WILLIAM P. IRELAND,

B S

121 Callowhill Street, Philadelphia.

COMMISSION MERCHANT
IN FRUITS, PRODUCE, PouLTRrRY, EGGR AND
Live StocCK.

Quick Sales at top market pricesand prompt
returns, daily if requested. jy18.

R. T,. COCHRAN. G. L. COCHRAN.

COCHRAN BROTHERS,

PRODUCE COMMISSION MERCHANTS.
329 Washington St., New York.

L]

REFERENCES :—Citizens’ Nation’l Bank, Mid-
Irving Notional Bank, New

York.

& Returns made daily. Jy11-2m.

FIRE, LIFE AND TORNADO
[nsurance !

The undersigned would respectfully inform
his friends and the public generally that he
has succeeded Mr. I.. B. Russell as agent of
the following old, reliable Insurance compa-
nies, namely :

Agricultural, of Watertown, N. Y., Fire,
Continental, of New York, Fire,
Norwich Union, of England, Fire,
Maryland Home, of Crisfield,

National Life, of Vermont.

ALL CLASSES of Property insured at low-
eS8t current rates.

tlI,.g’JSSES fairly adjusted and Promptly set-
ed. |

TORNADOES are becoming more frequent
every year in this locality. and prudent prop-
erty owners will avail themselvesof this form
of insurance. The rate is low.

LIFE INSURANCE. Send for an illustra-
tion of the very best Life Insurance Contract
ever offered.

Prompt and careful attention given all bus-
iness. Addressor call on

JATES G. BECK,

Chestertown, Md.

Office in the Simper’s Building, ‘opposite

Court House.,

50 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE.

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,

COPYRICHTS &c.

Anyone sending a sketch and description may
quickly ascertain, free, whether an invention is
probably patentable. Communications strictly
confidential. Oldest agency forsecuring patents
in America. We have a Washington office.

Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive

special notice in the

SGIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

beautifully illustrated, largest circulation of
any scientific 1j}t:muﬂ:uau.l, weekly, terms $3.00 a year;
1.50 six months. S8Specimen copies and HAND
JOOK ON PATENTS sent free. Address

MUNN & CO., -
361 Broadway, New York.

J




