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A SINGULAR CUSTOM OF THE SOUTH

SEA ISLANDERS.

e

The Way the Natives In the Days Be-
fore Civilization Had Fully Marked
Them For Its Own Used to Get Even

With Their Enemies.

A little while ago while turning over
gome mementos of many years spent
im~the Pacific islands I came across a

* gmall circle of fine cane about two

inches in diameter. From the side to-

ward the center a delicate network of
the fibers of some plant was construct-
ed, leaving a small hole in the center
Jarge enough for, say, 4 bee to crawl
through. 7The article weighed less
than a quarter of an ounce; yet, small
and harmless as it appeared, it is not
g0 very many years ago that it and
others like 1t were objects of deadly

terror to the natives of many of the |

Pacific islands, particularly those of
Manahiki (Humphrey island), for the
gimple looking thing was a ‘‘soul catch-
or’—that is, a destroyer of human life.

Manahiki is one of a group of low
lying atoll islands to the north-nor®a-
west of Samoa, and 1S people today
are about the best oducated of all the
Malayo-Polynesian people. They elect a
king and parliament, have one of the
most beautifully adorned churches in
the Pacific islands, and nearly all the
younger members of the community
can now not only speak but read and
write English. The island is—for an
atoll—unusually fertile and the people
o fine, stalwart, handsome CcODDEr col-
ored race. The main industries are the
making of ‘“copra’” (dried cocoanut) and
diving for pearl shell.

“Qoul catching” in the heathen days,
prior to 18063, could be and was prac-
ticed by any ene who desired revenge
or the life of an encuy. Indeed, al-
though the people were nominally
Christians in 1875, it was still in
vogue. The modus operandi 18 Very
simple. Say that two men, Rika and
Tetoro, quarrel. Rika accuses Tetoro
of going out into the lagoon at night-
time, lifting his (Rika’s) fish traps and
abstracting the contents. He therefore
demands compensation. Tetoro denies
the theft. The relatives of both men
take sides, and the quarrel assumes all
the elements of a feud with bloodshed.
It may be that Tetoro is a man of
means or chiefly rank and influence
and treats his accuser with scorn.

“Very well,” the injured Rika cries.
«“1f I cannot get justice from you I
shall snare your soul, and you will die
of a wasting sickness.”

Tetoro., even if he is innocent, begins
to foel uneasy at this threat and, while
vigorously denying the theft, offers
Rika a present of a pig to end the mat-
ter. Rika’s relatives at once clamor
not only for their original demands,
but for the pig as well. Possibly a free
fight ensues, and Rika’s people get
badly used, and threats of ‘soul snar-
ing” are heard on all sides.

Then Rika’s wife makes the snare for
Tetoro’s soul. Taking her mat out into
the village square or upon a well fre-
quented road or path, she suspends the
snare from the branches of treces or
sticks placed in the ground in such a
position that she can closely watceh the
orifice in the center of the square.
Rika’s friends, male and female, come
with her. They bring food and eat it
and throw fragments under the snare
'to attract the flies, with which the is-
1and is infested. If but one fly crawls
through the hole Tetoro is a dead man,
Lunless he suddenly gives in and allows
himself to be bled, for not only do
Rika’s people watch the snare, but his
own as well. No one of them would
dare to attempt to destroy the snare.
The death of the interferer by occuilt
power would certainly follow.

And so for hours and hours—some-
times for days—many pairs of eyes
watch the little circle of cane, and Te-
toro and his friends are NoOw ready to
yield, but feel that still more extor-
tionate demands may be made. Then
at last a fly is seen to crawl through,
and a shout goes through the village.

“Ua hopo te lago! Ua hopo te lazol!”
(“A fly has passed through.””) Tetoro
hears the cries and immediately imag-
ines he feels ill. His wife and relatives
crowd about him and try to cheer him
up, but his face assumes 4 melancholy
look. and as the time pasSes on he re-
fuses his food. Perhaps he may con-
foss that he did steal Rika’s fish and
tremblingly offer to make full restitu-
tion if Rika will cateh a fly and make
it go through the circle from the re-
verse side through which tha first one
entered voluntarily. Usually this is
done, and what might have become. a
lasting family feud had Tetovo died of
«funk.” through being bewitched, ends
up by the payment of 80 much property
to Rika, and a feast for which both
parties provide the viands.—Pall Mall

Gazette.

Noe Good to the Landlord.

The minister and the landlord were |

talking matters over about a person
who wished to become ODE of the lat-

ter’s tenants.

“Morally he is sound. but financially
he is weak,” said the minister.

“Ah. weel” replied the factor., “ip
‘that case he’s a guid enough sitter for
'you, but no for me.” And the nego-
itiations were declared “off.”—London
ITelegraph.
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? That Huarried Him,

Markley—Yes, I did lend him $10.
Newitt—Well, I suppose he’ll pay you

'hack some day, but you can’'t make

'him hurry.
Markley—I don’t  know about that.
‘The mere sight of me walking along

'the street has had that effect upon him
several times lately.— Philadelphia
'Press.
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Are you satisfied to do nothing today

except tell of the wonderful things you
}intend to do tomorrow 7—Atchisor
Globe.
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THE SOUL CATCHERS. |

live on a book 103 days, as has been
' shown by experiment.

|

|
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'do not see a very rapidly moving ob-

gen

| through the street gratings. Under the
' High street there flow several streams

'surface water from the street by means
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POPULAR SCIENCE.

The microbe of the tuberculosis may

Y.
7o

Of 1,000 parts of the moon D76 are
visible to us on the earth; 424 parts re-
main hidden absolutely to man’s eyes.

Without its atmosphere, which serves
as a coverlet to protect it against the
fearful cold of space, the surface of the
earth would be frozen like that of the
airless moon.

A certain duration of a luminous im-
pression is necessary 1o produce an ef-
fect on the retina. Hence it is that we

creatures of circumstances.’’
Only a fortnight since we
needed a Coal or Wood Stove and

 ject, such as a bullet fired from a gun. fuel to keep us warm, but May
If this globe were cooled down to 200 | has come and all 1s changed_

TRUE ENOUGH, ‘‘we are all

degrees below zero of centigrade, it | |
would be covered with a sea of lique- Vesterday our streets aud fields

fied gas thirty-five feet deep, of which | were covered with snow and sleet.
about seven feet would be liquid oxy- To-day vegetation greets the eye

everywhere, reminding us that we

Blood travels from the heart through | . .
8% | will soon need the following from

the arteries ordinarily at the rate of
about twelve inches per second. Its
speed through the capillaries is at the

rate of three one-hundredths of an inch ' J K AhDRlDGE & CO
per second. ; ¥ ;
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Fishing Through S't_reet Gratings. k
1n Winchester, England, it is quite a ; ]’
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common thing to see men fishing '

|
|
|
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which ultimately discharge into the Cultiva.tors, ClllﬁV&tOI' Steels1 3

river Itchen, a noted trout stream. . :
These streams receive the storm and all 5129%1

LLAWN SWINGS $2.98 LAWN SETTEES
soc 75¢ and $r1.10. The LARGE REED
PORCH ROCKERS only $1.29.

SCREEN DOORS. any size 6oc 30C and 93c.
WINDOW SCREENS, all sizes 10C up.

Do you wanta HAMMOCK? We have cut our former under-
selling price 10 per cent.

ELIN

CHESTERTOWN, MD.

E

A complete assortment of %

Composition Books, %
Writing Tablets,

Companions, '

Pencils, i

Slates,
Etc.

N DRl G0

emerzes from under the street and 1is
there able to recover his line and land

il -~

his fish. : _ %
Window Screens,

[} Y0U WANT Ay Wi Sk

Poultry Netting, ;&%

Sereen Doors. D«E\é

A FIRST-CLASS, RELIABLE | g&=SERVICE LAWN HOSE,
CARRIAGE WHIPS a Specialty. g'h

 of the ordinary street grating. The line G’aI'dB]l HOBB, NZ A9, A0 N3 2w Wk Al
{s dropped through and fastened 1o the %'19”_%‘%%—%”——4‘?;"—'—%‘%@ * ~—>
end of a stick small enough to g0 Garden Barrows, « jl‘ﬁ o d > ’ i

| through the grate. When the fish is T :

hooked, the line and stick are dropped H&Y FOI'kS, %@%

through the grating, and the fisherman : | “t;

rushes to the point where the stream H&y Carriers. %L% |
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It's the under-
standing with all our

. /A | L&Y customersthatif any

SHOE PURCHASED
HERE is not exactl
as represented they
can return the Shoes
and get a new pair.
Only Good Shoes
are sold here: that's

/A WHITEWASH BRUSHES,
W ALL BRUSHES,
STREET and STABLE BROOMS.

%or your Wheat— mounted ; GRASS SCYTHES, Weed

. : 7l &
one that will not gum up or clog Scythes and Snatbs.
: : | e HAMMOCKS—all grades.
in your drill— \

|
i

b

Al
1#m-GRINDSTONES, monnted and un- §A% \

> IR
% “The Shoe Man.”

N2 pAlZ, 2N, oNZ, N
7N %ﬁ'ﬂgﬁisﬁ& D

why we can live up

oyt Saw %/ er you are missing
D 2 SOMeEThING.

A large line of Children’s School Shoes for

Fall and cheaper than ever. We carry a line that

oss— I ALDNINE& 003 Bt cate
‘@

store. Every pair warranted to be as represented.
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Under Stam’s Hall.
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%Tﬁ' CHESTERTOWN, MD.
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%}% The Oldest College in Maryland.

\ Beautiful and Healthful Situation
l% Careful Superyision of Students
Q il @

ﬁ VERY LOW RATES.

Classical, Scientific and Modern

al
‘Language Courses.
Ji% Sub Freshman Classes for Prepara-

tion for College.

o g ?ﬁ Also Washington Normal School.

jp A DIPLOMA entitles pupil to
%‘% lteach without examination.
3l

SESSION OPENS SEPTEMBER 16TH.
%‘%’% Address JAS. W. CAIN, LDD.
u(ﬁ A29 President
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This is our Twenty=-second year

The largest yietds of wheat this

year have been where these goods
were used.

. We are also prepared to put up
any kind of Fertilizer you dcsire,
from the very best to the lowest

price. | te

Office, KENT NEWS Building,
'Phone No. 3. CHESTERTOWN, MD.

Vou must be in a hurry if you
regard as a sacrifice the time you
_______——— spend 1n looking at our stock.. ‘1t
wouldn’t be a sacrifice of your time
H_ L. EVANS & CO. whatever your time was worth,
because the surest way of saving
time is to know just how rapidly it
is flying. Our prices will save time.
Wilmington, - Delaware, If you are thinking of buying a
Watch we can serve your purposes
better than they can elsewhere,
and we mean it when we say it. ~

A. LEVINE,

Chestertown, Md. |

Next Door to Savings Bank.

BANKERS and BROKERS,

Execute Orders for

the purchase and sale
of Stocks, Bonds, |

Wheat, Corn and Cot- :
ton on all the leading

exchanges.

INVESTMENT SECURITIES ||

" A SPECIALTY. NEW HEADQUARTERS

augl2 3mos. LR R-—— ‘ ‘ J. D. BHCCHUS! | I

= | : water. This is a stride forward and to the ad- |

— e
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| 4he Baltimore and Delaware Bay Railroad.

STANDARD LIME & STONE CO.’S LINE~—De-

| livered by boat at any wharf or landing on the
Chesapeake or tributaries.

GROUND LIME—Delivered by rail or boat on rea-
sonable notice. The lime you drill in your land |
the same as fertilizer and is getting to be very
popular because of the way in which it can be
used and the good results. T &

— "1

COAL,\WOOD |

UNDER COVER—The only yard in the county
where you can buy COAL free from snow and

vantage of coal buvers. Best Coals, Lowest
Prices, Quick Delivery. Come and see us before
buying and let us see what we can do for you. |

KERR’S WRIGHTSVILLE, SCHUYLKILL and H.
C_LIME—Delivered by rail to any station on

CHESTERTOMWN, AXD.
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in business on the corner of Kent
and High Streets, Up-Town.
Dealer in Domestics, Dry Goods,
Notions, Hosiery and Underwear,
Boots and Shoes, Groceries, Pro-
visions, Crockery and Glassware,
Tobacco and Cigars, Gasoline keep,
yonr house cool, Baled Hay, Sole
Leather anc Half Soles.
| Country Meat, Lard and Egg
wanted. Market price paid for

Corn. Give us a call, our prices
are right.

N. 0. CROW

|

FIRE ! FIRE ! FIRE !

LIGHTNING 1  LIGHTNING !

Those desiring protection from Fire and
Lightning, call on or address HARRY L.
BOYD, Chestertown, Md., agent for

Assets, $11,000,000.

PH(ENIX, - - of Hartford, Conm.
Assets, $6,000,000.

Where the ]_owee*t rateg consistent with
honest protection will be given, Don’'t wait
until you are burned out.

HARRY L. BOYD*
Chestertown,Md,

i
‘\ ATNA, 2 - of Hartford, Conn.

)

in any form yields
quickly to NELATON’S‘
REMEDY. Guaranteed
to cure Rheumatism,
Neuralgia, Sciatica,

Gout — money back if it
fails. At your druggist’'s.
Free sample on request.

_— ]

Nelaton Remedy Co.,

BALTIMORE, MD,

T 's.G. CALDWELL,

-
i

. Full line of Harness, Halters, Rope |

LIVE STOGK DE ALER Traces, Barbed Wire, Poultry Wire and
a full supply of Hardware. .

Sole Agent for Plano Light Running

Harvesting Machinery, also Empire|f

Grain Drill. \"
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GALENA, MD.

Dealer in All Kinds CATTLE, HORSES,
HOGS, SHEEP and LAMBS. Lap Dusters a specialty.
If you want a bargain please give me

The Best]

Business|
' Positions

|
3
GO LT:S MD % thank me for calling Y
" B
]

| Want to Tell You :

free of charge how to get the
BEST BUSINESS POSI- house, with table service and other con-

have just published, you will

ver published )= mailed

l (Formerly Watts' House,)

d | ADJOINING VOSHELL HOUSE.
!

We are conducting a first Class boarding

| veniences at the very best.
Boarders accommodated by day or week.

TIONS, and when you have read J |Also table board furnighed.

| OUR RESTAURANT is also in the same

the 7new illustmted bOOk, which 1 building and we are prepared to serve meals

at(fislrls%jélf{s'

S served 1n all styles and quickly.
ICE CREAM,WATER ICES and Fqu(;ZE{';'
CUSTARD we make a specialty of and sup-

our attention to lt, for 1t 1S 25?2?552{&1{)/ interest- ply by the plate orgallon. Festivals, picnics,
| ing and valuadle—the most beautiful of its kind e

| etc., supplied.

We invite ladies to make this their head-
quarters when in town and leave their

young tilen and young women who are ambitious to succeed, { |bundles and wraps here. Old friends are

or to parents who have boys and girls to educate.
WRITE ME TO-DAY.

H. S. GOLDEY, President,

Goldey College, Wilmington, Del.

——

always welcome,
This house is under my personal super-
vision and everything will have our best care

and attention.
MRS. J. CORDRAY LOUD,
March 8-tf. Proprietor.

5

TO CURE ATCOLD IN ONE DAY

Have always on hand for gale HORSES to . :
<uit the farm and all business purposes, And a call. My prices will please you.

very animal guaranteed. Come and see my
stock before buying elsewhere. Jjan24-1yr. myb6l, GoLT’s MDbD.
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W. E. MATTHEWS, lt_pays tO A.d

|
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| Take Laxative Bromo QuiniméTablets. All

Vertise in the “NeWS.,, rug gists refund the money if it?ﬁlsto cure

I E. W. Grove’s signature is on each box. 2ics




