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date tbough ascribed to him; for to me there seems too great a
quantity and variety of ceremonies and prayers to be directed at
once by one man. In the Romish church they have increased grad-

ually in a course of ages to their present bulk. Those who added
new ones from time to time found it necessary to give them author-

ity by pretences of their antiquity. The books of Moses, indeed. if

That year the Board of Ordnance asked Franklin how the ow-

d‘m}magazillgs_gl_]?.u.nﬂ.cet_&ightﬁbenpm d from lightning. He
visited them on 28 May and recommendeh

by his advice had been We‘b_@@

The matter was taken to the Royal Society, which appointed a
committee to investigate. Franklin, who was on the committee
(Wlt%l Henry Cavendish, William Watson, John Robertson, and
Benjamin \-V_ilson), drew up the report on 21 August and 1v1:ote a
101?g paper in explanation.*®* Wilson, the electrician who had
painted Franklin’s portrait, dissented from the committee majorit
They Proposed pointed rods, which he thought would ”solicijt” thyo.;
lightning and draw it into the magazines. Blunt rods would be
better. Pointed rods were used, but Wilson published adverse
angry pamphlets. Franklin refused to answer them. The con:
It)roversy had an incredible consequence. After the Revolution had
egun the powder magazines were struck by lightning, though not

damaged. -Qeﬁngg}Wilson and ordered blunt
CQndgctCMJ#/_emgwmw own palace, as if to spite
.t.he_re- be'l F rank in. Because Pringle would not};lT:mltEe—Ein—pE
thlS- prejudice he was forced to resign as president of the RE al
Society and dismissed from his post as royal physician. Y
Qn 19 Semm wrote to Priestley, who could not
quite make up his mind whether to become Shelburne’s librarian
SLI(Eh cases of indecision, Franklin said, “are difficult chiefly becau '
while we have them under consideration all the reasonsypro a;;
con are not present to the mind at the same time; but sometimes
one set present themselves and at other times another, the first

being out of sight. . . . To get over this, my way 1s to divide half

?Psll?et o:if paper by a line into two columns: writing over the one
ro and over the other ° ' !
er ‘Con.” Then during three or four days’
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consideration I put d
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