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CHAPTER 6

ments are not so agreeable, it 1s proposed to put an end to them
for this season, somewhat humorously, in a party of pleasure on
the banks of Schuylkill. Spirits, at the same time, are to be fired by
a spark sent from side to side through the river, without any other
conductor than the water: an experiment which we some time
since performed, to the amazement of many. A turkey is to be
killed for our dinner by the electrical shock, and roasted by the
electrical jack, before a fire kindled by the electrified bottle; when
the healths of all the famous electricians in England, Holland,
France, and Germany are to be drank in electrified bumpers, under
the discharge of guns from the electrical battery.”°

Later that year Franklin made an entry in “the minutes I used
to keep of the experiments I made, with memorandums of such as
I purposed to make, November 7, 1749. Electrical fluid agrees
with lightning in these particulars. 1. Giving light. 2. Colour of
the light. g. Crooked direction. 4. Swift motion. 5. Being con-
ducted by metals. 6. Crack or noise in exploding. #. Subsisting in
water or ice. 8. Rending bodies it passes through. g. Destroying
animals. 10. Melting metals. 11. Firing inflaimmable substances.
12. Sulphureous smell. The electric fluid is attracted by points. We
do not know whether this property 1s in lightning. But since they
agree 1n all particulars wherein we can already compare them, 1s it
not probable they agree likewise in this? Let the experiment be
made."’!* Other scientists before Franklin had suspected that light-
ning was electricity. He set out to find a method of proving it.

A use for the discovery was promptly in his mind. It cannot
have been more than a few weeks before he wrote a letter which
Collinson sent to the @enrleman’s Magazine for May 1750y where
it has eluded Franklin’s editors. ““T'here 1s something, however, in
the experiments of points, sending off or drawing on the electrical
fire, which has not been fully explained, and which I intend to
supply in my next. For the doctrine of points 1s very curious, and
the eftects of them truly wonderful and, from Wﬁ_l_hwd
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