Benjamin Franklin PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER

again and again during the summer of 1752.
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comes from Joseph Priestle

a_fterwards but read in manuscript by Franklin, who must have
given Priestley the precise, familiar details.

"As every circumstance relating to so capital a discovery (the
greatest, perhaps, since the time of Sjr Isaac Newton) cannot but
give pleasure to all my readers, I shall endeavour to gratify them
with the communication of 2 tew particulars which | have from

the best authority.,
“The Doctor, having published his method of verifying his

h : : R
ypothesis concerning the 2ameness of electricity with the matter
crection ¢ e '

of lightning, was waiting for the C 1St

'Chur_cl‘{] in Philadelphia to carry his views into éxecution; not
Imagining that a pointed rod of a moderate height could answer
tl}e purpose; when it occurred to him that by means of a common
kite h(’:‘ could have better access to the regions of thunder than by
any spire whatever. Preparing, therefore, a large silk handkerchief
and two cross-sticks of a Proper length on which to extend it, he
ity of the first approaching thunder-storm to
tsze a walk in the fields, in which there was a shed convenient for
his purpose. But, dreading the ridicule which too commonly at-
tends unsuccessful attempts 1n science, he communicated his in-
tended experiment to nobody but his son”—then twenty-one, not
a child as in the traditional 1llustrations of the scene—-“wh:t) as-
sisted him in raising the kite.
“The kite being raised, a considerable time elapsed before there
Was any appearance of its being electrified. One Very promising
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