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scicntist. within but a few centuries past, 1s involved in doubt and uncer-
L CXperi- tainty. We scarce know to whom we are indebted for the compass
- readily and for spectacles; nor have even paper and printing, that record

ror. His !E everything else, been able to preserve with certainty the name and
T to him : reputation of their inventors. One would not, therefore, of all
wrote to t faculties or qualities of the mind, wish for a friend or a child that
2 qeany é he should have that of invention. For his attempts to benefit man-
5 vl kind in that way, however well imagined, if they do not succeed,
' by me 5 expose him, though very unjustly, to general ridicule and con-
«ce. But 3 tempt; and if they do succeed, to envy, robbery, and abuse.”’?3
any new 3 It may have been knowledge of the world as much as modesty
-2 good that kept Franklin from being too explicit or emphatic about his
ect, and own inventions. Having no envy, jealousy, or vanity in himself, he
P A0 would not run the risk of needlessly rousing them in others. When
)aper to the Abb¢é Nollet, preceptor to the royal family in France, attacked
owledge _ the theories from America, Franklin did not, after a little reflec-
ught an | tion, bother to answer him. “I concluded to let my papers shift for
themselves, believing it was better to spend what time I could spare
00 much from public business in making new experiments than in disput
nown it. | ing about those already made.”?* He xefused to patent the lightning
g totally a. rod, often called the Franklin rod, or to profit by it. Though he
lily con- never lost sight of what was being done in electricity during his
'g on 18 whole lifetlme, he was perfectly willing to have his contributic
¢ might ta_it absorbed 1n the enlarging sciénce. I'hey were absorbed, and
one who it is now difficult to trace the details of his influence. His Principia
s SRS made only a beginning.
icquaint- But in one discoverable respect he still survives wherever elec-
not pos- tricity is spoken of. Franklin appears to have been the first to use,
ng. They at least in print in English, these electrical terms: armature, bat
tances of 3 tery, brush, charged, charging, condense, conductor, discharge,
8- T:hat electrical fire, electrical shock, electrician, electrified, electrify,
‘e tme electrized, Leyden bottle, minus (negative or negatively), nega-
't or the tively, non-conducting, non-conductor, non-electric, plus (p051me
'd merit or positively), stroke (electric shock), unchar Ged@ The Philadel-
:ﬂf FnVY- phia Prometheus with his kite was also an American Adam in his
origin of electrical garden.
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