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CHAPTER 6 The Whirlwind 181

and when I saw the trunks and bodies of large trees enveloped in

the passing whirl, which continued entire after it had left them, I
no longer wondered that my whip had no effect on it in its smaller
state. I accompanied it about three-quarters of a mile, till some
limbs of dead trees, broken oft by the whirl, flying about and fall-
ing near me, made me more apprehensive of danger; and then I
stopped, looking at the top of it as it went on, which was visible
by means of the leaves contained 1n 1t for a very great height above
the trees. Many of the leaves, as they got loose from the upper and
widest part, were scattered in the wind; but so great was their
height 1n the air that they appeared no bigger than flies.

“My son, who was by this time come up with me, followed the
whirlwind till it left the woods and crossed an old tobacco field,
where, finding neither dust nor leaves to take up, it gradually
became invisible below as it went away over that field. The course
of the general wind then blowing was along with us as we travelled,
and the progressive motion of the whirlwind was 1n a direction
nearly opposite, though it did not keep a straight line nor was its
progressive motion uniform, it making little sallies on either hand
as 1t went, proceeding sometimes faster and sometimes slower, and
seeming sometimes for a few seconds almost stationary, then start-
ing forward pretty fast again. When we rejoined the company, they
were admiring the vast height of the leaves now brought by the
common wind over our heads. These leaves accompanied us as
we travelled, some falling now and then about us, and some not
reaching the ground till we had gone near three miles from the
place where we first saw the whirlwind begin.

“Upon my asking Colonel Tasker if such whirlwinds were com-
mon in Maryland, he answered pleasantly: ‘No, not at all com-
mon; but we got this on purpose to treat Mr. Franklin.’ ""48

“The rest of the company stood looking after it, but, my curiosity
being stronger, I followed it, riding close by its side.” This is a
little symbolical history of Franklin as scientist. Going about his
ordinary affairs, he was more curious than ordinary men and fol-
lowed up what they only looked at. The ants he observed were in
his closet, the pigeons in a box on the wall of his house. To warm
his house, he devised a new kind of stove. To protect his house, he
thought of the lightning rod. Watching the weather, he followed




