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ditional form while nevertheless absorbing
some patriotic symbols. In August 1803, for ex-
ample, citizens of Easton were invited to attend
a fireworks display that promised Chinese
fountains, horizontal and vertical wheels, a nest
of serpents, and a yew tree of brilliant fire,
among other panoramas. But the concluding
presentation was to be a tree of liberty with rays
extending twelve feet in all directions and seven
five-point stars in its branches.?! All citizens
would be entertained and instructed by the dis-
play: children were to be admitted at half price
and a shed would supply seats for the ladies,
with “every care. .. taken to preserve decorum.”
A similar infusion of old forms with new
symbolism had taken place as early as 1788 with
the celebration of the ratification of the new
Constitution by the Maryland convention. The
citizens of Baltimore marked the occasion with
a large parade, in which groups of artisans
marched by trades, carrying banners and em-
blems that symbolized their crafts. In this re-
spect, the parade was a continuation of a
long-standing European tradition of artisan as-
semblages. But the parade of April 1788 adapted
this traditional form to a new purpose, the cele-
bration of the republic. The bakers’ flag dis-
played thirteen loaves; the ropemakers’ wagon
was pulled by thirteen laborers and carried a
spinning wheel operated by thirteen workmen;
the house carpenters constructed a tower of
thirteen stories, arches, and pf:t::lirments.22 The
iconography of the republic thus assumed a
prominent role in the craftsmen’s imagery.

Veneration of Washington

A far more powerful symbol of the new na-
tion than the toasts of Fourth of July celebra-
tions or tree of liberty fireworks or the use of
thirteen figures existed in the person of George
Washington himself, as the embodiment of the
nation and its independence. Wilbur Zelinsky




