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ADDRYESEK to the “Doichesrer Agricnl
tura' Society.” at tneir s+ ond Far

antd Kxiinuoen, Novemer Othy 18206
by Dr. Josernt E. Musg, President of

the Society.
When the mind of man becomes ar-

“dently attached to a particular object,

{vom s deep conviction ol 118 magnitude;
from a therough consciousness of its high
intrinsic naportance; his soul glows with
exaltation at every step which approxi-
mates to its attainment; whes m con-
pesion  witle s awn, the "comfnrt and
nappiness of his Iriends aml neighbors
are promised, as the fruits of is accom-
plishment, he is, by the laws of God,
which have unpressed apon him the ne-
cessity of social sentiments and social
passions, more animated by the prospect
of successful pursuit; he is transported
with its demonstration, |

belure us, s presented this gratifying
spectacie: a second exhibition of agricul-

tural merit and energy; the early fruite

of our youthful tnstitutions the evidences
of 1t3 uitlity; before us, with allowance
for the lumitesd existence ol our society,
are realized our most sanguine anticipa-
Lons. |

The well selected animals of superior
form and condition, mark a rapid pro-
gression 1 the care and tmprovement
ot our Hocks, and offer the most flatter-
g promise: the ingenuity and taste dis-
played chiefly by our ladies, in the do-
mestic manuiactures, confer hopor upon
their authors; and {0 every generous
mind must impart a glow of conscious
delight and aratification,

To dweilupon the attainments deriv-
ed, and prespectively derivable from our
wastitution; to dwell apon sell evident
and obvisus truths; convictions that ail
must feel and acknowledge, whose minds
a'ul vision are not obscured .by native
viciect, or factitious faulf, would be su-
perfluous; 1ts manifest resulty; its respec-

tuble augmentation; the daily sanction,

., and coutributiens from the wealth,
infeliigence and merit of the county,
leave bat hittle, Tor scepticism itself to
piay upon. Sume good and worthy men
as vet refuse their assent—{rom early
habits and educatien, thev fear to do
good, lest they may do evil. Some re-
jeet it frem native indolence and in-
aclivity, Some from an unfortunate ob-
tuseness of iatellect, and a rivited ad-
diction to old habits, believing this to be
a novelty! and some from -that baneful
pest tosociety, derominated ‘parsimony.’
Some few there are, and highly respect-
abie in the usual walks of life, who still

do question the utility of our labors.—
peal not, for assent or grat-

To such [ ap
ulation: but such I would address, em-

phatically, in the words of the great an-
atomist of the human mind;

“Presumptuous man! the reason wouldst
thou find, |

Why formed so weak, so little, and so
blind?”

" For some wise purposes, Providence
has placed in all huwman gocieties, hete-
rogeneous existences; and our limited
minds are incapable to resolve the intel-
Jectual phenomenon; It is sofficient for
the friends and patrons of this iastituti-
on to know that the introduction of an
agricultural exhibition and fair into Dor-
chiester, will result in a general good to
the community, to the friend and to the
foes that it will mark an era in the prac-
tical husbandry of the county; in its sci-
ence, its wealth, and its bappiness,which
present and future generations will hail
with joy and with grattude-—with jubi-
lees and hosannas.

From these premises it may be fairly
deduced, that, in a reasonable period,one
sentiment alone will prevail in Dorches
ter, with the whole mass of the populati-
on, on this interesting subject; judgment
will demand it of the sceptic himsell—
the clinched fist of parsimony will open
its treasures to the proffers of interest—
the uninformed, the timid, the indolent,

the incredulouns, will ali yield to the in-

{lnence of example, or obey the dictates
of reason founded n experience—all

will nnite to lend to this infant instituti-
on the fostering hand, for the énterests of

the farmer.

Arve these no infercststo command the
respect of the communityr have the

means no efficacy in their promotion,
before eves of the dullest vision? 1 pre-
sume no friend or adversary will answer
in the negative,  Is the reluctant farmer
appreliensive of imputation on his char-
acter, for promptly and generousiy cou-
tributing the iifinence of his mind, bedy
and purse to this great cause of humani-
1y} to the science and practice of his
profession? the profession of agriculture,

gentlemen, associates no imputation, no

guilty blush—its suttusiona are those of
Liealth, contentment aud gratitude to the
divine anthor of all good—"The professi-
on of agriculture invelves as much skill,
as wuch interest, and as much honor. as
any object within the range of the atten-
tion or the action of man. '
Agriculture may claim without z2rro-

gance, a chuice niehe in the tewple of

science; her sphere of inflaence; the vx-
teat and variety of her'research; her util-
itys her enchanting beauty will extort
from her pru’th::iL rival, confessed e-
quairty. 5 |
As an art, agriculture will not suffer
frow a coparispn with any of the em-
plu__)‘ ments of man—=48 a JulilCl{}lIS writer

has justly remarked, ‘it 18 agricultare,
“pot sannfactures, that venders a country

independent; that, produces the neces-
corios of Jife—this, 1ts conveniences—
the fuiper imparts life and vigour to man;
wie Jaiter feebleness and piofligacy.’

if the, the objecis are great and
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orabie, and the means to accomplish
them, fair and efficacious, what motive
can be offered by the being who weighs
his acfions in the scale of reason, lor
withholding his co-operation?

1 am happy to bear witness that
the county at large has done itself hon-
ory our members have multiplied since
our last exhibition; onr means are cnlarg-
eds; our premiums are encreased, in.val-
ne and viriety; demonstrations are gu-
merous and obvious that Dorchester 1s
destined to occupy a lofty stand, for ag-
ricaltorsl character, in the highly res.
pectable groupe of her sister counties.

la the performance of this, one of the
duties of the office with which you have
kindiy continued to investme, 1 shall
occupy but a shiort space of your time, in
presenting to your view, such prominent
objects, as | conceive, may ment a por-
tion of your attention—1 shall avoid as
far as possible, the trite and usual sub-

ject of manures; their combinations, and

their respective adaptations to soils of
diiferent characters, as one, of which you
are already, as fully informed, as the
learning and experience of the day, af-
ford the means; and I shall claim your
indulgence an subjects, perhaps not so
familiar, but of equal intcrest to the ag-
ricultorist.

I shall offer an apology for attempting
to introdace into M.-ryland, the growti
of cotton, as a staple crop; and shall en-
deaver to demonstrate the absolute ne-
cessity of the introduction of new and
additional crops;—first, upon physiolo-
sical principless secondly, upon a view
of oar commercial relations, so far as
they immediately affect our markets—
and thirdly, I shall notice such relevant
circumstances, as may bear upon .the
same point, or, generally tend to promote
the agricultural intecest of the county.

On a former occasion, I perhaps labor-
ed agaipst the current of popular opinion

to establish what might have been terin- |
ed a faverite hypothesis; yet what I would’

dare to denominate well settled princi-
ples ol pliysiology, that vegetables, like
animals have their preferences of food
and habitations an instinctive faculty with
which they are eWidowed by nature for

their health and uutrition; apd-though’

this principle may be partiaily modified,
yet it cannot Dbe eradicated, or totally
perverted by the art or power of man—
The one will floarish on dry and sandy

banks; another in the deep morass, and”

even in the beds of rivers wili be found
a luxuriant vegetation, while others per-
1xh by submersion; one will perforate the
carth for many feet in depthy in quest
of foad; while another will rely, for its
suppoert, on the surface soil—one will
gorge and thrive on coarse undecocted
materials, while another will select such
finer particles only, as have been elimi-

nated from the refining laboratory of na-

ture; soine are carnivorous and require

,indispensably, a supply of animal food,

without which they perish, or degenerate
into worthless existence; and others, her-
bivorous, are content with a vegetable
diet alone; and thewr products are as va-
rious as their food; exhibiting an infinite
diversity of constitutions; of ultimate
principles, infinitely permutable, various-
ly arranged and proportioned, forming
proximate compouents in endless varie-
ties. '

From these principles are derived the
obvious advantages of diversifying our
crops; of cultivating as many of our na
tive plants as may be found valuable--~
and of introducing as wany exotics as
mav admit of acclimation, and be adapt-
ed to our commercial or domestic pur-

ses.

To illustrate more fully this interest-
ing subject, | will assume, that wheat s
a carpivorous vegetable, and subsists
chiefly upon animal food; the element
nitrogen is peculiarly characteristic of
animal wmatter, constituting n regard to
ultimate principles,the essential discrim-
ination between animal and vegetable
substances: does it requite much dis-
cernment to perceive, that the continued
growth of this plant alone, in the most
fertile field, would by its extravagant con-
sumption of this ‘element, shortly class
the soil, in common reputation, with the
exhansted and impoverished lands.

It is literally true that this great sta-
ple of our country; once, its boast, for
luxuriance and quality, contains this an-
imal principle, which renders it more
nutritive thun any other vegetable—It
fortns in this respect, the connecting link
between the two orgahic creations; yield.
Ing upon analvsis from tweuty to thirty
per cent, of a substance called gluten,
which exhibits ammonia, and other re-
sults, preci"selyihéqéume as the animal
albumen. One of the elementary princi-
ples of this ammonia, is nitrogen. Hence
it foilows, that the grain. of wheat must
require more than any other vegetable,
(his element for its full dgvel;gement,
maturity and perlection; gml continued,
almost solely, as it has been, for 2 centu-

ry or more in oursoil, and generally too,

without artificial restoration of the soi
by animal manures,winch, alone can fur-

nishit in competent quantities; and with-

out respite for the Kiudly operations of

Providence to perform the task, by the
gradaal absorption from the atwosphere
of this element, supplied by the various

emanations of decomposing animal bo-

dies; is it not obvious that the farmer,

“whe offending against the laws of nature,

and presumptuously spurning the pre-
cepts of reason afid of science, may have

adopted the heterodosy, and made the |

experiment, shall truly acknowledge liis
merited disappointment and mortificati-
on? His plant may unfold a leaf of flat-
tering promise, but his grain will be m
perfect; it will be worthless; because, h
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soil had been exhausted of. its essentis] | $tistortincs; yet het manulactuving 53

component-~his corn, his cotton, his va-
rivus other crops may flourish in his im-
puverished soil, incapable of wheat, di-
vested of its bitrogen, yet replete with
the elements of other vegetables.

To these, then, devote your exhausted
soil; diversify your crops in wide rang-
ing circles of time and varieties, that art
and nature ma‘f have time to operate a
supply of the defective elements.

‘Thus direct your series, and not by
the dogmas of ancestral habits, which at
the time of their adoption, needed not so
urgently, the discrimination. I'le lands
were new and fertile, in all the princi-
ples of vegetable life; the population was
nore sparse ald less lugurious; the de-
mand was not so great and the supply
was greater. W

As the human family multiplied and
its wants increased, so has a kind pro-
vidence endowed man with a progres-
sive talent for improvement in knowi-
edge and means, pro rata, to acquire
them, To neglect this talent, to resist
this impulse, to continue in the limited
sphere of primitive society, in voluntary
darkness, when the great God of nature
had ordained a diffusion of licht and
knowledge, for the comfort & elevation
ol man, is to reject the divine mandate,
and to spurn those favours of moral and
physical character. by which,intelhigence
had marked his superiority in the scale
of creation.

My very intelligent audience need not
the rebuke, but such are to be found,who
adbere to old systems, because they are
old; tho’ reason, sciencey experience and
interest imperiously demand the él/ fam-
ed tunovation

To the racional and unprejudiced mind
[ submit the interesting question; does
not physiology teach the absolute neces-
sity of introducing, into a country, rely-
ing upon two staple crops only, for a
century pnast, others which experience
may prove, are adapted to our soil and
climate? Both reason and experience
have settled this question; its establish-
el principles leave no deubt: and preca-
rigus markets demand the experiment—
In this sentiment, every class and pro-
fession of the commumity, are deeply in-
terested; and heedless of it, the wealthy
and indigent will be involved in promis-

cuous embarrassment.

It 1s notoriousiy true, that from change
of so1l and climate, destructive insects:

and depressed warkets, the wheat crop,
once the great staple of our country, is
fatling as a resource for the farmer; his
corn serves him for little more than his
domestic uses, P

rew - :
I'o remedy these defects,by new Crops,
to discover such as will flourish in oar

climate and soil, and command a better
profit, or enlarge the chances of market,
are unquestionably, objects of the first
maguitude; the process may be difficult,
but it is rendered more so, by the insu-
peraile addiction of most men to invet-
erate habits of thought and action, right
or wrong,than by any other circumstance.

Yo assist the judgment in the adoption
of a new series of crops, a prospective
view of their demand and probabie pri-
ces would form an interesting topic: bat
here, unfortunately, we have but few
date, upon which we can make an esti-
mate.

Our commerce with Great Britain sub-
sisting once upon the basis of mutual in-
terests, alforded to cach a liberal reward
for industry; she received the fruits of
our soil, and gave us in return, her man-

-ufactures—When her policy orher aver-

ice had closed her ports agafnstAmerican
productions, we retaliated the measure
by excluding her goads, and manufactur-
ing for ourselves; by this ill judged sub-
stitution of mutual annoyance for mutual
kind offices, each have materially suffer-
ed, and would willingly perhaps, if prac-

‘ticable, resume their former position—

Whether at all, or when this peint may
be regained, and the sound policy of a
liberal commercial intercourse restored,
15 a political problem of difficult solution.
‘The unprolitable effects are apparently
becoming re-active causes, and promise
a partial restoration to the ground from
which they have so unwisely wandered:
one, to which the American agriculturist
must look with the deepest interest, as
materially aftecting the value of Lis pro-
ductions,

England has been coerced by her in-
ternal distresses, to commence a retro-
gression, by an imperfect modification
of her corn laws; and there is reason to
hope that she may repeal them. £

This system of covetous policy has
brought éurope to the verge of ruin, and
has recoiled upon its author, with a dele-
terious influence; it has destroyed the
objects of its creation, byits grasping av
arice; it has impaverished the continent
and itsell. By eofficial reports, the whole
stores of the Russian, Prussian, and Da-
nish magazines’ with those of Bremen

and Hamburg would not furnish ten days

consumption for the inhabitants of Great
Britain; and could not ‘under the most
promising circumstances be much ex-
tended. ' B ;{E‘
From these facts, from the sities
of Great Britain, the exhausted state of
the continent, and its inability to supply
her demands; the superiority of * Aweri-

can wheat, over that of northern Europe,.

and .e earlier maturity of our crops, a
flattering prospect is presented, of better
prices for pur bread stufis; an additional
incttement to agricultural industry.

Ol the cotton market, the prospect is
not so discouraging as generally believ-
ed; tho” Great Britain is experiencing
unparallelled distress; and monepolies
and protection laws, sinister and con-

| flicting interests, way long continue her

"

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6044_1_61-0446.jpg

tem has procéeded too far to be retract-
ed: the education,habits and interests o

a powerful class will resist the éfforts of

her ministry to retrench a system,whose
pernicious aud inordmate extent is ad-
mitted by many of its former and most
conspicuous advocates; and it is well au-
thenticated, that the excess of Jomestic
supply, or the increased exertions of the

manulacturery more than the decline of |
foreign demand, has produced the . tem- |
porary distress of her cotton trade;which, |

instar omniuim, wWill have its flux and re-
Hux, its regorgement and its revulsion-—
the balance will'be restored and the cur-
rent run as usual. Whi'e the manufac-
turer can find a purchaser he will con-
tinue his labours. The export of this ar-
ticle; from England, the first six months
of the present year, has exceeded that of

present decline, it is said, does not ex-
ceed the ordinary fluctuations of com-
merce. In this'great foreign market,the
character of American cotton has sus
tained a'successful competition, with the
most tavored régions of the globe, and

its continuance may be safely presumed.

for ouir own country, the progress of

manu&cturés,.wjll justify the planter in
larze calculations for the demand of this

¢
articie. - In 18035,. about one thousand

| bales made the total demiand eof this

branch of manufacture, in- the United
States—In 18106, an official report to
Congress, states the domestic consump-
tion of this material, at 90,000 bales. and
1t 18 now believed to be five times tliis a-
mount,

What evil sequelee may ultimate'y at-

tend this morbid growth, this extrava-

gant dévotion to the manulacturing in:
dustry, itis not my duty, if it were i
my power to predict; the thread is drawn,
the wheel is flying; how many revoluti-
ons, belore the officious Atropos shall
tender her anwelcome services, eventful
time will disclose. To inake a present
advantage, to derive a partial good, from
an evil which we cannot avert, is the
part of true philosophy: from this source
a dawn of hope is presented 1o the agri-
culturist, and many vears, possibly ages,
ol profitable labor may yet reward him.

From these considerations; from the
physical advantages of a larger rotation;
the extended prospects of a market, anid
the value of the article at home and a-
broad, [ have adopted and recommend
to, your attention, experiments of the
growth of cotton: if error be imputed to
me, | stand counselled by the judicious
and classic sentiment “nulla pallescere
c:ulpa.’l :

+ The result of my experiment of thirty
acres of cotton, (upland species) the pre-
sent year, it is not yet ino my power to
state, as the gathering will not be com-
pleted before the last of December: an.

A seasun 8o unpropitious, has not occur-
red, perhaps in the memory of man.—
The unprecedented drought of the spring
has retarded its growth and maturity
many wecks—The planting was com-
menced on thegth of May, and finished
on the 15th, and though the growth ulti-
mately became luxuriant, it was too late
for a full return; five weeks elapsing
before it was fully up, a circumstance
upparalletled in the anaals of agricultures
yet southern planters, who have viewed
it, pronounce it a respectable erop in
point of quality, and of beautifu! staple.
What may be the extent of injury from
the continued, autumnal rains, I cannot
yet knows to such calamities all crops are

| equally subject.

This experiment was made on the
clayey soil of my Appleby farm. From
other planting of the same day, on a
siall scaleyjomthe [ickory and Black-
walnut lands of 'fransquakin, of much
hghter character, a heaav gathering was
obtained, three weeks earlier, than from
the former; notwithstanding an _inferior
and, most slovenly cultivation; and the
lormer on the clay soil, under the finest
possibie culture, as many of you have
witnessed, '

‘-T'he“inﬁ:rencc from these facts,contra-
ry to the opinion of some modern wri-
ers of the south, is clearly in favour of
light soils for cotton; perhaps, in our cli-
mate only, where ashort summer com-
paratively, makes the accelerated growth
of a warm soil, the most important point
of securiry,

My crop of Palma Chiristi has been
rendered considerably abortive by the
same cause, the drought, and not more
than three acres of ten vegetated at all.
T'he domestic aud foreign demand for
this article are both exteusive,and though
the market has suffered a depression, it
is quoted In the prices current of New
York at 31 90 per buslvel. The product
of one bushel of seed is about three val-
lons of vil, which will usually command
81 50 per gallon, and 25 bushels
cre, will, from my experiment, forma
reasonable predicate Jor calculation; af-
fording in the result, to the planter and

t'he manufacturer, a liberal compensation
for his labor. '

Be not startled, gentlemen, when I
mention another crop which 1 think of
introducing, the following seasony into
Dorchester, the Rubia Tinctorum, or
Madder plant, which will infallibly suc-
ceed 1n our climate, and holds out a fair
promise to the cultivator; it is laigely
arown in a parailell of latitude, 1sore
than thirteen degrees north of us, in the
unkiod, cold, and humid climmate ot
Holland, and the market is co-extensive
with civilization. o '
~ Omne other<rop merits our most spe-
cial attention;one, whose latitude, soil,
climate, and market, are emphatically
our own-—one, which will give strength

¢
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- source of imlus;try wonld be Pl‘eﬂumptu-._' s,

1
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|
|

~earlier period, than is usual in the souih, |

-will operate only,

| aud actiyity to our tegms; richness and |

4

| '“ﬂtf‘ly connected with this object of at*}
tention—and yet, it is almost wholly nes §

defective root—1he potatoe, I have not

to remark, that be your rotation lﬁrge or
sinall, | '

crup';s mdlgepous or exotic, without tho-4 muysl y adeptedi"d
m“g_l flrm'nlug;_:fy_qur expectations will| =
be disappointeds; -

your crops drowned—the atme

your dwellings will be contaminnted by.f
noxtous exhalations—and  bilious

.ry, and state ageuncy, in this important

purpose ol devising
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profusion té our dairies, and will ado-1 1
the generous and hospitable board wiih |
the choicest viands; and yet one, 1 am
compelied tosay, whose introduction ine
to the eounty, might &l under the dF
nunciation of the frueal ani fasti.':‘fuu-‘-" |
farmer, a martyr to the odious epithet |
of tnnovetion. The large and valuable
family of the grasses, is that to which |
wpulid call . vour attention—"The neglect
ol this branch ot agriculture is one of ouf
most palpable errors.. To name to this
Intelligent andience the comlorts and |

luxuries ot life flowing directly from this |
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ous; to attach the delinquency, I am jus}
tiked by the notoriety of the fact: the §
deepest interests of the farmer are inti-}
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| - glected,and the small quautity of orasses 8 The second Aezricultu
the same period of the last year; and the | FY. 8 s -

grown, are considerably diminished in§
values by premature harvestine. Fre- B
quent and infaliible analyses have estab:
lished the fact, that the grasses contain |
the most nutriment, when their seed 91
matured; and if cut, when in flower, the
weight of nutritive r.atter, lost, exceeds §
half its value. e T
Many roots of equal value with thef *
erasses, are totally neglected, as foocd §
fur: cattle—The carrot, the bheet IItl_)q_-.p,:mr-
smpy and potatoe are all worﬁw of atel

tention for this purpose—the furnip, ev- |
en the far famefl species of ruta bava;
I worth very little more than its weighf

Erw?t?r and woody fibre; vielding in ~ ‘spectator. Their numbi
undred parts, not three of nutritive 1

matter. | . excellence, particularly ol
't may not be irrelevant, to remark | “ufactures,occasioned pes

ﬂl?t (';E:' proximate pri.nf;iples, which con- decision of their superios
tain t.zueﬂy, the nutritive powers of ve- wards of the committees.
gelap:es, are, saccharine matter, starchy o the Sirst day of the ]
mucilage, and gluten. o ascertain the -', P ¥ v B

~ President Dr. Joseph E. |
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