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For the Ci_:;on-f;le.
What 1 rtwovenr. 1 shordd-aﬂc--ﬁf'.hatji WAS —
' What I xeally am, '

It was a calm morning o the ol of. May; and
the mellow riys of the Fixing Bun as they fell upuon,
and spread with beautilul sheen over the smootin sur-
face of the Choptank ‘wonld have been haled us a
promise ol a lovely dav; but in the space ol o
hours a dark and heavy mist had gathered in the
western horizon, which soon dis elled the pleasing
anticipation. '

ln__i;umher hour the dark mial in’ depse clouds cov-
ered oue hall’ the heavens, and converted the bright
expanze that before seemed a pavillion of peace and
beauty intoa blackened dome, such as the M grina-

e

5.

tion would fill with the spiritg of vengeance and .

gloom.

At thie time a man of rather youthful appearance,
with down cast eyes and [Llded arma, gloodwn the
banks ol the Choptank, apparently lost in prolound
meditation. Bis form was slicht and somewhat b
the middle stature, and but for the swelling cheef;
full, intelligent eye, and the sorrow wreathed and re-
eolve ktted lips, an obsgerver would net have noted
any thing in his appearance heyond efleminacy, so
light and boy like was his (rame. A COrLeOus iris
had now arched the West, upon which our pursonage,

ae he raised his head, rosted his expression laden eyes

fur eeveral minutes; and then afier dipelling a heavy
eigth; whose bawishen! seemedao have lnparted re-
hief, he thus communed 16 iimeelf:

“Oh God! ig this world and all 1hat wé are permit-
ted 1o behold, but delusion?  Yon i nbhow, how em-
blematic of hope gild-d vouth! Alae, litde do we
dream in the morning of our existence that the brighi
bow of promise which &pune the future. is increase
in brilllancy by the darkness of 1he veuvelul clouds
that lurk behind it.  But 8o it is: and Joubtlessall is

w-4hus ardained (or a purpose wige boyvond our feeble
ken.  In each aund every lesson which experience
unlaps to usis this delusion made more and more
manifest, untl in our sorrow=touched philosophy we

deen) it a ﬂpm-fnlly ordered priveiple of lhusul,,-..m,,

_Being, all pervading and eternal as the taws ol nature,

<+

-

- Like the sign promisedto the son of Jothaw it is to

Be found eitherin the depth, orin _the height ahove.

¢ Did we alwaye”rengon thus and eather wisdom

from Natures worke, and imterrogating the thousand
lesgon-Trought objects that surround us, what blcwa
! disnppointment might we egcape and what trinls of
adversity would we. be gpared (rom! - Alter misfor-
tune has chanved the current of our thouehts we ¢an
perceive in every thing which we encounter an inker-
ent iustruction, soniething 1 pical of the vanity, delu-
sion, and weert tude W lile  But alus! it is not until

| MNMEBRIDGE, NMD.—SATURDAY NOR

alter the calamity has alizhredsmpon us that our dive
nation awnkes: and clear siphted plitlesophy asserts
s prerogative m'cr}‘-hu wildering l]d_\'-llfl!illll! ol the
IACnation,
Ivis our blind faith'that makes miseraires of us alt.
Faith! it is a beguibing Seutiment when We exercise
it upon the things of this worldl. for how =licht would
be the fii'ures amnd the *“thousaad natural shocks
‘wltivh f-sh 4= heir 10,” did we not in our crazed faith
anticipate success, and enaet in our extalic minde= the
glotions achievinent of our umbition’s obyeet; and the

aceomplisinn®nt of our hope’s pursuits,. . When ohee

it has ful] power, [ know not o counter artribite that
canrestranit.  Hope! thouart full compeient for the
excculive llt‘pnl'll'lli"ll[ ol mind.
Presuming tools that we nre, we array ourselves in
the bri¢f consequence of a liltle knowledge, and 1hink
~ourselves it chiimpions 10 enier the world’e strily lisia;
to contend even witl the fairer #ix; hut we have there
to cncounter veterans *‘whose arrows are sharp and
all their bowe bent,”” to which our armor, we 8o cop-
fidently deemed invernable, is but us cob-web, and |
our glittering shield sueh as a *¢
pierce,”
Our happiness like the eword of Democles e SUER-
Pended Ly a fragile hair, when we trust to our oW

jmprﬁvul gtrength to sustain it. Happiness! it s but

Piginy’s siraw may

/a mockery, @delusion that marshals the way 19 mis-

ery; when we think its possession is within

itis #natehed rom the e xdendsd o i

CA

Oh! what a harvest of goy

(or I at least) expect to reap,
811

when the soil was (as |

of pure and unsullied aflection. In these my h

moments | thought whal I should be.
But

back, back to the furtherest verge
ful ocenn; back trom the though
fent o'er the wave through the
thunder’s convulsize terrer, and the lightuings wild

inﬂrﬂ—'hl‘ﬁlu!.h all the scenes and events ol past life —
back even 10 the mimie

of the past’s event-
ful _and heavy pre.
atorm’s  howl—the

and infant waves that sporied
0 kissing advanee and lnﬁalﬂht‘;{tgesainn around ebilds
hood’s bark, The pust we know, we need no guide
to index us the way, amd afier ver vain attempt 1o

pursue the future, we turn to nlerengate the path we
have trayvelled,

cles oppose, or interrupt our course; we speed along
unchecked, uubewildered and undismayed: each
branch our wanton hand bent is known; and each
flower that has withered, rebiikes us with (he reeo!-
wection of our umfecling tread. But why should |
wreak a rranscript of the past! with the present | can
hold finer converse, for now | begin 10 realize what
my devolion has mApe me, honcst and sacred as it
was, it has been wantonly trifled with,

I now stand on the banks of the Choptank, on
hose waves I have been borne with as lieht a heart
as ever beal in man’s bosom.  The trees that sty
it l'lCI‘tIFI’B, the green hefl:uge that robes its hnrkn,
and the wild lower that is seen here and there (hen
ding uneonscious of irs beauty beneath the gentle
dew of heaven) all kint to man, and speak to youth
of their destiny. |

How like a river doeslife flow on; ever and apon
gladdened by the merry mountain rill, and betimes
Idiat_urht-d‘ by the turhid (r?hutarm That of many is
| a8 A turbid stréam whoa®®source has been amonethe
mountain heights; whence it rushed to the peaceful
| vale, along which it glides in smiling tranquility, uy-
il eartled at the precipice where it is lost, as Niaga-
ra, in the maddened eataract.

Some there are whose lives seem for a while to be
a happy delirium—Such are many in etheral youth.
| Like the elear and impetuous rivulets that chase in
bounding glee down the highlands of some siream,
they appedar of & nature 1oo Joyously delightful 10 be
deseribed by any thing but the merry numbered
verse; but they are lost and buried in the ocean triby-
lury,.ae the heart thrilling notes of-anusic in the tem -
peat’s blast.

Oh Nature! thou art indeed a
volume; but in
we negle

pleniyfully siored
the plenitude of our ganguine thoughts

¢t thee, and not until cxperience intorms o
e appreciate the morale—ihe indexing
which the Almighty has conferred upon ali his works.
Nature and art, the Almighty’s glory, and man’s
pride—rthe present and e past—the wvoice of sepul
chres 1o earth—all, all proclaim of lile, with the prea-
cher *‘vanity of vanities, all ig vanity,’’

Proud lmperial Roq'te once existed with her Rom-
ulug, her Servius Tullius, her Tarquin, her Aurelian,
her Trajan, her Sylla, her Cicero, her Ces=ars and
her Brutus, Greece, classic Greece, the world’s

lemgu:lge

. . farthing every debt they have contracted—should
brightest light, hud her philosophers, heroes, puelal " Y J -

and sages, her Homer who SANg as never man will
sing again; her Plato who lectured n

Acaggnius to Her illustrious youth; her Aristotle who

enriched her from the golden mine ol his wisdom, und

her Plutarch who reared an elernalmenument 1o her
Husirious dead.  All these opce existed; yet we who
sland on the vantave ground ol the present o’erlogk-
Ing the pasl, are no wiser, Al our yesterdays have
hut lighted fools the road 10 dusty desth.”

Ou suclh a morning as this, the rayal city of Pom.
peii reflected rom her marble palaces a dazzling lye-
tre that challenged the glor yus ellu'gence ihat beam
ed upon her from the Orient;” ai little dreamed her
togated civizens as they quaffed the red Talernian that
It was their funeral lestival, and the vine eladl Vesavi-
Ue, as it echoed back the cnrmuingled\sh{mi of" the
merciless aren@iy, oave no mohition of the terrible ven-
reance that quivered in ie I'.nsgjtj and which w
soon, o descend in a boiling cataract
city—a doom provoked by centuries:
18 the late of every thing; a season of
pluess, ilgnn which misfortune Inlryds
0 the agonies of reality, "

dRs

Such were the p="
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DEX pleasure did we

'posed) a christian heart & watered 100 by streams
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ln such excursions the mind per | You .onee thought you *5'}10_1‘ \be, nor what
lorms free and unembarrassed; no uniexpected obsta- | Aave been, but

the groves ol concert of action aimongst al

upon. the fated }, - :
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tus Welton was a melancholy&unhappy mope.— | thirds of the w
Love and a rival’s hate had dene their work upon

him.

Notwithstanding the conditidh of our hero was
: so lament deplorable, a strange reformati
why return to the past which has been bhut _ 'n ablyhj bp af'fh‘l 3‘ o B -
nuu-ker}'! Yel memory wiLL retrospect, Tis glrange wage V.klll NVCHipERg § _e(le :
how slight an incident will ‘marshal ite wanderings | {rV€ interposed, and with th

“ Friends warm and
ssistance of good
ling and unceasing

advice, strong sympathy of fe
attention, he lived-torwilness the dawning of a
morn which ushered in a day of lovely brightness
He was taught to reason willﬁ&imsviﬂ and a pre-
perly direeted philosophy transterned the unhappy
mope into a MAN,  Reader if ar ever should at-
tempt to win the game WHE HEARTS are “{he
frumps, and by the bold ll;nrin.i or covert villiany
of a rival <hould lose the st

es, think not what
vou
recollect what you 1eally are, a MaN.
Use first the philusophy whig,h Wilton used /asi.
*Look not mourntully into the past; it"comes not
back again. Wisely improve the” present; f 18
thine. Go forth to meet the shadowy future, with-
out fear and with a manly heart"

.'I

AMICUS.

The subjoined letter, addressed by a distin
guished Representative in Congress to the Pre--
ident of the Senate of the Siaté of MARYLAND.
not only contains sugzest ions of'a characte;

very
wleresting to-the People of ithak State, but may
also afford valuable hin ts to the ﬁhislalm‘s ol oth-

er States that find themselves at Ahis

the same predicament as in-
Intel.

1o Richard Thomas, Esg. &;gﬁdent of the Sen.
Y ale of Marylagd -

DEAR Sir: The great amoy
debt of our State and tﬁ_e fco_rii' |
a resort to high taxation. h.wg
lense interest amongst our heab
of the present Legislature.
on the subject is painfully inereased bv two ‘con-
siderations, The first is. that a disposition has

been manifested by g portion of the House of
Delegates to refuse the

payme l of Ihel interest on
the debt, thus practically as: tihg, for the first

time in the Maryland Lpgislaié-é, the odious and
abominable doctmne of I‘ﬁpU{]i*ﬁl
is, that the question of the origgi-of the debt has
been made a lopic of party 1ecrimination, and the
management ol the subject has thus become the.
more difficult tfrom the want of

good will in the endeavor to h
the resources of the Staie. |

Both of these circumstances ée greatly to be
deplored. Surely, in a crisis sa?deeply affecting
the honor of the Stale, the du& of maintaining
her faith and relieving her ciliz}ns in the only
way that 2 high minded people would be willing
to be relieved—that is by paying'to the uttermost

‘mement -in

of the existing
uent necessity of
Xciied a very in-
10 the procedings
'Tlita general concern

ananimity and
akg the best of

furnish a motive for the most cordial and spirited
@Parties. [ have
great satisfaction in believing that there are many
members of the Legislature, én thoth sides, who
teel on this subject as Marv]und&s 6ughl to feel,
and who, I doubt not, will face. our present diffi
culties in a spirit of the {ryest patriotism. :

I this portion of the Legislature predo nmales.
we shall have no reason to despond. A alrs may
speedilv be set nght, and in lhcggd uW'cﬁ%mall
pecumiary loss, while, in point -ofjﬁu‘:acter, we
shall find a great gain.

In the hope of aiding ia this result, I take the
liberty of submitiing to you the outlines of a plan
wh.ch T am convifced, if it shotld be carried int

execution, will tend greatly to extricate the Siate
trom 1ts embarrassments.

[ think you will “&dmt that Maryland is net

Rk o ~tending the-affort of factions or
w8

us 1o

g
‘ﬂ..-l

spre afi_

MaRYLAND: — Naf. |

for >n exem prion,
| 'n_pmj;_._the_pagmf,nlt of witich he would obtain 2

The secand. ¢

hole rassrssnmm, let it
or encumbered witbiwo thirds of
if the whole assessment ;.vPre,
$200,000,000, and the whol
the real estate, |
furnish $133,333.333 and would be
with 6,000,000
half per cent.

the debt.

2. These proportions being adjusted by the ac-

tual official returns, the acl
Legislature for CATIVING Ou
accurately describe the ex
shonld define that paut of
zed npon the realﬁmpeﬂy of the” State,
then authorize the propriet
or lot of eround 1o purchase an

all future taxation upon that tract or lot, for or on

dccount of the ascertained debt deseribeg in the
act, by paying at the Treasury, or at such

place
as the Treasurer should appoint, a su

m of rnmwy
equal to the ascertained per centsge of the debt
Jo the assessment estimated upon the
valuation of the tract or lot

AS<essor’s
sought to be exempted.
And nupon such payment being made, the Trea.
surer should grant to the person makin
ment a certificate of eX-mption
praperty rélerrea to, trom all
account of the public debt,

*! 5

g the pay-
ol the patticuiar

as described n the act.
make thjs Propasition more clear by an ex.
s b -.ﬂ"‘ﬁl_‘t}ﬁ_ﬁ the ratio of the debt to the ASSESS-
Jmt:m'lfi:ilf-; as ahove assumed, four and
per cent.. and that the propietor of a farm
W{ashing!mlﬁ__'Cdﬁuut}:r;m'_Ufa lot in Baltimore city,
assessed at § L0008, should apply at the Treasury

he would have to pay $150,

10

certificate of perpetual exemption of the describ d

propeny-from.all future taxation: on .account of
the existing debt of $9,000,000, The ‘_:i_iﬁe}iie.

of course, would go. with-the . li]fl__(!"iﬁ o the hands
of all purchase:s, and .\"?Ol_lldlpﬂt “Taig jl}l‘l_l}.{iﬂ{}ialf-l y
1o raise the value of the propefty in the maiket at
least by the full amountof the tax paid. .

3. In order to facilitate rm_d _chexlﬁpq this oper-
ation to the purchaser of the exemption, the ‘Trea-
urer should be authorized and reguiréd t
fron the purchaser, in lieu of money, if
¢haser preferred it the State of l\hrvl |
'vhi-h 'have been here

I receive

A
and, s

tofore issueddfor the pubiic
debt, at their par value. _ -

Theeffect of this provision'®ould be fourfold.

Ist. Tt would, for a tim?a“l least, until the bonds
rose in the market, enable property-holders to pur-
chase their exemption for as much less than the
nominal sam required as these bonds were under
par.

=d. It would enable the holders.of bonds who
sought an *expmpt_idri for property ow
to conduct the operation without
at all, thereby saving
PARCY,. S50 >

3d. It would gradually raise the value of the
b,Qn_dz-e in the market; and, |

dth. Tt would, as fast as the operation went on.
extinguish the public debt.
" 9. As many per’snn;m"i'gﬂhl- not_be able or
ling to puichase a full and enfire exe
provision should be introdaced
1zing the purchase of a partiul
fion.

ned by them,
the use of money
any pressure upon the cur-

wil
mplion, a
in the act anthor

or ratable exemp-
This should be an exemption from ap

fonrth, one-half, or three-fi
puichaser might prefer,
should be desijed, fir

wrths of the tax as |
or-an exemption if ¢

specified periods, accor
to the ﬁ)”nwidg scale, to wit.

Let the Treasurer pre
awrnge duration or term of redemption
wholé‘imhlin debt; then divide 1hat average .
f0 determined, into any .conv |

pare an estimate of

entent num!
partsor periods; and upofy this adjnstment,

prﬂpm‘ly IL:)I{IPI' hf‘ al]m%d to purch;mé an

tion for any of those periods he may che

=4onate deduction

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc6044_1_64-0015.jpg

be chareed this

Thus,
as supposed above,

e debt $9.000.000,
being valued at two-thirds would

charged
of the debt, equal to four and a

to be pawssed by the
t the scheme shonld
isting public debt, and
- i%.lliﬁ;ft_t‘iﬁ-_hi---r be chare
It should
or of any tiact of tand
exemption from
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ad vantage may induce man
tial to the full exemption,

O. As these exemplion funds are paid into the
Treasurv, they should be applied to the purchase
of the State bonds; thus operating as a sinking
fund in the State’s own stock. And as fomfgn

holders, havirfg stock not redeemable for many

years 1o come, might be willing to ha;'e it redeem-
ed at once,

it would be well to authorize the

Tieasurer 1o advertise abroad, whenever he
thought proper to do, that the bonds, to the extent
of the means which sholld come into his hands,

'woum be redeemed at par, if presented at the
Treasury of Maryland, notwithstanding the period

they had to run,  This cperation however, should

be left entirely at the discretion of the Treasurer,

| both as to time angd amount, and might be advane
tageously used to save exchange upon all such

purchases of Bonds in foreign countries as might
be desirable, when exchange on London, where = A

they are payable, should be against the United
States,

¥ to prefer a par-

i

These are the ehief features
will perceive that

of the plan. You

future taxation on

a half

| tax for Interest—with the con

‘ It has relation only to real cs-
late.« It could in no manner be applicable to the
per ‘S,Q.HR,L_ lmp«rw assesaﬂclfg for obvious reasun_s,*
which. will suzzest themselves to you whep you
consider the éhfﬁgﬁaﬁl#-“md fluctvating character
of that description of estate. Aeg régardi reai es-
fate, 1t is altogether practicable, and will be ate
tended with many striking advantages.

To sum up it principal - provisions, it contem-
plates— '

. The adjustment of the valuation of all pro.
perty in the State, | S ,

2. The determination

the public debt at the
pl'u[}()'l'liun of

of th?xact_ amount of
date of the law, with the
It that is to be charged oy the real’

estare, | P I_- ﬂ%
3. The provision for the _purchase of the exs’ g
emption and the granlmg tI’ certificate. iy Gor
4. The terms of parhiga exemptions, m

9. The deseription of
the exemptions.

0. The provision for purchasing up -the public:
debt out of the avails of the ex mption, as far as
they will extend for that purpose.

Fhe benefits to be deriv
be briefly summed Up——

I. It will provide for the
lic debt on terms least onerous to the people,

Lhis will be apparent to any one who will make
i €xtimate of the difference between an annual

stantly recurring and
cxpenses, as well as risk of collection
—and the payment of principal.

2. It will be voluntary.  No one will *
pelled 10 pay the tax in the form <
will, therelore, be free from the or”
erally attaches 1o taxation. |
make the advanee of the
the burden and annp-

3. I will i:;*
tor of real
value 1t 'w
ha':l_v, I
I:IL\', b

e

e

.9‘_' r(ﬁei.i'abhﬂ for .

A

ed from this plan may

" 4
payment of the pub-

extiavagant

-




