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-~ Gentlemen of the Senate,

o et Siinished.
- city, 84,830,000 were borrowed by awthority of the

s |~.M.T ' ! o S drgre _.ii'.,:" .
“tiex of Baltimore are compelled anuually to levy

In addition 1o this, an an-
naal 1ax is paid for municipal purposes, analagous 19
— the eontributions ol 1he people of the several counties

for locul objecs,
~capacity ol the people of
~the taxation vecessary (o
j'evio{ﬂla, we are to form an ageregale of this internal
~improvement debt of our
- of the unproductive inyestments in
gtocks made by those who have acted directly under

- JOSEPH R, ECCLESTON,)]
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and of the House of Delegales:

That the legislature may have, atan early stage of

its session, a general view of (he condition ol the
lic affairs of Maryland, ¢astom h
posed upon the chiel’ magis .rate,
an anoual communieation.
Sand teahlal - discharge,
dizordered condivion of ‘the finances of the
- volves upon. liim.a_high and

t(ﬂﬂ'\'.

Higbly infuential citizens of' the Siaie, enjoving the

Blalons rgiving Lo their
ad united in inculcating
public and private interests were {0 be

lor ‘many
Al length, how-
public debt, des
roused the whole
ol our situation.—

£ oo A _ y the de-
plerable conditivn in' which the finances of the Stute

degree soothed by
the measures ol your immediate predecessors, desion -

the mibang whereby 1he

‘public confidence, and fillin
opinions undue authority,

the belief; that

~greatly benefitted by the policy which,
years characierized our legislation.
ever, the enormous amount of our
troying altogether public eredit,
Penple lo see and [eel the reality

I'be apprehensions, very naturally excited b

were fouod (0 be, were in sonie

ed as they were, to lurnish
fzith vl the Blate shouwa ve maindaiaedy and s en
gagements jromplly mel, and Lully dscaarged.,

it %lua now become my pamntul duty tv announ

you, that these measures have proved inadequate 1o
] . ® 2 . ¥
the accomplishmernt ol the olijeet for whicl they were

designed. Thie duty, unpleasant and mor

those devolved upon you, who are pot only 1o

whilst the consutution A=SIirie (o yiu Lthis

me 10 decliare, that the time has erived
cigive and distinet course ohiht 1o he
eney and their ereduors,
bosom ol the Cotnmunity ; It?[}l‘ﬂmmling
therefore, a8 you musi be, with ihe wishes,
and resources, you are qualified,

pared (o examine and dispose of e ery
veasted by the conliton of our publie
rer sutislietory 10 all pariies interested.
~An estimating the extent of the obly

peyj le ot Maryland for which

the city ol " Baltimore; becuvse, 10 tle

| | exient of
¢ mributions of the people of

O the whole

$270,000 (0 pay interest.

To decide righty then, as 10 1he

‘naintain the public eredi

Comuwmercial emporium, and

State authority,

‘The public debt of' 1e State is $15,211,393.94;—
deductng lrom this sua $3,200,000 (or the bonds is-
sued to the Baltimore und Oijio Rail Road Company,
'ﬂiﬂwlm for the subscriptions ol the Siate 1n the

_stock ol the Baltimore and Ohio anl Baltimore and
~ Washington Rail Road Companies

L]
. "
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000, of the State’s debt,

- ed, a public debr of

" Besides this amount

.l-h'e ﬁrgf duy ol' UE{:t‘Illbel‘ 1342.

J‘-é{pg hundred dollaxs, the ywho

~1er, Somerset and Calvert,

~suming, then, that the taxes are

oy

o , , and eertain other
amoun's considerad by the Treasurer a3 not. now

chargeable upon ihe Treasury, and we hiave £10,000,

$600,000 for which we are 10 muke provision. To
thie i8 1o be added, £4,870.000 for the internal impro-

- wement debt of Ballimore, and there is then aseertain
514,830,000 with an interest of

8370,0?0, Annually chargeable on the whole property
of the State aseessed al $196,751,148,08, requiring a
permanent wx of 71 cents in the hundred dollars (or
the city ol Bﬂlllfnore, and 31 cents on the hundred
dollars lor the residue of (e Slate, - =

of permanent debt, there is due
to the Banks of the State $128,202, —to Messrs. Bar-
ings ol London $104,864. and (o the holders of the
State bonds  $626 559, Waking $859,656 payable on
lor 1nterest i arrear.,
The Legieloture a1 an exira segsion holden in April
1841, authoniged the levy pf g direct annual 1ax of 20
ceptgin the hundred dollars, and, at Dee. session of
the eame year authorised an udllli!ioual lax ol five cis.
. efor the years 1811-
), amounting 1o $885,380, and g:fmde ypajfublu by
instalments into the Treasary by the
March 1843, Of this amount the Treasurer has re.
ceived the sum of 8262 994 52: (|\e city ol Baltimore
and ench ol the countics in the State, except Worces
having paid a poriien ol .
The Treasurer has paid this'sum to the Banks of he
State onaccount of advances made by ‘them 1o the
“Treasury, thus reducinge their elaims (0 $128,208, as

~before mentioned, and leaving a halance ol $622,386
duey and payable to the Treasury on or before the st

day of March 1843, and applicable to the payment of
. the $8569,656 for interest i arrear,

In thig agpect of the condition of the public finances :
all relerence 1o thie incowie of the State ogfier than that
to be derived from the direct 1ax is Purposely’omitted,
the Freasurer being satisfied that the revenue. [rom
other sources wil: not exceed the. amaouyt required to
delray the ordinary expenses.

Taking this view ol the debt and resources of (he
State, the Senate and House have the oppoertinity to
determine whether the existine assessment laws re-

~quire any modifieation, and whether an inerease ol

the diréet tax ¢an be looked 10 s a means 1o main-

tain the public eredit. It is presumed, that it eannot
be the purpose ol (he legislatuce Lo compel, by the
poﬁey ol Its enactmems, ()¢ destruction or conversion

of the eapital ol the "axX-payers, as that wonld inevi-

tably, and soon exhausgt the sources of peVenuas As-

Lo
comes and profite, it may bﬁ_ we'l to consider whether,
instead of adding to the direct 1ax, ay (jig e, it
would not be proper to é;?tlﬁﬂa indulgence, by prolong
ing the time . within which taxes now due arg made
payable.

'T'he _Ra)'rqe

h_ﬁlﬁﬂi_at_l.lo '.lhe -Tréaaury, as 18 Inm;b law
| zgzawg;hbﬁltl’ﬁﬁ,ﬂ the *ﬁrsl.: d“. 0l De-
“Mb'er, 1343, and the first day of March, l&la pe-
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per annum, payable half
yearly in advanee. No subscription will be received for a

months; and no paper discontinued

ERTISEMENTS inserted on the usual terms, and
- ‘where the number of insertions is not limited, they will be

. centinued until direction .to omit them is rbceivpd} and
~‘eharged accordingly.

GOVERNOR.

pub:
as very properly im-
the duty of making
At tus e, its candil
(wwing 1o the crippled and
State)) de-
unasual responsibility
and, i not a mortlying, certainly not an agreeable
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riod of three months, is
able in twelve months, of one hundred

four cents in the hundred dollars.
by.the character of the times, the
lor public purposes.are to

make the strictest economy with all,
vation with many, necessary and unavoidable.

sum due and payable on
l Isting laws and the wants of the Treasur

the first December 1843

| lars, payable annually under

latvs; and the ' $270,000 annual
Ftax ol Baltimore

paid within the

| o1 filty seven cents for the State at large.
From what

the first of next. March:
this objeet will not be accomplished.

there will be a balancesof $237,270
assessment ol 1843. To this we are to
| the anticipated deficit in {he

$491.877 the revenue to
lax ler the

$945.393 ty be provided for.

Hying as
it'is, “imposes however, tesponsibilities fur short o
‘ ' a8cer-|
lain and expose the extent ol public embarrassments,
but te devise and apply an appropriate remedy.. . But
more im-
"ﬂrtﬂ.l“ I.illul', It s Ilﬂ“t'\’!‘ii {0 [_h: not |i“llf‘f'lllljillﬂ lor

when a de-
adopted and
purpued, as betag alike due o OHT conmon constiu-
Comingas youdo from 1he
nm every section
of the State, enjuying its confi lence, .and  familiar
1ntentions
and deubtless pre-
question sug-
affiirs in a man-

zations of the
Provision is now to be
made, ave ma=t include a portion of the public debt of
the
_ that city 10 pay the in-
ierest on Hielr own internal improvement debt, their
means to meet the necessities ol the Stare government

4 Source ol supply to the Treasury,
state, that of this
bonds of

aloue could be made available.
The general stacnation in business,
ol prices, and diminution in the

the Treasury within the present fiscal year.

sues are to be thought of.

In_payment. of the

lvans for interest, whieh it i
the revenue to be collected.

are now much below their.nowminal value.
They may be purchased by capitaliste at

uable speculation.
made serviceable

destroyed by the Treasurer upon being

| ery 1aX-payer could become a purchaser; the prices

ol them would be increased by competition in the

markety and the burthen of the taxes would be dimin-
the extent ol the difference between the sum

ished 1o |
paid to the holders of claims

debt ol that

ieialuIt, e isecute the sysiem of internal im -
Ll - » ';‘:_..,._ g } ., BT F, TF""{ 1}.!,_. i g '.-‘--__. "':* - 2 II. % n
41k J = . . 4 H &&

e corporate authori-

Lthe wlluht SI&IIH lO t!udurt.'

rond and canal

hearmg an annual interest of

firtst day ol

- holding opinions, which had been condemned

for interest and the par
value ol such claims.

being adopted, it woull be necessary,
classily these _
(0 have those receivable in any

the amount
od,

ol" course, to

one year to exceed
ol revenue payable within the same peri-

The expediency of authorizing the Treasurer to
use the bank stocks of the State by their transfer to
I1s creditors, to meet the carrent demands upon the
Treasury, is entitled to consideration.  Such a mea-
sure would effectually separate the Swate governmen
lrom the banking corporations, and in dissolving that
alliance be productive of" much good; and to the a-
mount ol the bank stock relieve ‘he people from hea-
vy and burdensome taxation. It does not geem to be
sound policy to lay taxes to pay interest while we
hold perishable capital that may be rendered, by mis-
anagement hereafter, entirely unavailable.

guard against unnecessary shcrifice, a minimum price
could be fixed upon the stock.

| have no means of ascertaining what revenue may
be expected for this year, (none having been received
for the last,) under the various tax laws passed at
the last sesgion. To obtain the information, inquiries
were addressed to the officers having charge of their
execution, and their rephes will be snbmiued for your
consideration.

If the law requiring licenses to be taken out by
brokers is to be persevered in as a means of raising
revenue, a modification of its requirementq E indis-
pensable, inasmuch as the sum demanded ig so ln‘gh
88 to preclude persons (vom applying for them.  The
lncome, tax law needs, also, a declaratory statue to
ensure 1o I8 provigions an uniform construetion.

It is impossible 1o contemplate this condition of af
faire without wonde: and surprise, that a pradent and
economical people, enjoying justly a high character
for the punctilious performance of all engagements,
public and private, should be involved in a fow years,
in debis g0 enormous.  In 1830 the State was in full
vossession ol the means from its ordinary revenue, to
meet promptly all its liabilities.  About that lime, the
policy ol internal improvement which promised to
overwhelm the general government with debt and
laxes, was ondergoing a most strict and rigid exami-
nation. Public auention was directed intently, tv the
deliberations of Congress on the subject, and a public
opinion, deep, strong and resistless formed against
the whole system, as equally premature, unwijse, in-
expedient and unconstitutional.

Lhe velo ol the then President on the Maysville
and Rockville roads, and his trinmphant re-election
in1832, were hailed as indications that. the day was
yet distant, when the people of the U. States were to
be. made. to feel, that no form of government can be
considered a guarantee for the peaceful enjoyment of
the rewards of industry. ‘T'hose who' were adminis-
lering the government of .4 he Union, in all its depart-
ments, heeded the admonitions given by their constit-
uents at thevelections; and a4 course of measores in
accordance wherewith, eventuated in the payment of
the whole national debt, in the reduction ol laxes, and
in the accumulation of a surplus of revenue of $28, .
101,644,91, which was alterwards distributed to the
States.

Unfortunately for thisll-fated Siate, ey

ery deparl-
ment ol s government

was under conirol of those
by the

udgment ol the whole couutry.
'Lmi{hm altogether, an extravagant system of roads
and eanals that cannot be consummated in a couniry
like 1he Ugited States, where popalation. is scatteredd
and sparse. Measures were taken to place Maryland
in the van of those States umbitious of rivalling Great
Britain, Holland, and other countries, where ihe pop-
ulation is crowded and dense, and where their vast

| numbers justily large exponditures to faciiltate inter-

course,
In the short epace of seven years succeeding the

veto,of -the President, our State debt was augmented |

more - than (welve millions of dollars. Within the

same period, other roads and canals were projected,
unul (it will seem incredible now when

the public

aivalent to a tax made pay

and twenty-
_ ] If, im the exercise
of a benignant indulgence that seems to be called for

_ e legialature ehould

be raised, to the end ol the
present fiscal year, still, the incomes and profits of the

people of the State would be so much reduced as to

and gerious pri-
For
it must be remembered that, in addition to the large

the first of March next, ex-

: y demand,
that a further sum of $491,877, shall be collected by

By adding this last amounf,
being the (ax of iwenty-five cents in the hundred dol

acts of April and  De-
cerber sessions of the year 1841, to the £622 389 due
on the first of March nex1, in pursuance of the same
internal improvement
ciy, we discover $1,384.266 is 1o be

yedar, equivalent 1o a levy of ninety-
seven cents in the hundred dollars for Baltimore, and

has been ‘said, it i apparent, that it
was the design of the legislature 1o provide for the
Pay:uentol: the whole interest in acrear on or helore
and It is _equally mani(est,
The interest.in
arrear ' is,'ns already etated, $889,656, and the reve-
nue intended for its payment being only ¥622,336,
chargeable on the
add &5500,000,
Treasury for the year
1843, making $837,170, and from that sum {o deduet
be expecled from the direct
same year, and there will be a ba'ance of

As the sinking (und may be looked to by some, as

IL 8 proper (o
lund $1,158,476 is 1avested in the
the State, and that the balauce of #20,856

the depression | and very
amount of the curren-
cy, naturally lead us to inquire as to the policy ol

providing a medium, that. would facilitate the pay- { this proceeding both
ment ol the very large amount of taxes to come into

Neither
lnconyertible paper, nor an increase of the bank is-

Br it may not be consider- |
ed inexpedient to authorize the tax-collectors to take

public dues, the coupons of the
State bonds, and certificates of the commissioner of

These evidences of debt

present
prices, and as the means for their ultimate payment

are provided, the holdérs héreafier are to make a val.

If a certain portion of them were
in the payment of public dues, to be
received, ev-

——  —— -

_r_.-.--.n

mind is perfectly sobered,) wa beheld

of industry, every dollar it has earn
We were, at one and the same ti
constructing a rail read to Apna

W i

to the Susquehanna, a rajl

cent canal from tide
Ohio river. I the people ofy
prehended, as they do now,

doubted but that they w
| strength and swept from pos

payment ol inte

have been arrested, for no one
enough to make investments of
itles, for the payment of the
sultable means had been provided

There w;

risked his reputation by proporing
lic debt, without at the same
pay the interest, and eventually
cipal. It was considered but

that those who were to pay the
and distinct warning

tions they were entermg into; and, it was esteemed
equally just to do so; that the public ereditor micht
make his investments on a sare loundation, and with
a perfect understanding of their character.
salutary rule was disregarded by those wha had
charge of our public finances. They depended for
the payment of inlerest upon contracts, entered into
with the various companies to which bonds had been
issued, and those companies relied upon the remote

Niges pital in secur.

Just to levy the tax

jected, would when completed, afford an income to
pay interest on the cost of their construction, By

Lthe tax-payers and the public
creditors ol Maryland

ory ol submitting to the exactions of the tax-gath-
erer.

Such was the indignation of man

y, when first a-
wakened 10 a true

conception of the whole suhject,
that a strong disposition prevailed 10 deny all obliga-

lions to_pay the debt, on account of the absencel of
constitutional power in the Legislature to contract it
In support of this opinion, the thirteenth article of
our Bill of Rights, (which is declared to be a part of
our Conslitution,) is mainly relied apon.
obvious that it will bear such a construction. And
moreover, It is not clear that it would hLe right now to

| 1nterpose- such an objection to the payment of the

In the event of such a policy

claims against the Treasury, so as not.

Tlhey refused to a- |

cessarily and entirely out of the hands

Ntate.

debt, since the people of the State have year after
year, [rom the various counties and cities, re-elected
those who were fastening on us the policy, now go
grievous 1n its consequences.

The article of the Bill of Richts alluded to, de-
clares that, “every person in the Siate ought to econ-
tribute his proportion of public taxes for the support

in re

ﬁawmﬂmm, according to his actyal worth

can be levied only ‘‘for the support o

. | _ f government,”’
engaged in legitimate: objects, and it is deniéd that
the construction ol

: roads and canals is one ol the
purposes for which (i

. 1€ Bovernment was organized. —
Without intending 1o ebter inig the af

cument, i may
not be amiss 10 l‘ttillt}l‘li, that one of the modes of as-
certaining the meaning ol the Bill of Richts is to be
lound in “the practice, pur

. POrting to be in pursuance
of ite provisions, of l“m_"’ by whom 1t was framed.
Looking for that practice we find the statute books

of Maryland are l'u‘ll ol laws authorising the opening
and establtshing of roads. Apd. we find also there,

numerous aets of Assembly delegating power, (and
the Legislature cannot delegate what it does not PO8-

sess,) to the corporate authorifies of cities o open,

§ip n, |
pave, and otherwige improve streefs, and to commis- |
gioners and other officers of counties, 1o lay out and

repair roads; 1o bml_d t_)l'idges_:, and to. levy on lht_z as-
seseable property within thejr regpective jurisdictions,
taxes to defray the expense altendant upon the exer-
cise of the powers thue granteq.

Whatever may be the contrariety of -opinions, all
doubtless, honestly €nlLriained, as to the constitution
al competency of the Legislature which contracted
our internal improvement debt, it would seem there
must be a coneurrence of opinion, that the present
lamentable state ol things demande some guaranly to
the rights of private Property fur the future. How-
ever (he contest between theose who deny, ﬂﬂfi those
who contend for the existenge of this power in gov-

ernment may eventuale, it is easy to forsee the most

lamentable consequences are ineyviiable to one or the |

other class, equally infiocent, of j1s unfortunate vic.
tims. I the debt could be repudiated, numerous
bond-holders are 10 be beggared; and i1 it is paid, the
people of the State are to be oppressed, most griev.
ously, with taxation. Seeing this, ought not all to
unite in devising an effectual, complete and perfect
guard against a possible recurrence of such painful
alternatives,

Experience proves that the vigilance of the people
s not_always a sufficient guard against improvident
legislation.  Occupied as they must be, by daily re-
tarning toil, in pursuita intended (o secure personal
comlorts for themselves and fawmilies, they have not

an_eye constantly fixed on the proceedings of their
representatives,

E ]

[ntervals of a long eeries of years|

e State had then com
“means by which this
grand system was (o be cond 'cl&i,iit IS pot 1o be
i have risen in their

'# a time whea no statesman would have
(0 contract a pub-
tme levy'ng a tax Lo}

W redeem the prin-

debt might have [l
as to the extent of the ohliga-"

This

It is not|

MORNING, JA
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armies, to extort for publie | from the hand |

lime, projecting or

papolis, a rail road from
Baltimore to Washington, hﬁ*:bad*ﬁ%lﬁ Baltimore
road on the Kastern Shore,
a railroad from Baltimore to the Ohio, and a magnifi-
waterE,lha Potomac 1o the

ery every where, all its

| _ - promised upon tlie
face of them, speculators and their epeculations must
would have been hardy

interest on whieh; ae

contingent possibility that the works pro- |
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take place
tribution of the wealth and Mulat,l;cmf;lf the Siate,
 Wearied at last with mepely peti
render of usurped power, exercised
most unjust'y and oppreasively, the r
of the majority of the people, the patriotic
Ous nineteen genatorial electors, in siriet
with the very

| and executed a movement, intendedd and

ana;iﬂvjﬂp, re-organizing the executive

Ostitugor | | and legisia .
authors, Or, if the unfortunate hasers of Mary- | tive departments of the government. The people
land bonds had then undersiood, as most of them now were authorized by direct vote 10 elect a chiel magis-
understang, the financial méa deviged (o e | trate, clothed with all
the punctual

his prédecessors had possessed,

to make it approximate more nearly than it h

a4 body where the popular will could be
Fhe members were also re

sounties and the eity of Balumore,

nor population was made the
An arbitrary rule was

smallest counties have three delegates,
was changed, so
electors, each
power to chose one member.
Is 80 constiluted that the members in that hody, rep-
resenting less than one .third of ourp population, can
prevent the passage, or repeal of laws, against the
sense of the other members of that body, representing
the other two thirds of the population, and the entira
House of Delegates united.

~At the time of the election of my predecessor,
the agents and directors of the State in the seve-
ral Joint stock companies were by law to be ap-
pointed by the Governor, subject to the confirma-

tion or rejection of the Sepate.  This mode of ap-
pointment had prevailed during

—

| The power of those companies

will oceur, when public atiention i# diveried 100 much |

from the action of the government; and atsuch limes,
mistages and abuses, in the administration of public
aflairs, gross and glaring, will be commiited necessa-

rily.
in a change of rulers. No such remedy however
can be applied where the publie [Aith hag been pledg-

For these ordinarily, a remedy is to be laundl

ed under contracts, entered into by on Zeneration, 1o
be fulfilled by another, = Phis being the ease, the -
stances in which, and purpoeses lor which a public
debt may bz contracied, ought 10 be pointed out, dis-
tinctly as possible, in the constitution. _

As necessarily connected with the fubjeet of the
public debt and internal improvements of the State, |
the attention of the legislature is invited 1o the law
passed at December session, 1340, prescribing the
mode. in which all agents and directors, intended 1o
represent the Siate in the joint #rock companies, shall
be appointed and continded in office. To appreciate
the purpose, intent and eflect ol Lhis law, a few pre-
liminary observations are indispensahls,

It is known everywhere. that
Governor of Maryland was elected y joint Sallot of

the two Houses of the legislature. 1Itis equally well
known, that at that time, such was the unjust prinei-
ple of apportionment, adopted in the distribution of
the members of the legislatare to the several counties
and cities, that a very small minarity of he people
liad perlect control of "both branches = This took ne-

hands of" the majori- |
ly, the whole executiye and legislative power of the

liy continued to remonstrate ngainst

rior to 1336 the | less perceptible, because more cireuitous route,—

interrupted sway. This power is
taken from the Iixecutive,
Delegates.

the State were appointed by this law at Decem.
ber session 1840, to continue mn office until their
successors should be chosen by concur-ent vole of
the two houses. They have been continued in
office since without re-appointment, as the House
of Delegates and Senaté have never concurred
the election of their successors,
able they will speedily do so.
The interest of the State ig very laige in the
compaaies incoporated to make roads and canals.

I8 very great to ef-
fect the well being, the happiness and prosperity

of the people, _Through their influence over the
Legislature, an enormeous public debt has been
contracled. [n the exercise of their authority,
the whole currency of the State has been repea-
ments exceed largely ‘the ordinary revenue and
expenditures of the State,

tute an umperium in imperio, sufficiently powerful
to justify a people jealous of their rights, in insist-
lng upon the subordination of their governments

tothe only sovereign power in the State, the pop-
ular will sigaified through its immediate represen-

tatives. |

It is mostrespectfully submitted for your con-
sideration to determine, whether this law of De.
cember session 1840, ought not to be repealed, or
at least remodeled so that the authority with which
the Senate is now clothed, may be placed in the
House of Delegates, or in the Legislature, to be
éxercised on joint ballot, to guard against its em-

ployment for any other purpose than those pro.
motive of the great public interests involved. [t
cannot be expected that all parties, and
caa be harmonized in support of any

taxation that may be devised, if the whole people

are to pay, and the minority alone, to manage and
expend all the public revenuye. '

Letters will be communicated which have been

now not only

10
and it is not prob-

received from the Treasury Department of the U.
uiled States, giving information as to the distribu-
tive share of this State of the procecds of the sales
of the public lands. From them it will appear,
that the distributive share of Marvland is $15,187
84, and that the claim of the Uated States on ac
count of interest due on Maryland bonds held g

| trust for certain Indians, is $19,483 81, and that
| the Treasurerof the United States has retained

the whole fund, and still bas an unsettled demand
lor $4,296 27. |

Nothing has influenced more fatally the evil
councils by which so many of the States have be-
come involved, than the delusive expectations re-
kindled constantly as fast as they are quenched,
of pecuniary largesses from the national treasury
for the State purposes. The distribution law,
(miscalled the deposit act,) which beggared the
general government, whilst but few of the recipi
ents of its bounties have beep enriched, caused a
most unlortunate revolution  in public feeling, 1f
not.in pablic opinion. The possessiin of that fund
stimulatiog as it did the wildest public speculations
destroyed at once, all thase salutary restraints
founded in the babits of the people, and the eon-
d:tion and powers of their 1>cal governments.

Anp inexhaustible fountain of wealth, it was be.-
lieved, had besn opened, which was to flow In
perennial ‘streams into the State ireasuries. .
State legislators, it was thouzht, were no lungér to
be limited in their operatnns, or sbridged” in
their expenditures, bY the amount of reverue
they might be emboldened 1o take direclly by
taxes from the pockets of the people. A new
soarce of supply was to come through the breach
made in the Federal Constitution. . Private props
erly was lo be obtained for public: purposes, by a

High tarilﬁ yere to be levied to sapplv, not ouly

k- T L
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e arien Setindisaloimo Ve | o

o the dias-

tioning for a sur-
as it often wag|
esenfatives
and glor~
conformit y
language of the Constitution, deyvised
d exee _ well design-
ed to force, if not an entire suriender of inalicnable
Tights, at least some compromise of’conflicting claims,
The movement was succeeded by amendmenis 10 the

the exacutive powers which

The House of Delegates was new r'nodel'ed, 80 as

ad done,
reflected, —
apporioned amongst the -
but neither wealth
basis ol representation:

adopted under which, the large
couniles and the city of Baltimoge have five, and the

LThe Senate
as to dispense with the agency of
coanty and the city of Baltimore having

And now, the Senate

S .

NUMBER 16,

the little State | lican and tyrannical organization of (e wers of | fr ; ' .
, ' . » B _ i orga . _ | from the natio SUry . -suffici
ol Maryland, havmg ten :twnd_ma miles 04' government, '!‘he:r petitions were not heede & ol sk iln tgi sttri::l:r%e';inb:!ﬂﬁ;mhf"l?] ﬁPﬂiCller:;
oy a0 318,194 whute inhabitants, staggering | though the legislature was espacially clothed with for tribes of Indi This is the result of f
along with undertaking that would ta Liﬂiﬂ&@ma power under the Consiitution to remodel and amend |, 2 "10€8 of ladians. ~Lhis 18 the result of the
resources 9f the whole kin dom of Gre: ~_Britain, |it, so as 10 adoptL its provisions 1o chapoe which its land bill.. It is as ruilless as ashes. This mel
clothed as it is with power, b ~means of ils standing | framers foresaw. as 'Lmng it more

| be tantalized by specious devices.
(debl, if paid, must be paid out of our

irabilities to our institutions,
measures they hav
£ape Lheir direct

13 an energy and

recover from its
érmental aid in any form.

fear that errors of opinion, growing out of our

cuniary difficulties, as to the nature of our
plex and beautiful s

be s0 soon eradicated.
dispose of the public lands,

nion, until after the power
system of roads and canals
Congress.

After that, the
the national domain lying east of the

Mississippi

{ the general charge and expenditure,”

d pr the existence of
have been misled; and now, | the old Constitation, while the minority had un-

the alternative is presented of repudiating our debt, |

but from the House of
Lhe present agents and directors of

w#olidate uader one head, all those

and in fact they consti- |

all classes | in the national treasury.
system of| States’ debts are to be assumed, that it will become

the demands of the national treasury, but in con-

junction with the land sales, to furnish a surplus

For a long serigs of tedious years, the majors | the weigh

delusions, the large and opprassive debt of Mary—

for distribution, after that deposited was exhaus-
ted. Under the influence of these and similar

land has been contracted. '

And now, when the people are groaning under
t of the taxes imposed, we have an ex.

__=

this anti-repub- L hibit of their share of the vast amosats ,expecled.l

a N .-_'_-'_-. .
;"T_‘ i b rh - t

g s I S
g 1 L :

and Ohio Canal Company has beep receiye
will be laid before vou.
affairs, by no means encouragine. The debt of
this company to the State, for interest, was on the
Ist December, $1, 104 368,
parties on the same day, amount to $386,677.—
They require to complete the canal to Cumber
land, $1,545 000.

the Canal Company, and the deep embairase

and porth of Flornda, w
make languace, declaving
ceded to the United States
a common fund,” for

United States, mean that the gianlee in the deed
should dispose of them, and - make

‘‘shoula be considered

for each of the States in the confede

should be used forthe benefit of the United States,
according to their usual “‘respective portions i

was made

to signify, that Congress should have power to

distribute to the several States,
from land sales, not according to their respective
portions in the general charge .and expenditure,
but 1o an arbitrory rule of distribution, to be found
in the land i,

As to the vas!

of the common (reasury, no power {o distribute
the proceeds of 1ts sales being found in the seve-

ral treaties, authority for that purpose was derived

from that article of the Constitution intended on-
ly to clothe Congress

or dispose of them n the same manner as the
other property of the United States may be, for the-
purposes of the general government. |
The land bill, the creature of these constitution .
al doctrines has had its day. Tt has most signally
failed to answer the purpose of its authors, and we'
are now to encounter, in another form, a tem
tion to give such an enlargement (o t

the general government, as would

and exercised by the several States.
The proposition to issue a government
several hundred millions of dellars, to be exchan
ged for State bonds, has as yet but few public ad’
vocates. It 1s however sufficiently countenanced.
to justify serious consideration. It is not desiga.
ed (o relieve the people of their obligation to ‘pay-
annually the interest of their public deuts, but, to
have the taxes for that purpose levied by our rep.
resentatives iu Congress instead of by “the  mem..
bers of the State legislatute. And it is intended
to have the necessary taxes impose | on our wear
Ing.apparel, on our sugar, coffee and salt, instead.
of our lands and personal property. ‘e
I'here is no power 1n Congress to levy taxes;,
duties, imposts or excises which shall npt be um.
form throughout the Union. There1s no surplus

It is then obvious, if the

necessary for Congress to levy heavy taxes, not:
only on the people ot the indebted States, but:
upon those of the whole Union. How the States
involved would be relieved by this process is not
perceivable. The tax gatherers, itis true, would
be placed oul of sight, but their-exactions would
not be on that account the less exorbitant. And
our constituents, without exl}eriuncing any allevi
ation of their own burthens, would have only such
consolation as might be derived from the esnvic
tion" that they had assisted to extort from their fel
low citizens in other States, large amounts of their
means. not needed for the parposes of theirgov

| ernments, and therefore destined to be wasted 1)
| @Xtravagant projects of improvement, or on objecis

even less advantageous. ,.

Besides, no article of the Federal Constitution
even by the most forced constiuction, can be ca:l’
ed in aid of this bold undertaking. In all the pre.
cedents relied upon to justify such a measure, it
will be found that Congress required that the debts.
of the States to be assumed should have been con.
tracted in the discharge of such duties as the gen .
eral government is authorised to perform tor the
whole Union. Such was the basisand character
of the aet of 1790, T

If Congress will assume the payment of State
debts, wilhoy( regard to the purposes for which
they were contracted, there will then be.no lunits
to the power of the general government, worth
prese: ving, except those to be found in the State-
vonstitutions. In such an even!, we would be
alveady under a consolidated government, and the
present generation would in all probability witness,
a division ot the Union into as many separate re
publics as there are contrarient and antagonist in-

| terests, now moving in pertect harmony around a

common centre. If you concur with me that con-

sequences like these may possibly grow out of the
proposed measure, 1t caonot be doubted but that
- your deliberations will result in its prompt rejec-

tion, -
T'he annnal communication of the Ches J)eikﬁ
, and

It makes an exhibit ofits
Their debts to other

This bankrupt condition of
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ancholy and mortifying disappointment to mogt
buoyant hopes, should warn the tax pavers not to
Our public

| own resour-
ces, Whoever thinks otherwise, follows a phan-

N Phe evil Consequences, threatened by our State

are greater far in the
e ptompted as a means. to - es-
! payment, than their effecls as
invasions of the rights of private property. There

| d elasticity 1in the American chars
cler, that will soon cause the whole country to

present depression, without gov-
But there is eause to
pﬂ-
Com-=
ystem of government, may not

Unlimited authority to

_ A Was not seriously and
generally claimed fos the government of the U-

to consummate a grand
was denied to be ip

deeds of cession for that' part of

ere so construed as to
expressly that the land

the use and. benefit of the

> separale fundy

' _ _ racy; and the
| stipulations in the same deeds that the lands

the money arising
domaio purchased by money out
with power to sell the lands,
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