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1 "ion-and consumption? ‘Has not your National Bank
2!' after lending wings to the paper system, invited all
' Sorts of extravagance, and in the plaee of regulating

| Your currency and checkine exorbitant issues, hoen one

il 2 i
i

»
T —

millions, passed June 4th, hap. lated hetinfluenge.  No,

| Passed at the extra session. - Whether the distinguished { other means effected his ascendens .;__
gentleman, who then presided over the comunittee of | ble and high-minded corpetitor ( M.
ways and means, and who made the memorable report { am proud to number among my4 ne

to yehich I have' adverted, in his propheey, correctiy-| lightened constituency. So much

dmﬂhgcttha,ﬁvqrem ot the futureé events, it-does not ' his resolutions. My colleague
them, 1if they will afford him a-'}l' e

subject of State embarrassment,

repudiation 1o pr&side as the
you could take the benefit of the Bankrupt law, possi-
bly vou might prefer that, to a bold denial of your obli-
_ | _ gations. The assumption proeess a plausible  siihets .

. m‘*taﬂt scene of derangement and vasciliation, and | tute for State hankmglcv, iF 18 tru;, ispzin?l:;;u:l;gs ;:q

of | has it not, in its downfall, exhibited 1o the world the| eflects to the indi:vidufi*l'bmkrﬁ[)t operation, but ..tha;
o £ i “ mmmagn‘ﬁcm and Stupepdous mcm_ument _Of fO“V 18 not yet, n{)r'like]}r to be soon enacted l'mo,an ea—'s-e‘ w
ate et ' Pere . and [mnd,m:htcb eéver disgraced any people upon the | ment. - Well, sir, T dout 1ot. there is enough of old-
de'lhqmnau equally '_PXHI_'{D‘.&.M{_: nsibitity | face of the earfh*‘! Has it not been a_perfeet Babylon| fashioned patriotism in the poaph:—-—-’-‘:annufrhbof virtue
: ‘ . che m@mﬂm Wmﬂ fﬂrﬁw mj .4,. : _, : ﬂfViCB, mjsc-hiefand. all sorts df"immorality? Who 15| stern mnrnlitv and unhendine chivalr)r 1; sustain th; |

i the interim, in which the events .‘.th‘_mthe,m.mﬂameg the imagination of | there now to stand up and proclain its ' 2 : *
: o ) 4 5, g4 | Were not intermediately located, faets have been so | our Jeadmg fellow eitiz Mg P - _ |

Maryland, in Committee of the, Whole, on’the -I3ill { startling, 1 ity thimpie: Rl o i Anddhe. popule

gk g ) Siall el 4 merits? ; That | honor and integrity of the State, all the quack nostrums
oeadr ‘ | ulatity of the | great wonder has ceased, and sinee jts overthrow, |
. .the vision, it is.} policy of lntemal,lmpmm was considered unq |
reportedby lheGomnmtee- "fh‘ﬁf*ﬂ“d"mmh‘ifm' happy fulfilment of the fionable, yon find him in his de
. the collection of| the Paxes, 3% 90 Jge | B4 ¢ | |

18 unques- |40 moejs the caleulations of the finanecial soothsayer
| | 'Prophecy, It miay eome o pass in the latter days, or | warning the people of this Smp}

guardian Divimty? K. . gy
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as if| to the contrary notwithstanding, provided you, vour
i Lo oy e . . ayer, bas | selves, 1n these halls, come to the rescue, oy
public. demonstrations, Dot-your currency improved, and are not now vour lo- | I believe the oreat mna rPE A T & &

it R Rk o ‘eal Bauks supplyin ot YR : l} ‘ 1 bell 2 great mass mT the psfaple are fully con-

| _ | RSt B e FL kY HAS. SUppIyng you quietly and regularly with a | seious of the high obligation resting upon them, to
a -., - ":'!' v > % " e b w s 4 - . . o - & ' ' L . » "

gainst the fallacy of the extravagant ealenlationsof suc- | cheap and uniform circulating medium?  Will yvou be maintan and preserve the faith of the Statebyapunc- £ =
cess advanced, This disunguished member of the De- | unskilul as 1 lessons of tha past. and wmadly | PSR Pt e i B R it o U A
P 2 i G R S s ’ﬂég, ' OL i€ past, and wadly rush a-} tyal effort to-meet their portiom of the public burden.—- . - 0
mocratic party has repeatedly been in your halls of le- | gain into such a nonivm of folly and delusion? : Wi frcin - RSP

~Mr. Chairman ,—Itwas not my design, originally, to.| on the advent of ‘the Miilenium, if that happy period
yhave engaged in the diseussion of the bill under consid-

ever arrives—Dbut the pronused land is so far in the
seration, in this stage, but as the whole merits of the | distance, that I fear, like the Israelites.of old, we mustl
Jplan for the eollection of the. taxes, recomimended by

pass through a wilderness of sorrow and tribulation be-
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been exhibitedggh&" an elaborate argument presented
by an 'ﬂl'oquent member of the com mittea, (Mr. Yellott
rpf_Harf'ol:d.,) [ shall beg leave to avail myself of the
.occasion, at once to offer such views tothe considera-
tion of the committee of the whole, as will govern, at
least, my cwn: action mwpon the bill.  Allow me, sir,
before 1 proceed with my general argiment, to express
-.m}' regret, that any party ellusion, in connection with
the grave question before us, should have been made;
‘but as it has pleased my honorable colleagtie (Doctor
Phelps,) 1o travel out of the regular path to animadvert
apon the course of distinguished members of the De-
Jmocratic party as such, and with a view to fasten y pon
that party the high responsibility for the heavy embar-
rassments of the State, I am sure, the commttee syill
exeuse me, for very briefly vindicating that party and
prominent members thereof, from 'the unjust odium
attemped to be east dpon them by the fallacious strie
tures of my colleague. |

khe course pursved by ex<zovernor Grasen 1y the

ddouse of Delegates in the session of 1837, and also,

the position of Gov. Thomas, i relation to yenr publie

works, have been introduced with someo severity, by
my colleague.  Sheer justice to them and to all parties
concerned, demand that my colleague’s remarks, on
3thi_s topie, should not bhe disregarded, and, sir, inasimueh
as those distingmishhd gentlemen are identified with
she Democratie party, and both of ‘them have been
elected to the most exalted post under vour State Gov-

- proment, a specific réference to their afficial course, in
L

ol

e Look, sir, to the

~=who was the author of the celebrated
that subjeet, to £ found among vour public documents, |

relation 1o your public works, will ba fully justi§ed by
poegasion, 1 i sure, it will be apparent, from a

. Aaithfel examination of their conduct, that if any oppro-

<

to thg authors of your publie

S ._f "':;ﬁg{w.jmri}}r b l,)fjgb‘ | . .

W B deDt, the sm s not properly chargeable wpon: the e
.. (3 -‘---'3"3'#;.‘_.1-'--, X 5% LAY ol el Ao £ fr Bl -“_ . : TR P : .
- mwoeratic party, if those gentlemen afe to be considered

i i noats of the views and ]ﬁriutiples of that ;é_arty.
records of the House m the memorable

,gﬁ'g:g}iﬁﬁ*nf'lmfi, whien the great mammoth Bill, as it
ks f,_r s - . X % + " . "
M‘Bﬂi b@rm nn_pm_pvrl_v termed, was in (‘nmemplalmn

(doemrment K.) A distingt:ished gentieman of my eol-
league®s own party, now representi ng the State in the
U. 8. Senate, has the honor, as chatrman of the com-

mittee of ways and means, at that session, of present-

mg to the Honse, a most magaificent and flattering
picture in prospective of yvour State, under the happy

influences of the system of Internal lmprovement, to be

fostered and encouraged by the passage of a hill, recom-

mended by that committee, to borrow eight millions of |

dollars.  Under the fruition of the girantic schemes
pmjectod;., the citizens of your State were to be the hap-
piest people upon the face of the earth.  If yvou have
any taste for the sublime, and for wild adventure, pe-
ruse that report, and your curiosity will be amply re-
paid for the investigauon. Let me only, by way now
merely of amusing geminiscence, refer to the rhapsody
with which that remarkable document concludes:

“When the sure reabzation of such results shall have
come, what son of our soil, wandering from his home
will not feel the burthen of each remove more and yet
more insmpportable—with what affection will he not
pondeéy on the domestic altar, sighing to behold again,
the green fields, bright sunshine, and laughing waters
of his natal spot—and how wiil s soul swell to find

L

wn—the enterprizing—steadfast—unterrified
N2 o | _

- -

tiny of your State, at least on paper; but sir, it
__day dream, then, of the honorable chnirmah of
and means, and you now have the sober reality, in the
_ijill under consideration, exhibited by another honorable
chairman of ways and means, (Mr. Johnson.) Yes,
sir, a sorrowful bill to enforce the eollection of your
taXes. Look on that picture, and then on this—look at
the first chairman, when he opens the play, and then
look at my {riend, the ‘second ehairman of ways and
means, when he proceeds to wind up lhe drama, by
his bloody bill to make war upon the pockets of your
Mle. Do they not, as a part of this history, exhibit
the incidents of human life, in sad reverse. The one

exalts you to the skies in fancy, and the other prostra- |

tes you to the dust by his bill of desolation. Strange
contrast—both belong to my colleague’s party, and in

the short period of seven years you find them, as chair-

men, performing very different duty. 1 a@eﬂlﬂ-ﬁgﬁe
great epochs, in no spirit of unjust eriticism, but as faith-

L]

* ful portions of the history of your public debt. Gladly

-~

I cast my eyes forever upon the first picture, but
B IR u‘ chﬂll‘man before me, will not allow ne to

¥
L -3 1

" Well, sir, o come back to-the narrative of that ses-

it 2 ag smﬁﬁiﬂg" that the

W
L e A

 fore we reach it. . And, sir, if Father Miller is right m

his caleulations, as to the end of all things, we never
shall reach the fruition of the dream—but sit, there is

gislation, when this system has been in progress, and
sir, search your journals, and you will not, I apprehend

find hus name recorded in tavor of the systema. When

report upona

ways |

one consolation connected with this {earful catastrophe
of nature—I suppose, i that event, every man will
consider that, amongst other things, the system.of - tax-
ation will be effectually abolished.

Mr. Chairman—"The - profoundest philosopher and
the wisest statesman, arc not permitted to penetrate
deeply into the arcana of unteld events, and the great-
| 6st of men, are but children of a larger growth. Under
the happiest vaticinations, the Fight Million Mammoth
rested, not in quiet repose upon vour statute book, but
sir, even that monster had some redeeming qualities,
which do credit to its author, and demonstrate his sin-
cerity. The eleyenth section provides that the com-
missioners should not be authonsed to sell vour bonds
or certificates at a price which should produce to the
State less than twenty per cent. nett, above the par or
sumn of your certificates of siock or bonds. That prem-
lur was to constitute a sinking fund, by which gradu-
ally to absorb the principal of the debt. If this guaran-

| ty had been observed ia the sequel, your State, I doubt
not, would have been in a better condition.

your State had become deeply involved in the progress
of the works, and had her millions invested, and their
completion appeared indisdensable to relieve in some
measure, it was hoped, the exhausted condition of your
Treasury—and when to retreat, seemed tlle ‘;jrmrst of

folly—when apathy had seized the public mind, which | a national institution had ecredit abr
In a spint of reactipg madness appeared disposed to a- ‘was to be preferred,.and, indeed, was
 bandon all for lost—when any experiment towards their

cowpletion was esteemed hazardous to any man’s pop®
ularity, you fiud Govergor Thomas, in the manly spirit
of an honest, iadependent and enlightened statesman,
urging the completion of your public works, and thus
exhibiting demonstrable evidepce of Roman patriotism,

Tt may well be dowbted, in this state of the public mind

at the time of his election throughout the State, if his
views upon this subject gained him mare friends than
enemies.
fication with vour public wworks. "

or Democrat, must bear the responsibility of originating
fostering and sustaining the system of internal improve-
ments in the general government and in this State, ev-

| Well, sir, as this country was not large enough to

furnish food for the monster, your commissioners: re-
paired to Europe, on a voyage of discovery, or rather
Qf undiscovery, for the capitalist, in that quarter, would
not unlock his treasures, and they returned with the
tnwelcome news that they could not meet with a pur-
| chaser. In this dilemma, your internal Improvement
companies themselves, sooper than the State should g0 |

begging, manfully came to the rescue of the dishonored
eredit of the State, and-your commissioners made an
arrangement with them, the take the
must refer you to the proceedings s
1 have not time todook ifto the n rits of this financial
| scheme.  Itis certain, doubts were entertained of the
legality of the arrangement, but as *bnﬁ’éi: the distin-
auished cornmissior;}frs having charge of the matter,
wus the learned and able Chief Justice of your State,
the scruples of the doubting lost much of {heir force.—
In this position of affairs, Mr. Grason, in the session of
1837, offered his famous resolutions, referred to by my
colleague, (see Journal of the House, Dec. session,
| 1837, page 320, which whilst they recognized the le-
gality ol the contract, required its strict fulfilment ac-
| cording to the letter of the statute, and msisting upon
the redeeining quality, the 20 per cent. premium in
cash. If those resowutions had - been adhered to, the
State would have suffered no detriment, because the
companies could not have received your bonds, without

| paying the money therefor, amounting to $120 for eve-
ry 5100 of bonds or certificates; and I am sure there is |
' no member of this House that will for one moment be
lieve, that the companies could have effected this.—
Those resolutions, certainly as I understand them, sub-
| stantially rendered the arrangement moperative in part,
by'placing it beyond the power of the companies to
comply with the proviso of your statute, and thus the
interest of your State was amply proteeted, without
raising the doubtful question as to the ability to repu-
diate the contract made by the commissioners, Those

|'

resolutions did not suit the views of the companies, as

was manifest from the fact afterwards, that Mr. Alex-
ander, a prominent member of the party to which my

| colleague belongs, I believe, with a view of superee- |

_ ol | ding them, presented his cormorant resolutions, which, |
~ This certaiﬁl’?ﬁu_,_niest enchanting view of the des- ‘with a law passed afterwords, to change your currency

tg@.steg%pg_bqnds, eﬂ'ectqallly swept off all the safe.
guards thrown around the investment of the eight mil-
lions of State bonds, and by another financial piece of

i oa s

[10'the Whigs or National
‘soned shirt of Nessys,

| Jecting and finishing vporks

| would have avoided the
 prosperity of her people,

ery man can soon Jecide for himself. No doubt in the
palmy days of delusion and extravagance, when the
policy was in high répute, some members of hoth par-
ties, fiom general considerations, and others from local
interests, sustained the system; butif it be a true axiom
in political economy, as’ connected with the adminis-
tration of public affairs under our systemn of govern-
ment, that the party in power at the time, must assume

their conveniance or consent, then I apprehend, our
worthy friends, the party to"which my colleague be
longs, must take that party responsibility, because they

Republicans, like the poi-
. T . : » " *
Coming from a section of the State not so much in
terested in the fystem, and not even ehm.ms the Rail
Road bonds, yetT am free to confess, that if your State
had prudently ejubarked i the policy of improving her
resources, according to the ability of her people. by Pro-
g and | honestly and aceurately as-
certained to be Practieable and profitable, and one ata
time, that seetion | gy sure would have very general-
Iy interposed no serioys objection, I apprehend, to such
a cours?e, but the Madness and fouy 'mmlmated
ore brethren in prejecting schemes,

to atleast three generations of our successors, has par-
alysed all your e

Ut energies. . Whence came this blighting
system?  Isit not Apparent, that it has grown oul of
vour wild and immense paper and credit system, whieh
l?as been carried out to such an extent, that it has fallen
from 1ts own overgrown weights. Yes, sir, the bubble
_ » And you have seen disaster and wreek in
all the industria] departments of society.

.This adt.*enturous poliey eriginated in this EOM“‘Y:
with that distinguished statesman '

liberty, old Thomas ' If1he counsels of the
latter patriot had been followed by all the departments
of your government {rom hie day down, your country

destrucﬁv_e fluctnations in the
' which have scattered 1o the
four winds that stability 1n busimess, which ought to
have characterized storn Republicans. .

diplomacy, allowed the obligations of the companies

ol that amount in ¢éash. My Alexandgr’s resolutions
passed, see Journal of the House, December session

§ -

for _the 20 per cent. premium, o be substituted in liey |

- Well, sir, what prominent statesman of modern times
has adopted for hisereed, the same extravagant policy,
ane Pi'oeéaiing from thcmew Noman, I am

1837, page 519, and on pég’_é‘ﬁ;ﬁ' the vote. Mr. Gra-
son' Voted againdt thems. . G i | el _
‘The records I hold in my hands, prove these facts.—

-
&

| be some nervous gentlemen here, who might be distur-

I will not read the yeas and nays, becanse there amay |

bed. - Col. Hearn of Worcester requested Nfr. Stewart
to read out the names, which was done, and amongst
others Mr. F. appeared in good company veting in
the negative.) With these resolutions of Mr. Alesan.
der’s, away went Mr. Grason’s—away went the 20
per cent. premiuimn, and away went alas! the redeerm-
ing virtues of lhé*cdébi‘a‘l‘éd eight million bill, which or-
iginated, as I have de.‘ﬁél‘lhﬂ, ‘under the magnifying in-
fluences of visionary nmphecy, and continued its Ppro-
gress in legislative certficated mysticasin, and which is

L

K

' ruptey of your State, without effecting the completion

of your Canal, 'I'he history of this whole proceeding, pr
\ink, if my colleague will carefully examine into it, |
afforded 'iJj? the | clearly shews, that no fault mbe Rmﬂ with ‘*‘?"?‘:

[ think,

b 3

eight millions of | ernor Girason, so far as his connection at least wath this | {.

likely to terminate in the pretty well certifieated bank- |

. If that aenﬂemanemmtopnw- :

sure, 18 more pre-eminent in this

can System, embracimg a high Mﬁ' e

| Bank of the UnitedStates, Internal Improveme

tribution of the proceeds of the W nds
;

ment? I will not say thathe is in favor of this Jast
new for T da not know his views y-

a logse eonstuction of your
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So much for Gov. Thomas and his identi- |

ity for all acts done by |

i

- *
- .-_
. -

| upon the lineof your ean

of the States.  Can it be doubted for a moment, that jf

| ises, a faithful account from your own annals.

I dare say, Mr."@iaifﬁh_h,if it had not been for this

potent engine of extravigance, your State would not |

have been so immeasurably involved.

| As to the constitutional obligation upon them to
the debt, contracted by the State for works of Internzl

Improvement, T conceive 1t useless to disouss that
question.

The argument you recollect was, that such 1 giant
mstitution as a National Bank, was our only means of
obtaming foreign credit and capital—that
local banks were entirely too limited

_ i their operations
for such an extended scheme for e |

oad and therefore
mdispensably ne-
cessary in our trade and intercourse with foreign na-
tions. Supposing the position a sound one, what has
been the consequence? Has it not encouraged and en-
abled us to command credit abroad, beyond our resour-
ces, and are we not now paymg dearly for such accom-
modations? Would it not have been far better for us. |
sir, if we had possessed no circulating medium, supe-

rior to the homely one used by our sturdy and oldfash-

ioned republican ancestors, the Tobaceo curreney, than

to have possessed this gaudy and delusive modern pa-

_ , | | per phantom? Wy, sir, if the argument in favor of
Which of the areat parties of the country, the Whig {

a Bank of the United States be true, that tt is our only
means of obtaining foreign eredit, then, jt may “be well
maintamed, that if'no such iastitution had existed, you
would have avoided your existing foreign debt, and

that although youar speculating representatives enacted |

1?‘" to borrow money, they would in the absence of
such a bank, have had no means of procuring it.——

you will consider such a bank an “ohsolete idea’”’—and
if that illustrious patriot, Andrew Jackson, did not do
the country service by his veto in making it an ““obso-

L]

lete idea.”

Tha Internal Improvement fever also raged in the
councils of the nation, and was a favorite hobby with
Mr. Clay, and I believe great credit ‘was claimed for
Mr. Adams, as he was considered sufficiently immor-

whilst your |
s sk

Xternal resourees, |

By e by, you rarely now-a-days hear a

constitutional argument advamced on “any subject—tha

utilitarians are’ the fashionable politieians., Tt has been

urged, however, as one reason why the citizen should
not pay, that the State’s liability has énsued from usur-
pation of autherity on the part of the legislative agents

of the people. "Will the attribate of sovereignty be de-
nied (0 the State?  If she has pussessed the faculties«of

a well organized government, and has chésen not 10
restrain her public servants, from what source will you
limitq their aets? In what way has the State, according
to the form of her govern ment, chosen to indicate her
sovereign character?  What are the powers of your
Legislative Department, for according to your organic
law, your Exeeutive has no veto upon the sweeping

orhit of legislative diseretion. Perhaps, if this conser

vative attribute had resided with your Executive, yon -

might now and then, at least, have been saved from

lefislative indiscretion—not so, however, have your

constituents ordered and directed.  They have chosen

to leave the field wide open to legislative diseretion, and

you have gone on from time to time, curtailing Execu-
tive power, until that department of your government
18 stripped of many of its essential faculties. The same
effort, under the garb too of conservatism, is making to

; _ | | cut down and destroy the conservative powers of the
Think of that, Mr. Chairman, and determine whether | 4 3

Chief Magistrate of the nation and from morbid jealousy
of Executive domination, which is right enough, when
properly regulated. You have in this State imprudent-
ly and without judicious limit, clothed® and ‘endowed

1 your Legislative Department with almost uncontrolled

sway. 1t1s notquite as omaipotent, it is true, as the
Parhament of Great Britain, but 1t exercises power,
nearly without limitation. The checks and balances of
vour system ame giving way under the exigeney of in-
fariated and mdiscreet inchmation to curtail Executive
patronage, and ere long, if this unorganized spirit is

o the glori us temple of Ephesus; is just| not arrested, you will have a very  different form of

. e P L -
1}

that same temple.
Democratic party at head quarters, with the Hero of
Orleans at the head, opposed the will and rash system
of internal 1mprovement by the gemeral government,
and you no doubt well remember his famous veto of
the Maysville Road Bill. At that time there were pro-
jects of the same sort on foot which it was eomputed
would in their execution have cost the nation two hun-

dred millions of dollars—about the amount of stock said |

now ought to he issued from that quarter for the relief

it ha | not been for that veto, the United States would

The

have been in a similar predicament as that of the in-
debted States, and would now have been with an ut-

terly bankrupt treasury? The two great parties divided
which might well have been left for accomplishment, |

on this quastion at head quarters—Joha Quiney Ad-
ams and Henry Clay going for the system of internal
Improvement, with their political iriends, and General
Jackson and his supporters against it. Al great par-
ties in this country have taken their origin from the

general government, and from thence .have extended |

government from that begqueathed: you by your sturdy
ancestors.  Ia Maryland, you have now a Constitution
forsooth for your Judiciary and Executive, but a carte
blanche for your Legislative Departinent.  In this latter,
the wildest range of discretion is tolerated, Where is
the check on this? Recolleet, sir, the theory and basis
of your Federal Government are different from your
State, both as to their origin and capacities. The first
exereises but a delegated authority, and 1s restrained
by the charter which transfers, and is the evidence of
delegated trust, and leaves the mass of power from
whigh it 1s extracted, to b2 used by the constituent par-

ty, subject alone to the restraint imposed upon it by the
general eharter.

~ The Federal Government being than but a delegated
trust, cannot have any inherent or original power, and
of course cannot re-transfer or part with its authoritye
The old law maxim applies in this view of the case—
Polestas delogata, non polest delegari. 'The law making
department then of that government cannot extend be-
yond the limit of the instrument or compact binding up

thronghout the States, and there the Whig and Dem-
ocrat divided on this question.  When the system was
everthrown in that diveciion, you find its scattered - for-
ces and friends gath strength in the States——and in

this State 1 have shewn you, that the party friends of

my colleague were remarkable for their assiduity and
perseverance m recommendiang the system to the good
people of this State. 'Will our 'Whig brethren, upon
atair review of their acts, their policy and their. posi-
tion, stand up and boldly deny their party responsiblity
for the heavy debt of the State on account of herworks
of Internal Improvement? If they will, then, sir, “his-
tory 1s not philesophy teaching by example.” _
- T'dare say, as the father of this American System
will be, in the ensuing Presidential canvass, proclaimed
as the only available deliverer of the people from their
present thraldom, I have no doubt the documents and
all the evidence in relation to his authorship and 1den-

| tification with this speculative system of Internal Im-

provement and paper extravagance, will be fally ex-
hibited to your people, and if they are not now salis-
fied of his visionary and Utopian notions on these sub-

jects, they will have ample opportunity for.the fullest |
| investigation. I believe I have given you, in the prem- |

| unless limited, as [ have said, and

-pears. . Whenever an act is done by the Legi

Mr. Charrman, we have all seen the calamities of

country, brought about by these delasive schemes
? fancied p;osperity.; We all have witnessed the said
experiment, and are now withering under the blasting
effeets. The day of reckoning has come. ;In’ our own
State, the burial place of your ancestors, and the home-
stead of thew wayward children, we are 'sp_eli-beum:!.
Your giant works are unfinished—your credit, alas, is
consigned to the tomb of the capulets—eowe. Your

o MM people are taxed—disaster and disastrous suspense
R S s R R reign triumphant. Weare in an awful crisis—what is
ect of this policy—| 10 be done—shall we ignobly abandon the State, so gal-

lantly settled and defended by your venerated forefath-
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tast dis | ers, and leave her in a condition of desp rate insolven-

o atapt 1 rlre v faln frane—y b

Cs

al propriety, deny the obligatio ation 10 redress the fra

its attributes, - With the law making authority of your
Ntate, reﬁreseﬂting tae sovereignty of the people therc-
ofy a different theory essentially prevails as to the exer-
cise of its powers. True, 1t is also a delegated trust,
but has no hmit in the performance and discharge of
its duties, unless restrained by your Bill of Rights and
Constitation, which were designed to protect the mi-
nority. It can inherently and o;igiglflﬂj-dd any thing,
its range you have
a most extended field for discretion.  That power can
do any thing the people themselves ean do, unless you
can shew from the Bill of Rights and Constitution,
‘that legislative discretion is restrained. The burden of
proving the non-existence of authority, if T am right in
my eoastruotion, rests upon those who deny the exis-
ience thereof. 1t is presnmed to exist_ and have con-
stitutional vitality and support, unless the negative ap-
lature, it
is eertainly to be cobsidered constitutional and regular,
unless you can show from the constitution a restraint
on the Legislature. Where will you find in your con -
stitution any such restraint, in relation to investments
in works of Internal Improvement? It is too true, that
the servants.that the people have clothed with Legis-
lative authority, may act unwisely and impose hard
burders upon their constiyents, but yet they have to be
borne, and the only safeguard the people have under
such eircumstances, is to select very cautiously therr a-
gents, and if they have unfortunately chosen improvi
dent servants, they must displace thein, ard endeavor
to avoid similar results in future, by selecting better; and
if none can be trusted, restram them by a change.in
your fundamehtal law, so that they cannot injure you
hereafter. Ko

sul;m, indeed, your own, reﬁpresemiﬁvgld sport
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acis were 1o defraud strangers to your commc
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ac they would upon the people in je
of our publie debt being oy
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withyyour rights and detraud you by their acts, apﬁg im- |
pose grievous burdens upon you, and by the ﬂl‘ ”__.
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