-y B e raeat E i

WANTED.

Yew Orleans,] will BOW

ices {or.atllikely negrott

d titles.

ded to. et
E H. SLATTER,

All ggmmuiil

Pratt Street.
‘une 144, Johnlth:’n’#

; mutual consent W

nd is no longe, MYy agen’

OPE H. SLATTXR.

|

|

| —

. — —

Pl R, BOCONBYTON, ]

: ______-'-._-.‘..—--—-—-—--.—l—_..-. =i

_I)s_.E

-

EW SERIES—VOL. 9.

TERMS.

e —— —— —

—

e i e e e et

f - o i .
e -+ #

[Editer & Preprietes,

CANBRIDGE,

e e e = . ol T =

D —SATURDAY

I T - . i . P . S

MORNING, JANUAR

R A———

t—-—-—-—-—:—-——_——h———-—-

1 10, 1846.

. — A——— e ——— = —

— Ay e

NUMBER 15.~

e —

i —  PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING

Atyro Dollars and Fifty Cents per annum, paya-
le-& alf yearlyin advance. No subseription will be
C(,)' are mlnuf:;tul‘iug receiVed for a shorter period than six mou.th_s, and no
ion_ and plain striped [Paper discontinued untl all arrears are paid.
quality; from 1810 20 || ADVERTISEMENTS inserted on the usual
23V t; b T terms, and where the number of insertions is not limi-
davea by buying frem 1. they will be eontinued until diection to omit
them 1s received, and charged accordingly.

— T — L

GOV

oo dylrd wide |

or heg'd. : et Dure e e

~—1 1b scgﬁl'ég;aa:::‘:: A-NP_QU#L MESSAGE OF THE EXECUTIVE
Cﬂl‘peling @0 els. per 10 THE GENBRAL ASSEMELY OF MARYLAND,

—10cls. whenthe yarp | Gentlemen of the Senate

- wide made at prices | . and of the House of Delegales:

Sinee the organizaticn of the State government, It
Jhas been customary for the Executive to transmit, ans
| '!Illually, to the Legislature, a message, detailing the
;}panhef in which the government had been co.mlucted
| _;.s;ng.e the adjournment of " the preceeding Legislature,
" and recommending the adoption of such measures as
| '_j'n his bpimun would best conserve the honor and pro
‘mote the ﬁr:leresl of the people. The titne which 1 had

calling on
NDERSON,Agents

e —
e

ll{UUE | ES

all the atiention of pur”

of groceries consisting

« superfine flous

ferent gualities

o F B
,bwtsPhilgde‘lphp
' and very superiet
firking '

& dipped

“ 'Y superior

lysen & Gunpewder
" fine

T Sperm
aguyra, Riode .St. Dee

Table «alt

erarticles comprised ip
ch will he sold qn.plea-
he habit of s.el}ding !
s can.be supplied by u
the ad vant_!ge,afqeileq-

on all cash purchasas,
E& ANDERSON.

— . —

Y GOODS
AND RET.II,

M rchants and othess 19

handsormie assorien 1of

i Dry Goods

j"ite s low, if not lower?
ity Olher tlllblililm.lt
Isfs ol o BT

| Bareges

b and Ginghamg
autiful assortnent)
L& Crape Shawls
d Swias Muslins
15y "
niy

wse Linens

Jiapers

1sh Liinens

lntest styles
ble green, &e.
Linen Drillinge

L, T'weeds

Brown French Linen
reting, Blue Drills
ing, Domestic plaide
sotton Handkfs,

us of all widths & qual

1 Cotwon

ling

uriicle

)s. 310 1Y

,And receiving daily ad-

- which will he soldat ¢
V. Aaceeplances.

NRY W. (COOKRE.
» & Co., corner of Han
JUIMOREL. |

I
|
-————“ |

R LECOMPTE,
Meitor in Chancery,
Illl!‘idﬂt‘, lor the purpos#
#8ion, respectiully offei?
He will attend to any
‘ed to him in adjoivicg

ound at his Office,nex!
- R. Eccleston Eeq.,apd
".JHE.A.S!C“’HTI Elq'- 9

— e — R

AUCTON GOODS!

tion a large lot of Irjsl
rices, bought at a gre

small advance, 1
ortment of Cotten He¢
;ever offered 1n this of

{y compelition ia ’lliﬂ

v and rich styles—verf

inted Lawns, &e.
NRY W COOKE,
« Lombard Streets,
[ORE.

Jl—--.______-_-l

ANNAPOLIS, CAM
<E, and EASTON.
e sleamer Maryla
ve DBaltimore on ey

- MORNING, at 7 o
1amed—starting from tl
,and return on Weda

_w

. lot of very ﬁu[iermr Jav

"HAINES &k Ca.

Box Cheese, just receir

HAINES & Ce.

conscquently less

set apart for the discharge of this duty has been occu-
pied with domestic alllictions; and this message will be
coucise than will be sauslactory to

your predecessors, and I have no hesitancy in express

ing the opinion, that it the Executive should be cloth |

ed by you with the power to compensate (within the
limits now prescribed to the county authorities,) the

cellectors herealler to be appointed by hun, that you

will ensure the future appoiutwent of qualided collee
tors throughout the State.

It 1s not, however, alone necessary that you should
provide for the certgin dppointment of proper collec-
tors of the State tax; itis equally essential that you
should, with equal certainty, provide your collectors
with the power to disecharge their duty.

Under the existing law, the whole machinery (if I
may so express mysell,) of the revenue system of the
State 18 unl¢r3r the control and management of .county

authorities, in most cases elected by the people of the

counties, and wholly rresponsible to the State authorl
ties. Although the assessment under the act of March
1841, was made by Siate authority, and for State pur
poses, the custody of the assessment books is, under
the law as it now stands, confided to these county au
thorities, and the power {o levy the Slale tax 1s exclu

sively vested in them. 'I'he veglect or relusal ol these
local autaorities to levy the State tax, or to give up to
the State collectors the assessment bocks, would for

—— e ———

certained will of your constituents, if you should omit
to fix a day upon which the State shall resume the
payment of the accruing interest on the public debt,
and from which she shall continue to,pay the interest
as it becomes due. 'I'he honor of the State and the in-
terest of her citizens imperatively demand of you effi-
cient action upon this all important subject, I need
not ask you, gentlemen, in coming to its consideration,
to throw aside all views of party or individual politi -
cal advantage, and to look solely to the honor of your
State and the welfare of your constituents; for I am
persuaded that the political destruction of the individ-
ual or party is irrevocably sealed, that shall omit to
propose, or shall oppose, the passage of such laws as,
in the opinion of the people, Will be certamnly ade-

quate to redeem and, for the future, preserve the cred-
it of the State. Lg.

| The anaual interest on the public debt 1s $655,421

20; and there has been paid during the fiscal year en-
ding on the Istof December, 1845, in ligvidation of
arrears of interest, the sum sf §710,784 ol. The
gratifying result is consequently exhibited that the ar
rears of wterest on the public debt (instead of increas
inz, as i previous ‘years, at the rate of about three
hundred thousand dollars per year,) have been actual-

cnrrent interest on the present funded debt, would

make the sum of §715,421 20, to be raised annually
lo. meel the demands upon the treasury.

Gentlemen, I feel the responsibility of the position

we mutually occupv. I believe that now 1s the accep
jed time, and that 1o you is aceorded the distinguished
privilege of redeewing the honer and credit of our
State. There is not a citizen of the State who is wor

thy to be calléd her Son, who does not feel shame at
the position she now occupies, and who will not hail
with applause your efficient action to place her now
and for the future in the position of right she should
occupy. The people of Maryland were never in a

more prosperous condition. Those of her cilizens
who are engaged in Aguculture have been blessed,
through Divine Providence, with abundaat harvests;
and the increased price which has been obtained for the
grain crops ol the State would alone equal the publie
debt, JIncvidence of the prosperity ot those engaged
in commerce and the mechanic arts it is only necessa
ry to look to our commercial emporium (whose rapid
strides towards comwmercial preeminence over her sis-
ter cities of the Union must gratily the pride of every
Marylander) to witness an increase of weaith during

to taxation, and the treasuer was directed *“to retain
the tax out ol the interest falling due on the first July,
in each year, and to authorize the commissioner of
loans to draw only for the balance of interest after dedue
ting the tax.” It will be perceived that this law did
not diminish the difficulty which existed in disecrimina
ting the domestic froun: the foreign stock. It was man
ifest that both the domestic and non resident holder was
taxed—the tax of the former (o be retained by the com
missioner of loans, and the tax of the latter to be retain
ed by the treasurer. As the interest of July 1848,
from which the latter tax was to be deducted, has net
been paid, the treasurer has not as yet encouniered the
difficulty which has been suggested; but, as under a-
nother law, the coupons and certificates of interest in
cluding those due on the 1st of July 1845, were to be
recerived by the commissioner .of loans in payment of

taxes, that officer has been obliged to meet the difieul
ties engendered by both laws,

By my direction, the-commissioner.of loans has adop

te 1 as the rule of construction of the act of 1841, chap-

ter 281, ““to consider all - stock gnd bonds as domestic
which are not proved to be the property of non resid

the time effectually prevent the collection of the State

ly dimpinished during the past fiscal year by the sum of

. ‘public opinion is the surest crijerson of right, 1 should
) o TR . ' ¥ '
‘be false 1o the station 1 occupy i 1 should (regardiul ol
a misdirected popular excitement in any secuon of the

vou, or desivable to mysell.

Whilst I adont that in our country an enlightened

. - { il <R 0 N rpvL - e i . :
dues, and would render the existing tax laws practical | $29,908 31, “L'he arrears ol interes!, as shown by the

ly useless as a revenue system. [ amn aware that the
existing laws subjects to indictment the members ol
the tax courts, who refuse to discharge the duty im

posed on themn by the law; but experience bhas demon
strated the inadequacy of this remedy.

- State,) omit (o recomnmend the continuance and adop-| Commissioners of the tax have been elected by the

|

ton of such measures as in my judgment will mast
suzely redeem the public credi, and promote the wel-

1are of our comuon constituency.
wa v .

H

prowminent position assigned Lo its consideration by my
L'ltn‘t'u;rtltale"predecessorﬁ_i;; each of his Annual Messa-

“The tinancial condition of the State well merited the

people, who have refused to deliver the assessment

boohs to the collector appointed by the Execulive, and
the grand jury of the county have refused to find an

indiciment against the delinquents.
1 am also aware, that upon the hearing of a writ of

magdamus, the courts of justice would order the deliv

ges 10.the Legislature. With an anxious desire on | ery of the assessment books; but in the new position

Lis part to awrest the “dowmward tendency’ of the pub-

lie eredit, it was his painiul duty, year alter year, 1o
“announce 10 the L?g slature the entire wadequacy of
he existng laws, i fully execuled, 10 meet the current
ltilermam,!lsi,,upl(m the treasury; and to point out the fatal
Terrbr.:_ih the past legislation of the State by which the

which Maryland 1s now about to assume, the delay
which would be consequent upon such a proceeding
would be destructive of its utihty. Itwill, gentlemen,
be your paramount duty,to remedy the defects in the
exisung legislation which have been pointed out for
your consideration. As the law now stands, the Ex

report of the treasurer to the last legislature, amount~
ed, on the Ist of December, 1844, to the sum of §I,-
432,154 51, and on the Ist of December, 1845, the en-
tire interest due to the creditors of the State was §1,-
376,891 20. Itis not, it cannot be expected, that you
will provide for the immediate payment of this arrear-
age of interest; but some adjustment ol this balance is
essential as a preliminary to the resumption of pay-

ment by the State, as 1t would be manifestly unjust,

and therefore inadmissible o proyide for the future

payment of the accruing inlerest, leaving -unllguida-

ted and unsatisfied the interest which 18 Row due.

It is unnecessary to consider the various suggestions
which have been made for the attainment of this ob-
ject. To one, however, | will refer, for the pirpose
of expressing my conviction that its adoption would
violate the faith of the State pledged to her ereditors
and to her citizens. ‘I'he suggestion, to which 1 refer,
is one which was mooted during the last session of the

Executive Branch of the governuient had been depri- |

ved of the power originaliy vested 1n 1t 10 execute the
laws which had heen passed. In his last Message he
wade known to the Legislature, as the effect ol the

ecutive arm 18 pawerless to vindicate the supremacy
of the law; and the enactments of the Legislature may
be treated with contempt, and disregarded with impu

L

the past few years equal to the quadruple of the debt
of the State.

I propose, gentlemen 1n the future discharge of my
duty, 10 review the existing revenue laws, and recom
mend such legislation as will in my judgment, without
inflicting unnecessary burthens upon the people, be
adequate, if concurred in by you, to meet the future
demands npon the treasury. “I'he subject must, I
know, be upinteresting to many of you, from the de
tail necessarily incidentto its consideration; but the su
perior irnportance of giving you full information upon
6 subject upon which your action will be of such vial
consequence 1o the State, will sausfy you that [ could
not take any other than the course indicated without a
departure from the path of duty and the sacrifice of -

tility, (the sole object ol this communication)to your |

convenience.

The revenue laws are now scattered through many
volumes of the laws of the State; they are in some res
pects ipconsistent with each other, and certainly re-
quire amendment. I would, therefore, most respect
fully suggest the propriety of digesting and embodying

|

ents;”” and in reference to the act of 1844, chapter 172,

““10 consider all coupons and certifieates ol interest pffes

ed in payment.of taxes as the property of domestie hol
ders.” Im order to secure the payment ol the arrears

of tax due from the domestic holders of stock or bonde
of the State, the commissioner of loans, with my gp-
proval, has detirmined to consider the entite tax on ‘the
domestic stock as in arrears until shown to have been
paid; and to retain from the interest of July, 1842,
(which has been paid by the treasurer at the loan office
in liguidation of the interest of this quarter,) the tax
thus found to be in arrear. By this means the com
missioner of loans has received from arrears of taxea
due from the domestic stock and bend hulders, the sum

of §2, 565 75, and will hereafier be enabled to cellect
all which is due from that source.
By directing that the treasurer shall retain the tax

on the domestic stock and pay over only the difference
between the tax and interest, asis provided by the aet
of 1844 in reference to the stock of non resident holders,
you will remedy the difficulties which/have been poin
ted out, and lessen the dewpands upon tne treasury by

the sum of $27 602 60, the amount of the tax upon the

Legislature, 10 stop the operation of the sinking tund,

and appropriate its proceecs 10 the extinguishment of

the State may distinctly understand the duues rmpos
this balance.”

ed on them.

. combined causes above assigned, (the inadequacy of
the tax laws, and the waut of pewer in the Executive
. to-entoree them,) that the arrears ol interest had pro

nity.

. gressively increased from $559,656, on the 1st of De-
cember, L1842, o §1,171 L7227 on the 1st ol Decembver

1843; and 10 $1,450,961 61 on the st of December,

1844; and that in scven counties ol the State the tax
latvs were not enforced.

.1 have, geutlemen, 10 discharge the move pleasing
1}Jlﬁl;( of infurming you, that collectors of the Stlate wax
have been appointed, and that the direct tax 18 now
being collected in every portion of the State, excepl 11

J

Formerly the levy or tax courts throughout the

State were appoiated by the State Executive. They

were then respoasible to the State autherities, and

consequently respected and obseived the laws of the
Stiate.

Now in most of the counties these oflicers are

The sinking furd commenced with the debt of the

State. Each law which authorised a loan upon the
public credit, ereated a fund which would redeem the

The first of these laws to which { invite atiention is

them 1n ope epactment, that the officers and people of | entire funded debt of the State. g

The tax imposed by thie law upon the stock of

the banks and other incorporated instiulions of

the State has been the occasion of coatinued liti
gation. The banks of the city of Baltimore, us

the ‘*Income tax law,”’ passed at |'ecember ses. 1841,
ch 325. Jnalarge portion ol the State ure assessment

sum borrowed at the expiration of the period of eredit

specified 1n the law.

|

elected by the people of the particclar county, and

| ed.

Calvert county, where the collector has been unable
to obtain1he assessment books from tue tax comnus |

sloners. _ |
I have siill greater |~!r:1.~-'ure i announcing (o you

the fact that, during the past fiscal year, there has been
received, and applied to the extinguishment ol arrears
of interest, a sum greater than ihe accruing mterest for

that period. | |
Although I have labored assiduously, and for the|
tune successlully, 1o produce this deswrable result, 1118 |

my. duty to inform you, that this success cannot be at-
;,;lribuled to any actual power with which the EKxeculve
3s clothed 10 enforce the due execution ol the revenue
laws ol the State.
. 'T'wo causes have prommnently contributed to foster
the indisposiiion manifested in some parts of the State,
to pay the taxes heretolore imposed by the Legisla
ture, First, the maulest and procluimed inade?uacy
ol those laws, il fully enforced, 10 pay the intgrest on
the public debt; aud secondly, the Iixecutive. annunci
ation of the waut of authority to enlorce them, follow-
ed by the actual non-observance of those laws in sever
al coun;nes of the State. The people of Marylgl;lt]. a.l
‘:ways anxious to maintain the honor and c‘reg!lt of their
State, were unable to appreciate the utility ol a system
of taxation ‘ad,ulil'led to he inadequate to that end; and
1he success, which has aitended my efforts to give yi
1ahty to the system, is to be attributed 10 the energetic
aetion of the last Legislature, by which the determina

action

tion was evinced to provide suffictent means for the ac
'cotnplishme.m of this desirable u‘J:jec_t.
" The duge execution ol the laws 1s as essential as their
enactment; and it will be a duty iacumbent upon vou,
. {which I cannol 100 urgently press upon your atten
tion.) to clothe the Executive with such powers as
“ ayill convinee the people, that fog the future, the reve
hue Jaws will be fully and impartially executed in eve
.. lry'pari'ﬂi the State. Your immediate predecessors, |
have no doubt, believed they had accomplished this
| éﬂhjﬂ:l. by gi1l.1'inul'=,1‘r 10 lrhe present Exfecutive, as recom
" mended by hun, the power ol appointing collectors ir
respective of residence, in all cases where collectors
had mot;, by the tenth of May in each year, duly quali
:ﬁed under appointment ol the county authorities. The
_* HeSign of the Legislature was to clothe the Executive
with the power to appoint collectors whenever the
‘_ _,;mmty authorities should neglect or refuse to discharge
that duty; out the power, as conferred, unaccompanied
with the power 10 compensate the persons appoimnted,
was ol course nugalory. |
" The naked power 10 appoint was conferred upon
(he Executive, but the power to pay was still lelt with
the county authorities; and as this power was only 1o
' be exercised by the Executive upon the contingency
_ of the refusal of the county guthorities 10 appoint, 1t is
manilest that the same causes which would occasion
‘the ﬁou-dischar,,% of the duty to appoint, would more
~ powerfully operate to prevent iheir payiog the E}xecu
- tive appontees. 1 have no doubt that the omission to

laving been thus converted from State info county

officers, they have ceased to be responsible 1o the State

authorities, and in fact are practically responsible sole

ly to the people of the county by whom they are elect
T'o this error, in the past legislation of the State,
is to be atributed the non enforcement of the revenue

laws; and the correction of this error by 1estoring to the

State authorities the appomtment ol those officers,

| will in my judgment, render certain the {uture enlorce

meit of those laws.,
The mantfest tendency of thisimprovident legislauon

(o destroy the efliciency ol the government, which |

was forcibly adverted to by my immediate predecessor
in his second annual message to the Legislature, fur

nigshes another cogentreason {or the regtoration of these |

appointments (@ the State authorities, to whom they
were originally and legitimately entrusted. To the
great body of our constuiuents, it is oltogether immate
rial whether this or that individual is appointed to dis
charge the duties of this or any other office—they are
solely interested in having Lonest, aitentive and efii
cient officers. The people see and know, that under
the new system the appointment of these officers is
practically thrown nto the hands of the irresponsible
county politicians, attached to the two great parties of
the country, who often nominate the candidates for
these offices, more in view of the party services of the
individuals or their supposed local popularity, than in
consideration of their fituess for the office; and I think

By this means, the payment of
the principal wus secured to the public ereditor, and

' the citizens prolected against the possibility ot perpet-
ual taxation, or the ruinous t:.g:'uclst:-crzluam:"%'_&',hi= lax o
pay off the principal of the debt.

The sinking tund on the lst December, 1844, a

mounted to $1,276,500 79, and on the lst of Decem-
ber, 1845, to $1,404,030 28,

It 18 progressively in
creasing by the quarterly re investment of the interest
accruing on if; and its operation has demonstrated its
adrquuﬂy o secure the Cili;ZEll and ﬂl'l'}dilt}l' of the >Stlatle
by redecming lue_priuupul ol the public debt within
the periods himited n the appropriation laws.

'L he iiLll)“U creditor, with the certayn assurance ol

the luture prompt payment of the aecruing interest,
will, I am persuaded, be well satisfied to fund the ar
rearage of interest upon such terms as will comport
with the ability of the State,and at any rate of interest
you may deem equilable and just,

The entire debt of the State, bearjng interest amounts

to the sumn of $11,986,784 Ub.

Under the operation of the law which authorizes

the payment of taxes in cOUpons or certificates of in

terest, the public credit or 12 facl receives the amount

of hus interest, less the disceunt at whiech the conpons

or certificates are sold, and less the tax imposed on his
stock. Coupons and certificates of interest are now

selling, and have sold since the passage of the law,
at anaverage ol eighty per Cent.

The result is that the creditors of the State, holding
the bonds or stocks of the State, bearing an mterest of
six per cent., amounting 10 the sum of §$3,829, 359 14,

experience has demonstrated that since this ;nnovation, | receive an interest ol four and fifty—five hundredths per
the persons selected have not ‘been wore honest or

capable than those who were formerly appomted by

the Executive. This unadvised legislation originated

in the desire of those who advocated it, to promote the
political ascendency of themselves or their party; but

in my judgment, politiciaus ‘were never more misia-

ken, and the mistake is occasioned by the conmon er
ror with politicians in placing an under estimate upon
the inlelligence of the people.

The people of Maryland entirely comprehend the
political problem, and recognize as a political truism,
that thie transfer of the appointment of the officers char-

ged with the execution of the laws from the State au-

thorities to the people 8t the several counties, would
ﬁractically destroy the State Government, and build
upon its ruins separate and independent county govs
ernments, irresponsible alike to the State and to each

ly administered, and will, I am shtisfied, approve ol
no legislation which would deprive their government

of the powers necessary for that purpose.
Having discharzhd my duty in bringing distinctly

to your notice the inadequacy of the Executive author-

ity to enforce the observance ot the revenue laws, and
in pointing out the utter inutility of all the laws which

have been, or which may be passed unaceompanied

with adequate power 1 enforce them, I subniit the
subject to your consideration, with entire confidence
in your patriotism and judgment, and with the full

conviction that you will prtj_mptly and efficiently rem~

edy these defects m the lﬁ!gislg;iou of your predeces-
SOrs.
After providing for the future prompt and certain

enforcement of the revenue laws, you will, in my

- confer this power was an oversight upon the part of| judgmeént, dm-é.gird public opin.on, and the well as
By o - et ' " “w X ] 1.. - 4 - : .

cent.—the ereditors, holding the five per cent. bonds of
the State, amounting 10 $7,007, 425 84, receive an in
terest of three and three quarter per cent.; those hold
ng the bonds ef the Staf® bearing an nterest of four
and a half per cent., amuunting to $100,000, redeive
three and thirty five hundredths per cent.,, and those
creditors who hold the three per cent, bonds of the
State, amounting to $500,000, receiye two and fifteen
hundredths per cent. I have adverted to these facts
for the parpose of showing that the inlerest of the
public creditor wéuld be eminently promotod by any
liquidation of the arrearage of interest, by which ils
payment within sofe lixed and reasonable period
would be ensured, and by which the future regular
payment in money of the aceruing inteiest, according
l the contract ol the State, would be undoubtedly se

| cured,
other. Our constituents desire that the laws passcd|
by their representatives rhould be fully and impartial-

If, after a thorough investigation of the subject, you
should determine that the State shall resume payment
on the first day of October next, it will be necessary to
fund the interest inclusive of the quartey ending on the
Istol July, 18406.

In view ol the anxiety which willexist on the part
of the tax payers to avail themselves of the privilege
ol paying in coupons or certificates of interest, (a priv
tlege which they are aware must be denied so soon as
you decide to resume the payment of the current nter
est,) I do not think the present arrearages of interest
will be wuch increased, Suppose the arrearage of
interest on, and includiug the intetestot the first July
1846, would amount to the sum of $1,500,000; tnis
funded at 3 per cent, would increase the current inter

est from thateate by the sum of §45,000; and if you

should decide 10 pay off the prineipal, thus funded, in

20 years, it will be necessary to provide annually the
further sum of $75,000; which swns added to the

* I

ander this Jaw was not made, and in portions ol the
Statle where the assessment were made they were so
partial in wheir character as to rendel the law exceeding

der the impression that their several charters ex.
empted them {rom taxation, refused to pay ‘the
tax; and asuit was instituted, during the term of

my predecessor, to test the constitutionality of
the tax imposed on them by this act; which re-
sulted in the decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States “that the bunks of city of Bals
timore, chartered in 1821, were exempt from tax

ly obnoxious to the people. ‘I'he resultis that thislaw

during the past fiscal year was not enforced in the city
of Balumose, and but partially enforced even in the

counties in which assessments had been made; and the

revenue derived fromit had not exceeded $1,000, 1
am aware that the supplemental act of December gess

1348, chap 807, the xecative is einpowered Lo appoint
agssessors and collectors, where they had not been ap

ation during the condinuance of the charters thea
granted, and that the other banks of the city were

| better to submit the subject to your consideralion, hal

legitimately taxed.”

Under the impres®ion_that this decision had
seitled the question of liab.lity to taxation, I re
quested the Attorney General to call upon the se
veral banks, and request their compliance with

And again; as even Lhe successiul exercige of this F tl}e law. Th_"" banks chartered lf‘ 1821, -‘,_ont'.
power by me would not remedy the defects in the assess | ding that their charters of 1821 did not expire um
ments whigh have been made, ] thought it would be | il 1816, and the other banks contending that, un
der the act of 1835, chapter 142, no other tax
you may authorise a new assessment ol *‘Salaries and | could be imposed on them than was or could be
Jocomes” throughlut the State, and that the law may | ymposed on the banks chartered in 1831 still re
be equally and impartially executed. " | fused to pay the tax; and I immediately ﬁﬁ&td

The next revenue law to which I call your attention nroceedings to be instituted to test the validity of
i% ‘lhe Mw“&.“’ chapler S0, Qidhiznipogen: & 4P their claim to exemptiou. This *proceeding resul
cific 1ax on #Silver Plate and watches” This Jaw | . 0 oo 0 o {of A . tthat
has, I believe, been enforced in no part of the Siate, %14 ; y_ ys ,Um . f_‘P“‘ﬂ *
and it cannot-be ‘eatried pregerly. intoseflect, Without the banks chartered in 1821 were hable to taxa

| tion from the st of Jan. 1846, aund that the oth

an assessment. 'The assessors ol the “Income tax”’ (if |
you should authorise their appomtment) can alsomake | €r banks were liable for the tax from the dale of

the required assessmentof those articles; and the two | ifs imposilion in 1541." W lc o e
laws, when fully enforced, will yield a revenue of | All the Banks of tne city of Baltimore have ac
$20,000, quiesced in this decision, except the Farmeas’ and
The act of March session, 1841, chapter23, “lor the | pjagters’, and the Western Banks, which now re
BIRRS g a?d "-“"““'if;“ O.f the poop erty Of. 'the Siate fuse to pay, upon the ground that the acts of 1841,
“",‘i‘:‘“” i e Will o reg e Ke O 1o | chapler 2510 1813, chapter 299, which make
B NAP—-— it the duty ef the “Presidenls of the Banks and
other incorporated 1nstitutions of the State to

nnder its provisions in 1841, which amounted to the

sum of $196,763,847 98 has been subsequently reduced
jetain and pay the tax directly into the treasu-
ry,” are uncenstitutional. A proceeding has

by the action of the appeal tax courts o §177,139,049
been instituted’ and is now pending in the Cours

23, although the wealth of the Stale has withun that
of Appeals, to test the validity of this objection,

period greatly ipcreased. It isa quesuon ol grave im
portance which will demand your early consideration
the decision of which may render further legisla
tion necessary.

whether a new assessment of the property of the Siate
The revenue wl{ich will be derived from the

would not greatly augment the public revenue and at

the same tme render more equal the burdens of taxa-

ion, Any assessment which may be authorised (be | _ ' ; /

:ng lor Sll;la}l(e purposes ) should in m;fjudgmenl be m:gde dircet tax during the coming -_Y“‘r will be incres

uuder the supervision and appointment of the Siate au sed by the sum of $24,207 722, the tax i the

thorities, as the only means by which the great desid- capilal of the Banks which have not heithesto
paid, including the unpaid tax of the two Banks
hefore mentioned, which are still contesting their
obligntion to pay. |

eratum—equality ol taxation—can be obtained.
By this act the stock of the e held by domestic
holders is taxed, agd that portion held by non resident .
holders is exempt {rom taxation.  An mvestugation of | Ipon investigation I found that but one Bank in the
city of Baltimore, (the Merchants’ Bank,) and but few
of the other incorporated companies had paid the di
rect tax, since the passage of the act of 1843, chap.

the subjeet convinced me that the greater portion of
the stock designed to be taxed by this law had escaped
987, which transferred the collection of this tax” from
the local collectorsio the Presidenst of the se‘rért_]fia

taxation.
corporated nstitutions. 'I'heTreasuier at my nstance

pointed by the local authorities; but as no power waus

conferred upon the Executive w compensate the per

sous appuinted by him, 1 was unwilling to encounter
the certain failure which musi have atlended any at
tempt on Wy parito execule ils provisions.

The attention of the commissioner of loans had not
been drawa to'the 3d section of the act of 1841, chapter
281, by whicl “*he 1s directed to retain out of the intex
est aceruing on the Siate stock the tax due on sawd

stock;’’ and this tax upon vhe stock of the State was
paid but in comparatively few instances. Great difh-
culty (as will be apparent to the legislature by an ex
amination of this section of the act of 1841,) existed in
discrimmating the domestic from the foreign stock, and

consequentiy ascertaining which was liable, aud which

exempt irom taxation. : f

addressed a circular 1o the Presidents of each of the
incorporated companies, of whose locality he could ob

tain information, requiring ¢hem #o pay imto fthe freas
ury the fax due from the companies over Which they
presided which has resulted in the payment by many
of thein of the entire tax due [rom their respective ;ip

stitutions, amounting to the sum of 314;3&“37;* and

| which will jusiify me o applying for a mandsmus »

By the act of 1844, chapter 172, the stock or debt | gainst those who may continue deﬁnpugﬂg,jf*
of the State held Iy non residents was also subjected | their observance of the lay,
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