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TERMS.

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING

Atiwo Dollars.and Fifty Cents per annum, paya-
“ble h alf yearlyin advance. No subseription will be
receiVed for a shortér period than six meonths, and no
(paper discontinued until all arsears are paid.

ADVERTISEMENTS inserted on the usual
terms, and where the number of insertions is not limi-
ted, they will be eontinued uatil direction to omit
them 1s received, and charged accordingly.

POETRY.

For the Chronicle.
THE DELUGE.

BY 3.°8.'D.
The sun arose m splendor, and threw back
N’ight’s sable curtains from the eastern sky,
And spread its cheering beams upon that sin
Curs’d world—yea rose, tu set no more on them.
‘I'hey all pursued their avocations as
Before, nor theught for once, perhaps, that that
Should be the day to seal their destiny
T'o all eternity, They buiit—tore down.
Around the nuptial board inight have been seen
The happy bride, whose brow was deck’d with
A golden wreath—and silks most gay embraced
Her slender form: and erimson flush’d her cheeks,
As flattering congratulations fell
Upon her ear. And others, eager to
Supply the proud demands el sense, sought out
The place of vain amusements, where they plung’d
In pleasure’s vile, deceitful tide. And some,
Again, look’d with deriding gazes on
‘T'he skilful architect and thought
Him mad—his works all foolishness and loss
O
‘T'he holy man ¢f Goa—his wife—his sons—
Their wives, went 1 the finished well built ark, .
'T'o ’scape the wrath of an oflended, sin
Avenging Gad.,

“time. So things went on until at last

Then {rom the west,
A cloud, though small, was seen to rise and spread
Itself from west to east, {rom north to south,
Uuntil the wide-spread canopy was dark
With clouds; and {from the iate-seal’d world were hid
The Day-King’s beams. A darker aspect still
Pervades the sky as hiours ro!l on: till, from
T'he darken’d chambers of the West, the low,
Suspicious voice@hthunder, falls upon
“T'he ears of that i{:ppy race, which warn’d
T'hem of a storm a@Proaching fast—and that
Succeeded by the lightning’s vivid fire—
Predicting by its stroke athwart the sky,
That in concealment were dread thuneder-bolts,
All quick 1o fly at the eommand ol Him
Who holds thew 1n hs hands,

The word was giv’n:—
The windows of the heavens were open’d wide,
Fromn which streained down the fatal element.
The fountams ot the deep were broken up,
When belched forth this instrument of God
To slay the world. The waters spread and rose,
"I'ill the whole surface of the earth was hd;
And death, unmoved by this scene of wo,
Stood staring all his victims in the face
With a triumphant air: and all;—yea all,
Save “‘eight,” Lhen found a watery grave.

Amud
This picture-of despair, we see the babe,
As though ’twas conscious of 1its fate,

Hang closely clinging to 1ts inother’s breast,
Aud lisps for the last time the name of “Ma,”
And cries for rescue, when 1ts plaintive voice
Isanswer’d by the fainting echoes of

Its dying mother’s greans; or by a serge,

In fury sweeping o’er the forms of both,

And sinks them in the bosom of the flood.

We see the Irightful forms
Of men, of women, children, eager to

Ascend the craggy summits of the hills

And mount to ’scape the wrathful waters, when
The rising occan drives a madden’d wave
Against their forms, and them against a rock,
And sends them groaning senseless down to swell
‘I'he numbers of the dead. |

We see the dead -
The carcasses ol small and great, of rich

And poor—the servantand the master—the
Oppressor and the prisoner—all now

Together float upon the surface of

The flood of wrath—all found a common grave!
But yet, amid this scene of death, we see

"Fhe Atk ride o’er the watery wastes, ‘midst
The falling rain, the rollinz thunder, and

The lightning’s glare, and still bears onward to

Some destined spot its valu’ble, precious,
Immortal treasures, savep,

MAXIMS AND PROVEEBS. -

A bad workman quarrels with his tools,
Bad books are the public fountain of vjce,
Change of fortune is the lot of life.

Debt is the worst kind of poverty.

Empty vessels make the greatest sound,
Fair and softly goes far in a day,

God helps those who help theniselves.
Hearts may agree though heads differ.
Idle people have the most labor.

Jests, like sweatmeats, have often sour sayce,
Keep not nor covet what is not your owp,
Lazy folks take the most pains,

The most important portion of the Governor’s Mes- |
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tain doubts, or where mitigating circumstances may

sage contaming the present condition of the finances | Ohio Rail road, and its extension to the Qhio river, as | exist, t¢ pardon upon condition of confinement in the

of the State, and the suggestions and recommeneations
of the Gov. was published in our last. The remaining
portion, treating of the condition of our public works,
Oregon, &c. will be tound below.

GOVERNOR S MESSAGE.

(CONCLUDED FROM LAST WEEK.)

I wil! now proceed to the consideration of the rela-
tions of the State to the various works of internal im—

provement,with which she is connected, and to which

you must dook for a portion of the revenue required to
meet the demands of the Treasury.

I will transmit to you the annual report of the Ches
apeake and Ohio Canal Company, and also a supple-
mental report received from that company, giving a
detailed account of their proceedings under the act of
the last session, chap 281, eatitled “an act to provide

for the completion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal |

to Cumberland, and for other purposes.”

Prior to the approval by me of the guarantee, requi
red by the 3rd section of thatact, I was furnished by

the company, at my request, with the written opinion
of J. V. L. McMahon, Esq., in regard to the legality
of the forms of guarantee which had been adopted by
the company and submitted ior my approval. The

supplemental report will give you fu!l information of
the securnty which was given, and will furnish the evi

| dence of sufficiency upon which my approval was

based.

This report willalso convey to you the gratifying 1n
telligence that since the guarantees were approved, the
company have contracted lor the completion of the ca-
nal to Cumberland, for a sum less than that hmited by
the provisions ot this act.

[t1s certainly a cause of congratulation that this

| this vexed question, which has lor years rested as an

Incubus upon the legislation of the Siate, may now be

| considered as settled. In afew years what is now con

Jecture will be settled by experience; and the interesting
problem to the people of Maryiand will be solved,

whether the annual interest of $400,000, with which |

the State is now charged for the expenditure on ac-
count of this work, will be metby the profits of the

work, or continue a perpetual charge upon the people
of the State.

In my opmion, the wisdon of the legislation of your
immediate predecessors will be vindicated by the re-
sult; and the people of Marvland will be at least par-
lially relieved from the taxation consequent upon the
advances of the State to this work.,

There are son.e, I know, who are opposed to the

completion of the canal, upon tae ground that a por-
tion of the trade which literally belongs to our own

commercial emporium, would thereby be withdrawn
to the Distriet cities.

1'lis argument concedes that the canal, when com-

pleted, will relieve the State; for the State being entitled
to the entire tolls of the canal, 1t is manifest that any

amount of transportation on 1t, which would operate
injuriously to Balumore, must necessarily yield a cor-
responding revenue to the State; and the 1ssue which is
raised by this argument 13, whether the people of the
State will submit to perpetual taxation to the amount
of $400,000, the annual interest on the nvestient in
the canal, or risk this conjectural injury to the trade of
the city of Baltimore. But this view of the question 1s
too narrow, and those who use it are attempting to

raise a question of antagonist interest between the city
of Baltimore and the residue o! the State, which can

be productive of no good, and which may he the occa-
sion of much evil,
T'here 1s no man in Maryland who can entertain a

more thorough conviction than I do, that the prosperity
of Balumore 1s essential to the prosperity of the residue

of the State, and of the equal truth of the converse of
the proposition, that the prosperity of the residue of

the State 1s equally essential to the prosperity of Balti-
more. I am therefore convinced thatany policy which

would paralyze the energies of the one, would operate
destructively upon the interests of the other; and it fol-
lows that no system of legislation can be nght which

looks exclusively—separately—10 the interest of ej-
ther.

T'he people of Maryland when, through their repres
sentatives, they entered upon the system of internal
improvement, in the prosecution of which the public
debt has been incurred, designed to develop the resour
ces of the whole State. The system was not devised—
this immense outlay of the public treasure was not de-
signed solely to develop the mineral resources of Alle-
gany, or to afford to the farmers of the upper counties
a more accessable or better market, or to throw into
the lap of Baitimore the rich products of that fertile re
glon—these were mere incidents of development, the
mere consequences of the system— ooked to only as
incidents 1o the great object of the statesmen whe ori-
ginated this system.

The people, in approving of the system devised,
looked beyond the limits of Maryland for the sources
of wealth and prosperity which were commensurate
with the magnitude of their undertaking.

T'he Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, the Baltimore &
Ohio Rail Read, the Baltimore and Susquehanna Rail
Road and the Susquehanna and Tide Water Canal
were all designed to have their western termini beyond
the limits of"the Statel and Baltimore city was design
ed as the eastern terminus of all except the last. We
then looked to the greut west as the source frou. which
was to come the passengers and trade, that were to re-
munerate us for this vas: outlay required for the com
pletion of this grand systein; and we must now look to
the same source, or abandon the only object which
could jusuly tae magnitude of the original design.

the only means of securing to the State the great ad
vantages which were coniemplated from the giganuc
scheme, 1 the pmsecution of which the means and
credit of the State have been for the ume so completely
exhausted.

It will be your duty to consider whether you can |
render any assistance 1o the company in obtaining
from our sister State of Virginia, « right of way, that
this road may through her territory reach its origina)
destination, the Ohio River. The importance of this
extension at this time notonlyto Virginia and Mary-
land, but also to the country, 1S greatly increased by
the present critical position of the foreign relations of
our country. '

Since the adjournment of the Legislature, the Balti
more and Ohio Rail Road Company have, as author-
1zed by the law of that session, reduced the fare for the
transportation of passengers upon the Fashington
Branch of the road; and I have great pleasure in com
municating the fact that this experiment has resulted
in giving to the State for the last thyee months, an 1n-
creased reveuue of $1 279 47.

During the past fiscal year, the State received from
the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Company, for the
State’s one~filth of the gross receipts for the transport
ation of passengers on the 7Washington Branch the
sum of $58,699 48, and for the same period for divi-
dends $48,000, makiug an aggregate of receipts from
this company of $36,699 48. By law the sum of $34,
069 36 is appropriated from the Siate’s revenue from
the road to the free schoo! fund; and the balance $52,
630 07, is applicable to the demands upon the treasury.
| I have received and will transmit the annual report
of the Balumaore and Susquehanna Rail Road compa
ny. Thelarge investment which the state has in this
work will render your atientive supei1vision of the pro
ceedings ol thus company a matter of interest to your
selves, and of duty to your constiwents. The serious
indisposition under which I have suffered since the
report was received and my incessant occupation in
pre paring this communication, llave prevented my ex
amining the report with the care which its importaace
merits.
| During the past fiscal year this company has paid
to the state the sum ol $20,000, and in my opinion you
may expect from the same source for the current year
a larger sum by at least $5,000.

I have received no communication from the Susque-
hanna and Tide Water Canal Company, but [ have
| the pleasing iatelligence to commuuicate, that during

the past fiscal year this company has paid ioto treasury
the sum $74,800 leaving unpaid for 1ts entire liabilities

to the Stete for that period the sum of $9,750. You
| may I think for the current year rely upon receiving
from this company the enure amount of its liabilities
for that period.

|

. 1 am sull im[;mmd with the aupertance of having
a Board authorized to supervise the vasgt interest of the
| State 1 her various works of internga] improvement.

3

but I witll not again press the subject upon the atten-
tion of the Legislature,

It1s certainly assential to the interest of tne State,
that some agent of the State, should he clothed with
the power to control the tanfl of to]ls established by
each company so as to keep them al] ghgve the revenue
standard: and I submit the subjecl o your considera-

| tion as one well worthy of your attentign.

It will be necessary that one or mgre Warehouses
sho1ld be built in the city of Baltimore for the recep—
ton and inspection of tobacco. The inspection has in-
creased during che presenl year, abaut lwenty thou-
sand hogsheads, and the amount paid by the inspec-
tors for storing the tobacco, which they could not stow
in the public Warehouses, has greatly exceeded the in
terest on the cost of such buildings ag gre required. If
no untoward event should oceur 10 impede the progres-
sive improvement of the country, the city of Baltimore
will, in three years, be the largest tobacco mart in the
world; and the number of hogsheads inspected at the
State Warehouse 1n that city Will reach one hundred
thousand.

[ have received and will lay before yoy the last re
port of the Directors of the Marylanq Penitentiary,
which will give you full intormation of the present sit-
uation of that institution; and I parucularly invite
your attention to the confliet which is gupposed to ex-
ist between the act of 1836, chapter 156. and the act
of 1839 chapter 37, that the proper legislative remedy
| may be applied. This msutution has ceased to be an
expense to the State,and | am warranted in expressing
the opinion that for the past year it has been as judi-
oiously managed n view of the moral improvement of
its inmates as any slmilar institution in the coun-
(ry.

In reference te this subject, I must ask your exam-—
ination of the existing criminal law of the State, in re-
gard to the punishment of slaves, By the act of 1809
chapter 138, slaves were punished as other persons, b};
confinement in the Penitentiary; but by subsequent
legislation, and as the law now stands, no slave can
be confined in that institution, and in regard to slaves,
whippiog or transportation is substituted as the punish
ment for all that class of crimes for the commission of
which all other persons are confined in the Penitentia
ty lor periods varying from two to twenty years. If,

| therelore, under the existing law, a person, other than
a slave, 1s convicted of murder in the second degree, or

any other crime of like magnitude, such person 1s pun
ished by confinement in the Penitentiary for a period
of not less than ten nor more than twenty years; whilst
the slave who is convicted of the like offence can only

be punished by transportation—ihatis, by substituting
for his mastor in Maryland a master resuding beyond the

In reference to the western terminus, the destiny of limits of Maryland.

the canal may now be considered as fixed; it must for

our day and generation continue within the limits of

our State; but its eastern terminus will conform to the
original design, 1f there should be any foundation for

the apprehension of those who now oppose its western
extension.
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The g laring inadequacy of this punishment must
render comment unnecessary. Inanother view this

| inequality and inadequacy of punishment operaie a
gainst the slave. From the origin of the government,
lil. has been customary for the Executive where percous

Penitentiary for such period as he may designate. It
will be Seen that the Executive, under the existing
law m the case of a slave, would be compelled either
to order the execution of the sentence of death, or to

substitute transportation which would neither be con

sidered by the slave or the commuanity as any punish

ment whatever.

1 have adverted more fully to this subject because I
am placed at this time in a peculiar position. At the
last term of the Charles County court, a negro slave
was convicted of the crime of insurrection, and senten
ced to be hanged. I at first delayed the execution of
the sentence, to see what would be the verdict and sen
tence in the case of his associates. The greater por
tion of the slaves who were engaged in this outbreak
were without trial sold by their Masters, and " have
been taken out of the State; and a free negro indicted
with the slave in question, as the leader in this affair,
was convicted of a miaor grade of the same offence,

and has been sentenced to the Penitentiary for the peri
od ol forty years.

A nemorial very numerously and respectably signed
has been presented to me, asking the transmutation of

N —— .

| do not believe that a war between the two coun-
ries can properly, or in accordance with the public
seniiment of either country, arise in the adjustment of
this question. I have every confidence that the'Pregi=
dent of the United dtates 1s sincerely desirous to pre
serve peace, it peace can be maimtained consistently
with the honot .and rights of the comntry. In my

judgment, it would be inconsistent with the wisdom
and prudence manifested by our Government, in the

precautionary medsures taken against Mexico, where

by the peace of the country was preserved in the set

tlement sf the Texas question, and repugnan: to the
opinion we should entertain of the capacity of oue
(Government, 10 believe that war can immediately re
sult from the conflicting opinions or action of the two
Governments upon this question. No admimstration
which has ever had the control of the Government,
could stand aganst the general indignation which
would follow the loss of life and property, consequent
upon a war with Great Britain, entered upon without

warning, and without any the slightest preparation
for defence.

No part ot the Union would, in the event of war,
be more exposed than Maryland; and it you should
have less confidence than I have in the wisdom of the

the punishment in this case. If I possessed the power | Xederal Executive, it Will be your paramount duty to
tc commute the punishment from death 1o condnement | ™@Kke some prevision for placing our State in a posture

for lile n the Penitentiary, I would not hesitate to do

80, but the existing law furnishing no aliernative Ye| .

tween the punishment of death in such a case and an
entire exewption from from all punishment, 1 deter
mined to submit the case to your consideration, with

the earnest request that you will authoiize e to com | ¢

mute the punishment in this case, with the assent of

the convict irom death 1o confinement for life in the
Peaitentiary.

By resolution No. 64, of December session, 1842, |
the Governor was direcied 10 distribute to the levy 1l

courts-ol the several counties, one standard of the sev
eral kinds of weights and measures, which should be
received {from the United Siates uader the act of Con
gress ol 1836. Under this resolution his Excellency,
Governor Thomas, appointed J. H. Alexander, Esq.,
the agent ol the State to receive the standards from the
United States, and to prepare copies of each for distri
bution. The required number of “standard yards”’
have been completed and delivered by Mr. Alexander
10 e for distribution among the several counties; and
it1s due to the agent of the State, that this ““measure
of length” should be inspected by you, that its me

chanical finish and accuracy may be appreciated. The

capacily measures, have not been commenced, and
cannot be undertaken without further legislaton. By
the resolution above relerred to, the Governor was
undoubtedly empowered 10 appoint and pay an agent
to prepare the different standards which he is thereby
directed to distribute—the appoiniment of Mr. Alexan
der was consequently legal, and the expense which
hus been incurred by him in the prosecution of the

work of the State, together with a full and liberal com
pensation for his services, nuw constitute one of the

obligations of the State, which she has the ability to
discharge, and one which I should have ordered 10 be

paid, 1l I had possessed power to do so. The Consti
tution o1 the State, as amended by the act of December
session, 1843, ch 339, and confirmed by the act of
1844, ch. 86, ““prohibits any money being drawn from
the T'reasury of the State, but in consequence of appro
priations made by law.”” Under my construction of
his clause of the Constitution, I possessed no power
to direct the payment to this agent of the State, either
of the expease incurred or of the compensation mani
festly due to him for his services as agent. [ most
respectlully submit the entire subject to your considera

tion, with tne request that you will pay flor the work
s far as 1t has been executed, and give such specific
lnstructions in reference to the construction of the oth
er standards contemplated by the resolution of 1842

as 10 you may appear nght.” I kave received {rom

construction oy the standard copres ot the weights and

this agent of the State, an able and highly 1nteresting
report on standards of weight and measure, which 1
submit for your consideration; and 1 also submit his
account for expenses incurred in the execution of that
portion of the work already completed.

I have also received a communication on the sub
jectfrom A. D. Bache, Esq., the United States super
mtendent of weights and measures, informing me
““that a large balance, intended for the adjustment of
standard weights and capacity measures, 1o be furnish
ed this State under the act of Congress, is now ready
for delivery;” and suggesting the propriély ol having
a suitable huilding erected for is reception, and appen
ding a drawing ol a small building, which would be
appropriate for that purpose. This communication
and drawing I also submit as a part of this very inier
esting subject,

The duty is imposed on me by the acts of 1827,
chap. 140, and 1839, chap. 23, to reportto you what
amount has been expended within the past year, under
the provisions of those laws, for the education of the
indigent blind, and deaf and dumb. During the period
indicated, the suw of $1,244.99 has been paid for the
education of the deaf and dumb.

I have received, and will communicate to you, a
very lucid and detailed report of the commitlee of the
«egislature, appointed under resolution No. 60 of De-
cember session, 1844, **to examine and bura the bouds
certificates or other evidences of indebtedness of the
State, as directed by resolution No. 8, of December
session, 1840.”

‘This report of the committee contains valuable m-

formation upon the important subject of their labors,
and will, I am sure, secure from you the consideration
it merits. ks
| have received and will transmit, various commu-
nications from many of our sister Staies, for each of
which I ask your respectiul and early consideration.

I cannet conclud. this ceramunication withont adver ‘

ting to the present critical pogition of the relations of

our courtry with Great Bruain, resulting from the pearly

are sentenced to death, o1 whose guilt he may enter | Claims of the two countries (o the.Qregoa Territory .
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ol defence.
Il'you shou!d entertain upon this momentous sub
ject, an opinion different from mine, the thorough re-

organization of the mulitia system wiil be imperatively
required.

Butmay not this question be settled without injury
the rights of this, and consistently with the honor
of both countries?

[t contrary to our expectations, Great Britain should
binally reject this very liberal compromise offered by

our government; would it in your judgment be Injusi-
eus to the rights, or inconsistent with the honor of this

country, to agree that this quesiion of title should be
seitled by arbitration?

The diplomatic correspondence upon this ques
tion, between Mr, Packenham and Mr. Buchanan,
ias made a powerful impression upon the pub-
lic sentiment of the country, and I believe that
now the almost universal opinion is entertained
in this country, that ours is the better title to the
whole territory. What objection then, ean exist

| on the part of the government, or people of this

country (who concur in the opinion that our fitle
is well {oinded) to ihe submission of this question
to the arbitrament of well informed men, the cit
1zens of some other country, who would have no
interest in the controversy, and who would be guid
ed solely by tne desire to decide the question a¢
corcing to right and justice! Would not the por
tion . the territory already offered by our govern
ment as a compromise, be more than could be ag
signed 1o Great Britain by any arbitrators who
would be selected? The President in reference
to this question, is, I am [ ersuaded, only anzious
fo do right; and to meet the expectations of the

country. If then you should concur with me in

opinion, that the acceptance by our government

ol a propositien to arbitrate this question, weuld
not conflict with the rights, or be derogatory to

the honor of our country; might not the expres=-

sion of that opinion, as the sentiment of Mary-
land in the contingency of such an offer oeing

made by Great Britain, have some effect upon the
counsels of the Nation, and consequent influence

in preserving the peace of the country!

In conclusion, permit me (o assure you, that
entertaining the most implicit confidence in your
patriotism and judgment. [ shall co operate with
you to the utmost of my ability ta promote the wel
lare of our constituents; and in peace or wer, 1o
maintaid the honor of our State.

T'HOMAS G. PRATT.

LET OUR FARMERS THINK OF THIS

A correspondent of the New York Morning
News, speaking of the great evils that cause the
condition of the great mass in Ireland to be what
it is, mentions that the whole extent of Ireland a

mounts to a little more than twenty millions of acres,
and the populaiion to nearly nine millions. Dedue-
ting bog land, marshes, swamps, &ec., thereis consid
erable less than two acres 1o each inhabitant. There
are immense entailed estates by absentee landlords,
but so embarrassed by the eXtravagance of their propri
etors that no improvement can be undertaken in them.
They are mortraged, and nearly all the income is gb-
sorbed to pay the interest and settlements. An im.
mense quantity of land is held by a few, .hus leaving
many as tenanis (o eke out on an acre or half acre g
miserable existence. There are thousands who envy
the possessor of a farm of five acres. The rentg vary
considerably, but the lowest is far toe high. Three
pounds per annuimn 1s considered a fair price, and the
tenant who can obtain a lease, esiecms himself most
fortunate. Sometimes a landlord gives an acre 10 a cot
ter to manure and he is to have the crop of potatoes

| that grow on it. The crop once in he quits ‘the feld.

The huts are paid for 1 addition.

of one party and the field of another.
lers are changing every year. The

seeking land is so greay, that the rent asked, no matter
how exorbitant, is readily granted, the people expect
by hard work and privation to pay it. Agriculture 1
carried on by mamn strength, Few of this population
eal the year any thing bnt potatoes, and it ig really
astonishing to see a people suffering such daily priva
tions, so light hearted and good natured. This is cer

Many have huts
Many of the cot

floating popnlatios

tainly a most unstimulatiog diet, and the paople who
live under such circumstances, cannot be 0 hldllr

prased. The population living in this mazoer i)

thres milions. We $ay, Wl Amercan fargare
thigk of this.
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