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origanal Declaration of Independence. Oregon,
should the American population ever altain a sub
stanfial preponderance, would not long remain a
British .enld_oy;*but-occnpmcy.-thoug}yan Irresisti
ble power,; s not'a right, and depends.on numbers,

desepls.. Utless Mr. Polk is merely trifling with
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Iy before the expiration of this term, another conven-

tion was held, of the same charaéter, ‘and the article of
the preceding one in relation to joint occupancy was

extended indefiaitely with a proviso that ither govern
ment; by giving ‘“‘one year’s’ notice of such intention .
might terminate this joint occupaney. During the in
lervening period up to this time, ‘negotiations have
been carried on, discontinued, and renewed. Propos

tions for settlement of the controversy hy dividing the
lerritory by certain lines, have been made and rejected

by both governments. A spint ol compromise only
could have led the United States to propuse, as she

has done, 1_6 yield to Great Britain all to the north of!
the 49°h " parallel of latitude.’ Nevertheless she has
made 1t, and alsy, as already seen, she has entered into
the conventions of 1818 and 1927, by which she has}
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such a'step by Gréat Britain, [ mean_ the putting ot

such an quiry, would be grossly Iipertinent, and as
such might be, with the ‘utmost propriety and should
_be_wi;lg;:utrbesi;ra!__iqq;r.l promptly repudiated. With the
views we have upon this poinf, we shoull deem the
gavernment of the United States wanling” in the ele.
htents of lofty <elfrespeet, if they for & mon.ent tolera— |
ted the id#e?,wthit any guvernment has a right to ask
what future policy we intend to adopt Certainly if

they have a right at all, we swowkl be under the ecor-
rosponding obhgation to answer, and not only 10 an-
swer butto answer distinetly, ¢
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telligent and statesmanlike view of the eflect upon the
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gition to do, are too clearly to be doubted about, very |
different things. While I will not, as I have said,
undertake to vindieate Great Britain from a willing-
ness to declare war from the former reason. ] may safe
ly, and:shall without hesitation assert that she has,
with whatever deficiency of public virtue it may be
connected, her full share of sagacious statesrsen who
can foresee with what withering SCOTN, any mere-
ly specious pretext for war would
the civilized world—her full share
ﬁbﬂlicians, who, however they might be md:ﬁ:?re_l_ll o
pthiﬁ_virtae, and'gn honestadherence to the terms of
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here to it for the sake of the public reputation.
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of probability with which this as<ertion comes to ue,

may be shown without 1his. " Tt is' cléar, in the frst

place, froma consideration of the relative positions o
the two govérnments, and of the relative position of
Great Britain and other governments. To refrain
from doing what'cannot be sanctioned by the strictest

gh and cultivated sense
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also of calculating
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‘moving life. “Then would come
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deadly strife that would follow?" Away with sdch idle
reasons for aggression from Great Britiin us' this one
of a better preparation for war. - She knows full well
thatin counting the cost of such dﬁ'*uﬁhﬁlﬂhg, the
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irifling 1tem indeed. Enough for the present.
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