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Some have thought, indeed, that it would be more prudent to wait awhile,

before petitioning again. But
‘lls appears to us to be a great mistake, for the following reasons:

LV. Time and manner of presenting the petitions to Congress. :
1. They should all be prepared in the months of October and November, u' possible ;—but, if there

should be unavoidable delay, or even culpable remissness, the petitioning should be resumec ; and this duty should not
be omitted altogether, merely because it is begun rather late. '

I. No great moral evil ever becomes less by letting it alone; and this

Is pre-eminently true of
~abbatl -hrf‘;lking.

<. The longer this evil continues, the more strongly will the precedent be pleaded.

3. No reformation of this kind ever was, or ever will be, accomplished without a struggle.

4. If petitions should not be successful for many years

awaken many to the value of the Sabbath, and keep them from profani
any eveit, be very great.

9. Petitioning is a constant testimony against a national

sin, and a continued act of fidelity to God our
Ureator and Redeemer. It may be that this very

testimony is indispensable to avert the wrath of God from our land.
Let it be settled, then, that it is the duty of all friends of good order,

and of human happiness, to pre-
pare anc forward petitiors to the next Congress.

II. The manner of preparing these petitions.

Unless we are altogether deceived, this is a cause which demands the best exertions which can he

in 1ts behalf. Let us request, then, Dear Sir, that immediatel
vour mo:t judicious friends—men who are the

made
y after receiving this letter, you lay it before some of
intelligent and decided advocates of religion and civil liberty ; and that
vou agre«: upon the fittest man of vour number to draw up a petition, which, when approved, shall be offered for Sig-
nature. Let it not be said, that the form of a petition is of no consequence; and that a short one of ten
g00d as he most elaborate one that can be drawn. Would you petition for the life
manner ! Every religious man should consider the Sabbath as dear to him as the

plead for it with as much importunity as he would plead for their lives or his own.
read to Congress, yet they are filed in the Committee-

lines is as
of a child in a caceless, hasty

lives of his children, and should
Though petitions are not always
rooms, where they are accessible to members, and whence may

who may wish to quete the very words of their constituents. Such
iriends w.ll be found in both Houses. Besides, after a petition is sent to Congress, it can be published with perfect

propriety in the newspaper most read by the signers. Thus the voice of the community will be made known.

be derive 1 excellent materials by those members

[II. The manner of presenting petitions Jor signature.
1. When a petition is prepared, it should be transcribed in a good hand, and on firm paper. The whole
appearance should be handsome, and such as becomes a dignified and important subject.

2. The petitions should be first offered for signature to the most res
It will aiso be well, if among the first signers there be persons of different deno

mation of all their acquaintance.

3. Let as many signers as possible be obtained. It is to be understood, that no Improper means be used
to gamn signers, and that men only be invited to subscribe.

pectable men in your neighborhood.
minations, who stand well in the esti-

4. It is desirable that there should be a separate petition for each town, in the Northern and Middle and
some of th:: Western States; and for each county, and all the principal towns ift the Southern States.

however, inay answer for several neighboring towns: and in many places it may be expedient to
the neighb rhood.

The same form.
print a form for

2. This whole business should be conducted in the manner least calculated to give offence. If opposition

should exist, the temper and manner of the petitioners should be mild and conciliating ; while

firm and decided in the
performance of their duty,

they should avoid all unnecessary collision with those who differ from them in opinion.

6. Though there should be no concealment as to the design and object, yet public meetings should be
avoided in any case where contention might be expected.

» Y€t a constant repetition of Memorials will
ng it ; so that the good accomplished will, in

2. The obtaining of signatures should commence immediately after the mcmb%ars of Congress shall have

set out for Washington. One, two, three and four weeks, according to circumstances, willi be sufficient to get all the

signers that can be obtained. In order to this, it should be made a great business, and a sufficient number of Vigorous
Committees should be engaged in it. E

5
3. When the petition is enclosed to a member of Congress, the Committee by whom it is forwarded
may properly request him to write them' information as to the day when it

is presented. | .
These suggestions are made,

{
i

Dear Sir, with sentiments of respect and affection; and with earnest prayers

that our exertions for the common good may reeeive the blessing of Heaven.

R e S e M i S S el

v/
RICHARD VARICK,
JONAS PLATT,
v JOSEPH SMITH,
JOHN STEARNS,
/ '

JOHN D. KEESE,
THOMAS STOKES,
* PETER HAWES,
ARTHUR TAPPAN,
ELIJAH PIERSON.

!
i,
- 1

Committee of Petitioners in the
City of New-York,

-

s e e -

" Mr. Hawes died between the signing of this letter, and its publication.

R may therefore be comido:ied his dying counsel to his
countrymen. - |
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