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words, but that it might alfo comprile the qualities and requifites ellential to

“¢ the grofs errours into which hiterary men fell, in their feveral grammars, =
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termining for themlelves. And Iam extremely happy that the general ap- =
probation already given ef it by the Reviewers (who muft be allowed to be
competent judges) joined to that of an impartial Publick, have crowned my
labours with a fuccels that has more than exceeded my moft fanguine ex-
pectations. ' | 4 |

On my firit view of Mr. Buchanan’s effay towards eftablifhing this Stend-
ard in queftion (in whichthe {ounds of words are exprelled by varying their,
orithagraphy)refleéting on the difadvantages which muft acerue to youth wheo
make ufe of it, to learn the pronunciationof the Englifh, I began to confider
that 2 more rational method was pralticable ; and that awork of this nature
might not only be calculated to convey to the reader the frue pronunciation of

other di&ionaries. My intention and plan of the work, being communi- ©~
cated to perfons of learning and judgment, I was perfuaded to perfevere,un- =
til, at my leifure hours from bufineis, 1 had brought it to the ftate in whichy
you now find it. B Y T |

That the ftandard of our language can never be fixed by a.rational divi-
fion only of the wordsinto {yllables, without certain chara&cr‘s' denoting the
different founds of the vowels and conlonants, will inftantly appear, by the. =
flighteft infpetion into the Aey to this work, where you will find them ar— 0
ranged in all their variztions. Mr, Sheridan, indeed, in his Le& onthe | ,‘
art of reading profe, promifed fhortly to prefent the public with @¥httorical "8
grammar and. pronouncing di€tiomary ; but, unluckily, this work has not' =
vet made its appcarance.-—mThis celebrated author, takinga curfory wgw of 48
the low ftate to which oratory is reduced, after ranking the whole body of ¥
clergy as fchoolboys, fchoolmafters as blockheads, and his cotemporary au-

thors no better than old women, {zys, * Nothing can be a fironger proof of . ¥
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‘and treatifes upon this fubjet, than that the beft of them have miftaken
diphthongs for imple founds, and fimple founds for diphthongs; }cﬂ%poy
sonfonants for fingle, and fingle for compound ; —nay, what i fti | more
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