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which was to annoynce.to: Professor. John White
Webster, the_ dreadful penalty of the law for the
crime of which he stood convicted, namely, the' mur-
der of Dr. George Parkmam, on' the 28d of Novem-
ber last, at the Medical College. & o

The prisoner was brought into the Court.Room at
| five minutes past nine, attended by’ the_Jailor, and

officer F.. J. Jones. ' His appearance w¥s that of a

~ man-deeply crushed. He seemed to have lost that }
elasticity of gait which is peculiar to him, and a set-

tled gloom:was fixed:ipon.his countenance..
. The Court, consisting-of the-full bench, (five Judg-
es).came in at quarter past nine o’clock. - :
*'The Attorney Generaly: J. Hi: Clifford, Esq., with

deep emotion, arose; and after re’capitulaginglthp pro- I
ceedings which had resulted-in the convictionmof the l
nce of the law 'be now i

prisoner, moved that the sente
pronounced upon him. 4 SEpeEy-

The-Clerk, by the'direction of the Court, inquired
of the prisoner, if ‘he had anything to say why sen-
tence of death should not be pronounced.
. Professor Webster arose,howed, and replie
- Chief Justice Shaw
follows: — & 28 ;
JouN W, Wegster—In meeting you here for the
st time; to pronounce that sentence which thelaw
has affixed to the ‘erime of which you have been found
guilty, it is impossible-by-any:language to give utter-

then addressed the prisoner as

L) Lee [y wncetothe sense of responsibility-which we feel.—
The circumstances under which we approach this du-
ty are peculiarly painful.- At all times it’is'a painful

ﬂ 7 ‘| duty to pronounce death- upon a human being, but
— A9 wheii wel consider the. Gircumstanices -of _your:past

’’ < life, and contrast lhem‘withNy%urpresgpt\;cé)m_lit}:on,‘

, - we-are oppressed with grief and anguish; and not ing
< /d el but an in,l;‘)’eratiie':sensg of duty, i‘rﬁpbsed*upbn"ué"b‘y'

* the law; whose officers and ministers'we" are, could:
sustain us under it in ‘pronouncing such a judgment.
. stand convicted,—a crime at - which humahity shud-
ders,—a crime everywhere, and in all forms of socie-
| &y, regarded with-the deepest abihorence,'and which:
" the law has visited with the severest penalties, in
these few simple, but solemn and’ expressive words:
“Every person whoshall commiit the crime of mur-
der, shall suffer-the penalty of death for the sane.”

¢ "I'he manifest ohject of this-law 'is the proteciion |7

and security of human }ife the most. important object

of a just and_paternal-governwent. . == >
|" _Itrs waile the duty of this Court, to declare this
. penalty’dgainst any one who shall be found guilty, in
the due course and administration of justice, of hav-
ing violated ‘thistlaw. * It isione of the:most solemn
.acts of judicial power,; which an earthly tribunal can
be calledupon to'exercise: * [t is the high mamifesta-
tion of the sovereign authority of the law, as well in

itsi stern »and . inflexible” severity, as® in“itspaternal

e

benignity. It punishes the guilty with the severest| '

penalties; that the right to the enjoyment of life—the
most preeious rright of all—may e wmore effeciually:
seeured, 7L  NBr L 3
By the record before us’it-appears that you have
|- bave been indicted-for the crime ‘of murder, the in-
dictment alleging that, on the 284 of 'November last,
' you made an assault'upon Dr, Géorge Purkinan, and
by -acts of violence deptived” Kim of life, with ialice
aforethought. -~ ~“This-deed 'is’ alleged to have been
doune in your apartmenis®in the' Medical College, in
which you.were a.professor, upon a person of mature

one who was.a benefactor of thatfustitution: T'heiin-
telligence of such a crime created- the deepest sensa-
tion.in the community. You - were in due time ar-
raigned before a Court organized for that puipose;
able'counsel were:appointed for your defence; every
. thing that could berurged.in your favor was brought
- forwardj.and & jury; alnest of your ‘own-selection,
‘have brousht.in a verdict of guilty.’,
] P - - —

d in the

Against the crime-of wilful murder, of which yourC

Hoia

Z .to offer you in this hour of affliction, ye
nestly commend you to the mercy of our Heavenly |

hic W or, upon a at] Father, with whom is abundance of mercy, and from
age and extensive connéctions in this community, and’ {

=5 “Fo this verdict, I' am constrained
=~ careful revision of the whole proceed
- can “find 0o just or legal grounds of
GUILTY! How much, under the thril;
stances which cluster around the case, and
memories in the retros
port! The wilful, violent, malicious de
Lthe life of a fellow man—one in the midst
bright hopes, warm affections
making life a blessing to himn

We allude thus to the inju
ed, not fur the purpose of
pang in a heart alread
mind

to say, upon a
tngs, the Court

throng our

struction of
of life, with
, mutual attachments—
self and others..

ry that has been inflict-
creating an unnecessary
! y deeply lacerated ; but to re-
you of the irreparable wrong done to the victim
Pfyuur cruelty—in sheer Jjustice to him whose voice
13 Now hushed .in death, and.whose wrongs can be
only vindicated by the living action of the [aw.

exception. |
ng circum-|

pect, does this single word im-|

- L, therefore, at any moment; you~may e disposed
to Cymplain that your punishinent is too severe, or
auy murmuring word seeks utterapce from your lips
—think, oh think, of hin who was instantly deprived.
of life by your hand.” ) o
Remember that. you are to be cut down, not as he'
was, by unlawful violence, but by the hand of retrih. .
utive justice ;- and if you have any compunctious, vis-

+ itings of conscience, you will, perhaps, be led to ex-
claim, in bitter anguish, “I have sinned against iy
own soul—against heaven—my punishment is just—

i God be merciful to me a sinner !> . o R T
= God’graut-that your example may afford a solemn
- warmng to all, especidlly tothe young! - May it im-
' press deeply upon their minds the salutary lesson

(=

+ which'it'is 1ntended to teach—io0. guard against the|

indulgence of uuhallowed

and vindictive, passions ;

_to'resist temptation to any sordid, wicked purposé=—|
“a lesson-of , warning to heed the-voice of conseience, |

. and ebey the high dictates.of duty,while they iustinc-
. tively shrink with abhorrence from . the first thought
of assdiling the life of ‘another. *May they‘learn to
reverence the Divine law, as well as the laws of so-

Ciety,whichtare designed to: secure protection to its|
members, L e A :
 We forbear, from obvious‘considerelioqs;i adding
“such wards of advice to you, as we sometimes-deem
it and proper on otcasions lilce this.” It has common=
ly been. our province, on: occasions like - the- present;
. toaddressthe illiteraté and_degraded, whose early
" hife has been cast among the vicious, who have never

7. been blest with any means of moral aud religious in-
*|. 8truction, aud who have never réceived the benefit of’

4 cases, to add aword of advice,which m
- fidysspokeny®> and tend-to-good. . T -
- But, in a case like this, where all these circum-
. stances are reversed; no word ef ours.could be ‘more|
 efiicacious than what your own reflections will sug-
est. . ! ; g e o

: g ‘But we approach this sad, last duty, of pronounc-:
~' ing the sentence, which is indeed the voice of the law-
and notour own, in. giving utterance to-which, we
| cannot do it with feelings. of indifference, as = mere;|
Pﬁ’ formal act. God forbid that we should be prevented

| from indulging and expressing the-irrepressible feel-

ay be a ““word

«

N

e

taneously in our hearts,
dition to which crime has brought you 3

we have no present_words of consolario
t we do ear-

whoin, we. may all hope for pardon and peace.

. And now nothing remains but the solemn duty of|

pronouncing the sentence which-the law affixes to the

crime of murder, of which you stand convieted ;|
3 b

which sentence is, that you; John' W. Webster, be
removed from thig place ‘and detained in close cus-
tody, in the prison of this county, and_frorm thence
. taken, at such timne as the Executive -Government of
this Commonwealth shall, by their warrant, appoint,
. to the place of execution, and there be HUNG BY
{THE'NECK, UNTIL YOU ARE DEAD! And
: may God, in his infiite §

[ cultivated society. It has beén our practice, in such|{

l ings and interest; and compassion, which arise ‘spon-

| We docmost sincerely deplore the distressing con- |
s and though |
n and hopef

7

goodness, have mercy upon
" your soul! G e



