Yt each and all of these witnesses gwore to-a
ositiye-fact fasek to the prosecution. ; Each’ of .
-themssiwaye that Dr. ‘Parkmian was outside of the.
 Medical Gollege;after the time it was alleged he
wenbin. ¢ Not comment upon such testimony
particularly !” ¢ Is not-this equivalent to saying:
this testimony is entitled to' very little’ consxdera—
tion?

The Court proceeds «JpTall the testimony of
| Mrs. Hatch and others] is to be ¢compared with:
the proof onthe other side. ' ‘When such a great
event happens the whole community is thrown
! into & committee of inquisition, and a large num-

ber of lines of inquiry are msty.tuted 8 great
many-persons:are- found- t0-have seen-the ohject |
of the search. =1t became: known on Saturday.
evening that Dr. Parkman, a man known to'al-
most every body, had disappeared. The whole
| community were put upon their recollectxons,
| and would it bé strange if a great mundy should
| remembe¥ that they had seen h{l:,a‘.h;l yet have

been mistaken. Ifithey had notbeen mistaken, |

would not.others be" fmmd ‘when’gll were mtent
. who would testify’that they S ] - also. 'l‘lns
negatlve idence, it-is true, is concluﬁive in

itselfbu 1bgoestodestr ythep deqnce, :
‘for we can: hardly. conceive that- 1f ere had|

| been no mxsta.ke in those who. saw him %s to his

not
| collagted it the next day 21y

| The Court thus, by a course of rea.somng
| which the jury must have taken as a legal de-|

fence. “Tideny the soundness of the reasonmg,
it s 1llogwa1' it is illegal. "It is untrue that
the considerations. presented to_the: Court were
\| negative evidence which went ta destroy the posi-

tive evidence. It is untrue that five witnesses,
tesnfymg pomtlvely to-facts, are tq be dxsbehev-
‘ed, or discredited, because a- greater “numiber iy
not called to testlfy to the sam
creditable witnesses téstify that they saw-me
walking  in State street, from the Capitol to
‘Broadway, their testimony is not to be ‘shaken

the same time, testlfy tha,t they have
{ lection that. they saw me. 2
2 Perhaps I may be wrong in the WS here
presented, but' the cage is one of such thrilling’
interest as will necessarily cause the proceedings |
.on the trial to be closely serutinized; th'gx_ou_.ght

o E'e scrutlmzed and the honor of Massaclm—
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i duction, disposed of the testimony:for the de-

|identity or the time, a great many. others would |
' o have seen him, and would. not: ha.\'e rg-|

because one hundred persons, in State stleet a,t.
recol-
4

|




