taiily ‘worthy “of* considerati
lows upon®the” hirried " A
a vital pointy-without- any- ar|

/ing~ the' progress-of - a: misk Pprius’, trial. = Under
what: .influences-the :counsel. acted 1t is hard to:
#now. - Corrupt ones ought not to be suspects
ed nor imputed ; but can it be doubted that they
have failed either in inclination or ability toserves
faithfully their‘'own client? ‘If ‘the atmosphere of

Dr. Webster .that they had themselves inhaled its,
venom, they should have retired; but that conld
scarcely be so, for they affectéd a confident tone in
gpeaking of his guilt as improbable. If they were
restrained by the influences’ of association, they
are unworthy of the high gosts they are sometimes
called upon ‘to fill. ~1t1s-hard 10 imagine to what
cause 13 owing ‘so.grossa dereliction of duty. That
they knew, or believed him guilty, thsir friends
‘dare,.not- allege, else these gentlemen have assert:.,
hoods on trial: so choose which horn of the
.dilemma they may, until some’explanation comes,
they have earned themselves a name, not to. be for-
gottenj as the counsel who: defended. Dr, Webster,

“Contrast. this - conduct ~with the. professional
courge of some of jthe Philadelphia. lawyers, in,
cases less interesting. Charles Langfeldt, a felon
‘who had been but a few days from'the Penitentiary,
‘was acensed of the-murder of afemale under cir-
cumstances even more shocking than those attend-,
ng-the -alleged ‘homicide .of Dr. Parkman. A
. young woman had been murdered in her bed,.
_while her husband was sleeping by her side, in |
one of the most populous parts'of the city, without
‘any causé “of ‘provocation  whatever. -Circum-
stances Pginted unerringly to the murderer,;yet he
Hu ab) %geféﬁdéd"' by two gentlemen, (Messrs.

ichard Vaux' and" Joseph Lr'l&bn‘ghésd)( and to-
their-eternal credit be it said, that-while they used
1o fasnner of falsehood, their detence was eleva-
ted, impressive and earnest, though the stubbo
. ness: of the qvgagppe failed to make it convinecin
‘This wretched man had no wité nor young daugh-‘
“ters, educated or otherwise; he.
friendless, a yery Ishmaelite, with h
against- every/man, and every man’s h
him ; but he found lawyers ready

w
|

it |

| Bostoni was ‘8o ‘infected: with! prejudice- against |

eived: by the coms 8 el

ST : r—.;na'." -

roper. purpose of the law i:lﬁﬁahxed‘,, 3 Ger-
tain admmnistration . of ! ey, bul wheré't -
viction has been obtai thout proper mesns:to

avert it, it originates defenders and occasions doubts
| in the.: minds  of many, apd makes punishment |
ratlier an lﬂjﬂ\l;y than a benefit to the community.

1f. Doctor Webster had been convicted after’a
full, fair and impartial trial~—if he had had able and
willing counsel—if the presiding Judge had but
- afforded him that impartiality to which he was en-.
« titled, and had not attempted even. to deprive him
of the sheller of a good character, the community
would have aequiesced in the verdict, and his ex-

ample might have been a;warning, :
his, trial ‘will be hereafter regarded
of justice.. Hundreds, thousands; nay, hundreds of
thousands, are now. discussing the probability of {
i his:guilt, while  his - execution upon the gallows,
e e et o
. daysof Jeflreys and Scroggs, is
mory respected as that of .martyt,..q%
considered a sacrifice to timid counsel and anar
| trary judiciary. The punishment which has not
public approval, and which follows a trial that does
ot possess public confidence, had better bp._fore-
borne; its object is generally reversed,.and the p
judice the .crime would naturally create, is tra
ferred to those who use unjustifiable means for the
attainment of their endg.. . . T.,Qg%ﬁg 4
N For G AR B
- Messrs. Edz‘tane—-&amlmb&lgdmw~ the |
‘letter of ‘one of the Jurors to' a Beston:paper.  Al- |
low: me to-suggesty that; though thedntegrity .of the
| juryis:not questioned; the utter-error ‘and -perver-
" sion’of the whole proceeding: is evident from: the
| letter refeired to. The Juror: says—*‘Inow, come
to'the closing part ofthis momentous trial, - -When:
| the witnesses for the defence had given in their tes-
timony, and the counsel for!!.h;griﬂom annoupced
the évidenceron their part closed; a feeling.of pain
and and’anguish inust.nave come over the mind.of
! juror—¢What ! cam no more be saidy—no
done in behalf-of sthe unhappy;prisoner.! |
ence Oh. which

‘even in-a-case Wherethe universa
was louder against their client tha
Professor Weebster,. . ., . .
During the last: year, a young
forlorn and. destitute, whose hus|
was aecuged of murder ; a murde;
heart. - The Mayor ift)
. helpless, himself asked the aid
the'bar, -(Messrs., Henry M. "Phillips and Is
Hazlehurst), and these twolayyers,although doing
| buta of charity, left no

‘be accomplished for

C . "I"'mention: these things
‘i-and if a“new trial'could now-be af-:
‘Dr. Webster, he should have. the choice
i Bar, with their services wil-
Igdeed,ﬁ in a-city where 'nbhope
free from.excitement, perhaps

. yshﬁ&' wall o 's6nd elswhore for
counsel who'eould; and who would, have:exercised-
a sober and unprejudiced judgment.: What the re-
‘saltmight-have: beeni under such proper defence, it
‘ischard’to:tell ; but it. would. at_least have com-
mg\%ded r

vith fear

. tbegegli

lay forms of law

g undone thaf, in" s

ect, approval and acqui€scence. “4-- |1
legitimate object.of punishment? To

 isthint the-evidence—the’ only evid, R
we ‘are’ to base-our: verdm% of - Not: Guzlty L
Itis plain from this sthat:the: ji thed
ag:ms trial to-hea

proven gutlty:' “Fhe Common

thy Commtonwenlth must: prove:
\ ‘Friaono‘r’ must be acquitted; that
|-found rotito have beén'proven’ guilty
- this-city owns. a:!
‘before a. New. En|
‘countryman  charged - with
asteap ’in - church-—ine 'whichithe«State’s attorney’
s supposed-to-be insisting’ that the charge havin
r'i?eéhtma &, the prisoner must:prove-that he wa
“not guilty,”. Perhaipsi the: Websterjury gotitheir:

S ———



