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1 Wzns'rnn' Tmu..—-Report of  the case |
“of John 'W. Webster; by’ George Bemis,
.Esq., one of the'counsel in the case. “Boston,”
published bylthtle& Brown, ' <

-

This is & Iarge octavo volume, of 600 pa- |

ges; handsomely got out by -the publlshers,
for our copy of ‘which we are obliged to Judge
Merrmli, who 'was ‘senior counsel for Prof.
vWebsr.et. It supplies a, deficiency which.

“was felt to exrst for, nlthough the public were |

already mqrbssbssmnof various reports of this
_ trial, having different degrees of merit, froln
iz penny pamphlets up to'the respectablé’
publication of Phillips & Sampson, yet there,

. was ‘wanting a full, correct, and complete m- 4
port,with the revision ef sotne: legal gentlemdn 3

personally knowmg the events narrated, This
‘want is now supplied. 93;

“nected withthe cagé “‘In preparing this vol-
uine, which bears the “marks of’ great care,
" he has en_]oyed lfm ieueﬁts o'f.all preceding
Teports; together with' other advamages which |
‘formet compilers didnot have. In this report ||
we have, for : the first time, a correct publica-
ition of the arguments of  Messrs Merrick
and Sohier, those ‘gentlemen - never -having
‘aut.horlsed any other; the scharge of - Chqef
¥ ustlce Shaw, written out here 'with particu-
la.rlty 3% and a revrsed form of lhe concludmg
address of the . Attorney:: Geneml Mr Chf- -

“ford, Mr Bemis also informs the publw, ml

his"prefice; that ‘thé evidence ‘giyen *before
/the Jury, and occupying. a volume of itself,
'is here one quarter larger in compass, than
in -any former report:¢ Prof. W.ebsters ill-

fated speech to the” jury is, alse, here for ‘th

first time given,in full., Thg garious reader
will ﬁnd likewise, in this vqlug;e, a fac simile
‘of the tar famed “Civis lel:ter

trial ; the most remarkable, by far, that has
ever transpired in this country. ~A'"trial so
. intensely dramatic’ might well require a ju-
dicial epic, i’ we may 8o term this volume, to
cassign 1t a place in history by the side of the
most important. State Trials of Great Brit-
ain. ! :
}—The argument of the Attorney General oc-
| ‘cupies'seventy four pages;and though less pro-
| fessional and more discursive, perhaps, than

teur, it is high-toued, couneousl and able, . It

irequently eloquent.
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And in all
respects the volume dis what was desired as af
permanent, report of this most extraordmary 1

would accord with ghe taste of a legal ama- |

“béirs the marks of forensic elegance, and i is |

r Bemis, an aceur- |
ate and discriminatifig lswyer, himselt ‘con- |

: nmety—two ) pages. . We bave read it with tbe
more care; because of the cavils which were
{ ¥ indul ged in, at the time, by some few persons
who were dxssppomied with"the verdict of the
5 Witﬁa' different” verdxct,.];e _probably
“would have re(.grved ‘their ‘commendations.— |
' Bupposing that he engaged -in -the cause un- |
" der somie mlsconeeptlons ofthe ‘evidence—by
v{blch we mean, that the _evidence at the trial
exceeded, the testimony . oﬁ t.he same witness
es before the . Coroner’s quuest—~we -have
rend to ‘see how he bore up under the ‘terrible
*pressure.  Candor and justice demand thnt
-wwe should repeat, what we heard as the opin- |
jon_ of, all dlscrunumnng spectators nt the|
| “trial, ,~that hie gave to the prisoner all - that
mgenuity, argument, oreloquence‘could have
gwen. "His address is chaste, cleur, and jth-
presswe 'To sny that it i JS _pure, and model-
‘lxke.'professlounlly, would: be superﬂuous. Tt
ﬂ_prd not save:his'client ; for- two Treasons;; ﬁrst,
-he committed murder, und sesond ‘he commit-
‘ted, l}llur(lers up to the, mpnth ot' his execuhan,
‘but,rt did for him:all that skill and. argument
and*p&thos»could R
'At'the end’ of * the volume isg unnexad n
‘copy of a letter addressed to J Judge, Memck
by Prot. Webster, after all his, efforts to_ pro-
cure o .commutation ‘had falled a.nd he was
| thrown back upon ‘the: ‘reflections ot‘zms Jirre-.
'vocable doom: “In this he retracts whutever
of unkmdness he had mdulged in towards lns
counsel ;n lns ;speech - to the jury, . and beau
fall tesumony to their fidelity. + ¢ !
. The book is advertised by the booksellers

>

“ at tioo 'douara in cloth ‘and #wo dollars anda
half in‘law binding. It will undoubtedly
meet with .a large sale.
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