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It cannot now be questicned that prior to the addition of

\"-—_.

Article 11-A to the Constitution of the Etaté, the Legislatura ox-'

- ercised very wide juriﬂdiction over the City.  This question wes

diacuased_phoroughly in the case bf Punphrey vs. Baltimofe; 47 ¥d.,
-145 at 151: -

"The appellee is a public runicipal corporation,
{ts existence is recognized by the Cénstitution, Article
11, which contains provisicns for its government, but 1t.
{8 not exempt from the control of the Lepislature. Sec-
tion 9 of that article declares that it 'shall not be so
construed, or taken as to make the political corporation
of Baltimore, independent of, or free from the control
which the General Asseribly of Maryland has over all such
corporations in the State." . = G ¥

Mot {8 the noture and extent of this control? A
public corporation is one that 1s createc for political
purposes with political powers to be exercised for purposes
connected with the public good in the administration of
ocivil government; an instrument of the government subject
to the control of the Legislature, and its members, officers
of the government for the administration of public good."
Regent's case 9 G. and J. 365, 379, and in the same case
(page 401) it is sald, "public corporations are to be gov-
erned according to the laws of the land, and the govern-
ment has the sole right as trustee of the public interest,
to inspect, repulate, control and direct the corporation,
1{ts funds and purchases. That is of the essence of a

“public corporation.” -

and again in Baoltimore vs. State, 15 Udf; 376 at 462:

Wrhat the City has certain rights, under the con--
stitution, none will deny, but so have the counties. Each
is a public territorial division of the State,_establiahed 2
for public purposes connected with the administration of
the government, possessing the character and endowed with
the powers of corporations, according to the lawas severally
applicable to then. | : - | ﬁ |

- su#They are mere instruments of government appointed
| to-aid in the administration of public affairs, and are parts
.~ . .of the State. As public corporations, they are to be gov=
erned according to the laws of the land, and are subject to
“the control of the Legislature,wuswsa’ ;

-Of,oouraQFthe'Logiplgture is limited in 1ts ﬁowang;§1pana'ldys
:‘-o'i'gﬂn'g to the City, 1n that s{mt} laws must bé quﬂari_{ v;i.thi_nl_ the

© 1imits of Logia'la‘?ion'ﬂll"é‘_ib? the comstitution. If the Aot in

e queat,ibn-'i"-'m' oon_f:not__rwlth thoOonatituﬁion.-i_t oén_n'bt be uph'_é;l:_d. |

| mhéTquolﬁion-éf 1tg'const1tutiona11t1_ias rq;aod in tho{agag of wbldh;

the State Board of
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-v'a_. co?gi_an,a _126 ud"._h , At p___igo _1_.;___- in ‘tha,t case
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