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File No. 27866
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Baltimore, February 12, 1920.

Hon. Howard Bryant, President,
lembers of the Hoard-of Estimates,
City ¥all, City.

<

Gentlemeﬁ:

I notice in the "Sun" of this A. I. that the Export and Im-
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port Board of Trade ere planning to contest in Court the rights of
the Board of Estimates to fix a franchise or ¥inor Privilege charge

~on reclaim land to the bulkhead line.

jf__Judrinr from the article, the Board of Trade nust be of the
opinion that a franchise charge 1s fixed on all land under water,
deeded to the owner of‘ the fast rround 1nrrte(iiatf~iy'ndjacent. This
poaition. ag far as I am aware, hes nover been taken by the Board
of Estimates. The Board has held that the Patepsco River, and its
tributaries, are the same as sny public thorouﬁhfntﬁ bn dry land; such

as public streets; and that they have a Piﬁht to control the bulke-

head ond filling-in of same, out to the bulkhead 1line established by

the National Government, and all sections of the harbor where the
abutting property owner only contvola the riparian rights.
As you, know, the Nationnl Government changes the pier head
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and bulkhead lines, through the War Department, from time to time,

and their oontrol and interest is only fobﬁ?he‘pu“poae of keeping open
_.all navigable waters of the United qtatpa for ﬂav Department rupposea,l

and as a jury4'act1ng 1ndependent of City, State, or States in cases 1

where navigablo waters are the border between them, .80 that the Ne tinn-il
al Government's 1nterest will not be jeo;mrdized.

"~ The Board of Trade certainly cannot expect the L1ty to pormit
individuala to meke. fast dand, by aimply constructing a bulkhead and
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filltng 1n.aam£, thereby controlling proporty which would at least

: -be worth 3'1 000 an acre, for their ovm prlvate pnrpoaea, witheut pay-
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1ng for the privilego they enjoy.
QJ; At thia point, I 1m13ht add thnt-e never . charge §¢'per aquaro
. | Tha frahnhiae or ﬁinor Privilogol chargpl
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