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(5 aoknowledge your communication of the 7th inst., asking my

official raling on a matter of the power and juriadiction of the City

Service Commission relating to the examination, certification and ap=

proval of the official payrolls of the various departments of the munloi-i
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pal oorporation. The facts, as set out in your lettor, which give rise |

to the inqu!.ry, may be thus summarized:

A group of payrolls reoontly prepared by yqurfdepartment re-
quired  the overlapping of salgriea as existing at the end of December,
1926, and as increased by the Board of Estimafes and the City Council
beginning with January 1, 1927, Those payrolla were submitted to the

City'aerviog Commission and were roturnéd marked "Approved as to name
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and clasaification only". In that connection you lnquiro the power of

the City Service Oommiaaion.towmake this nntry, and what actlon you

should take in connection thereg;th, That 1a tho first inquiry.

The second inquiry may be thus stated: The printed forms for

1

!* tha payrolls bear an entry for approval of the City Service Commiasion.
"You ask if, considering the power of the Commission, thia entry for ap-

l proval:mny‘be changed to a oortifioation. Both or the inquiries requir&i

A oonaideration of those sections of tha Baltimore Gity Charter, as now
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exlating,rnelating to the City .Service COmmiaaion. In view of the very
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clear language of these seotiona, I have no.dirficulty answering the

questions involved.

The Oommission, of . oaurse, is ono of linited authorlty._ E;th!n
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1ts pouorn, rooognitionmmuat_bo ncoordod t0r1ta_aota, but 1t cannot ex-

eo&d gpe oxpresa powers aonrerred by law, . Its rulea,'Whidh.it 10 au-
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e thot'izod to prouulgato, mst be aubjoct to the pr-ovinions horoin con-
tained to oarry out the proviaiom of thu mb-divuion of tho chnrt-,or"
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Aocordingly, thou rules onmnot oxond tho express pourn grentod to tho__ '
an;\ aov_zgo Omiui.on. : On the oont‘nry, they must be strictly con-




