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_ATTENTION OF MR, PHILLIPS

You have requested an opinion from this office regarding the ri;ht of

the United States of Amerioa to oondemn and olose Custom Hnuu Llloy, and porhap: &

S
portion of La-bard Street. . :
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] did edvise you that the reocent condemmation proeeedings, inltuuﬁd
by the United Ctttol of America, to acquire property situated between Water and bo-bcrdf

Streets, do not ine lude any part of Custom House Alley, but that the Mayor and City

1- Cowmbsil of Baltimore was made a party to the proceedings solely because of its tax lionqi
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againet the pr_oporthi to be ocondemned.
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The right of olinnt domain may be exeroised by the lhitod ltnn with-

i

1n tny state, if %0 suthorised by an Aot of Congress, and lt such Aot prﬂuu that tluE

lttto shall rolmquuh jurisdiotion over that property, by an mppropruto act of the

ouh'l owmn legislature. Artiole 96, Seotion 31, of the Public Gemeral Lnl of
hryhnd, givu the consent of the State of Inryhnd to tho nquiutlw hy the lhi“d

States of ml'lu of any land in this state roqulnd for any purposes of thc United
e

States Gwornhnt. The quu“ﬂ‘on, therefore, is nol.ly mthor the eonttituﬂon u:d
ltstutory provhimn are. uﬂ'toint to nuthortu speoifically tho tnkln; of property

already Mntod to a pubno use. -
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1 have foud lmnl duiuul ntoh lwn dlrut burln; on thie

point. The case of United States LD :mnon, 30 Fed. supplo-nt. 372, aroee from tho

oonﬂmuum or '3 potﬂon of the Court House green of the Town of Donton. hrylué.

ror B put orrlu. t-o oitisens or Denton, ineluding tln nuu Jud‘n of tbo otuult
outﬂdod tht dulo tb tlftod lnu- Constitution, md Lruolo 00, lnuoa 31, of the
Gomnl A.uodlrol lnryhnd, give full pclu to tbo tnited ltnu to condemn prlnu

&
chl-i 000“0‘ ﬂl“ tho Unised tutn d' muu has the ﬂ;ht “ nlut nlhl for

pr.pu-ty, ﬂny do uot give the pﬂur %0 md- proprtr nlmdy in. publh uee. Mn

ito buillh;o. Ihhh ars nlrndy in publio use, if 1% lou not ut arbitnrﬂy or dth
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