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~ Honoradble C. Lyman Schueler
- Chairwmen, Rules Committee
City Council of Baltimore
City Hall |
Baltimore - 2, Maryland

AN\
Dear Mr. Schueler:

i -

In réupcnu to your inquiry of May S, 1954, wvherein you request a
' '-vritten opinion as to the authority of a Council Committee in requesting information

from a Department 'hgad in any matters concerning his department, please be advised as

#

\
\
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Section 22.0f the Baltimore City Charter provides:
N

"22. CITY COURSIL - PRIVILEGE OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. The
heads of depar&entg, municipal officers not embraced in

a department, commissions and boards shall appear before
the City Council {f %lt.ﬁ by & majority vote of its

members and at other times shall have the privilege of the
floor of the City Council at ites meetings, and shall be
entitled to panticipate in the diescussion of matters relating
'to their respective departments, offices, commissions or
boards, but shall have no vote. In the case of a comaission
or board, the President or Chairman thereof, or a member
thereof designated from time to time in vriting for that
purpose by the President or2Chairman, lel_be entitled to
the privilege provided for in this section.

-

rom & mlﬂng of the foregoing section it would appear sandatory upon
e Departwent Head to appear before the City Council 1f ;eq:uted by a majority of
its members. As a n;tural cmneqﬁ?nco o; compulsory appearance any City Depeartment
ﬁud thus summoned should ,I by virtue of the office he holds ‘and by virtue of the

responsibility, pover and authority of the City Council, ansver a].:l questione in any

vay rolit.ing to matters concerning his department.

‘=

' .
Independently of an absolute ca-pu_llory_obligatim upon a Department

. e | & :_
Head to appear vho'n gsummoned in tccordanc_é vith the section Just cited, o#l.'d-erly‘ ndn_i .|
{atration of the City's affairs dictates that any Department Head aé_ould appear vhen ™ *

requested by a Council conitie_b, and frenkly and fully discuss matters concerning

“his department.

Ii {s fundamental that the Coimél_l cannot peass oxjdtpgntcl contrary to .

cw povers nliod in nantmt Heads, Wor, ‘4t should be borne in mind that
the Council can b} -r..omt_ton {nitiate charter mn-mhtgu cm the
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