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File No., 103809

Mr. Philip Darling, Director
Department of Planning
Room 400 Municipal Building -
-Baltimore 2, Maryland

Dear Mr. Darling:

This is in answer to ybur letter of January 13, 1961

in which you raise three questions with respect to voting procedures
of the Planning Commission.

5 —

Your first question is whether or not there is any

requirement as to the number of commissioners who must be present

at a meeting in order to constitute a quorus for the conduct of
business. Sections 103 through 133, inclusive, of the Charter and

Public Local Laws of Baltimore City (1049 ed.), which relate tb the
Department of Planning, do not specify the number of members

necessary to constitute a quorum. In fact, with the exception

cortain specific type of uottou. the sections are silent with

respect to the number of votes necessary to carry a particular action.

The general rule is that where the law creating a- 4&

parttoular board or agoney is silent with respect to the number of

=

members necessary to constitute a quorum, a majority of the member-
ship is sufficient for that purpose. See Roberts "Rules of Order
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_loviuod Bdition, Sec. 64; lﬂdllitn! "Municipal Cerporations," 3rd ed.,
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A_. you know, your Board, under Section 103, is

i - - .

comprised ot nine uﬂnrl. throo of whom are l-bor. ox otuoio.
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ﬁ __priulocu, uolmluc tEo ruht to voto ‘possessed hy other members.
—[loboru. "Rules ot Ordor." rouud od‘:ltiép. Sec., 01 Therefore,

&

V.
VIR

] ||.1' 1

Mgt | ] i
*"'.. 5 5I|
-y i ".'ll-‘ [ M
& r'.l J. L]

i
Ll

=
- - ~ L
=

jith tbo ompuon of . thou muou 'Moh will bo rotorrod to

—

horuuttcr ’ vuﬂh rmtro ho votc ot n -muu 'n-lnr ot nulnu

-

l-

- =

of th_o oo-uuu. we believe that a njoﬂty of tho -ubor-n’ is

—
- - =

-rﬂﬂolnt"to oo_ut:ltuto a qnom for tho conduct o.t' tbo Oo-“non'l

- - = -

a L

¥

.1.' II'
. | _
‘ﬂ;. Da Mgt A T Mgy by 0

!




