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(continued)

Mr. Howard C. Beck, Jr., City Auditor

- The question presented concerns only the propriety of the retention
. 0f 10% of the appearance fees by the sheriff. This retention is
presumably a collection fee charged by tho -hcrift to the attorneys

who enter their appoarnncol.

Because of an amendment to the Constitution of the

State of laryl;nd (lrticlo 4, S8ection 44), the sheriff must nov
account to the Treasurer of Baltimore City for all fees and finos
qg}loctod by his off;co. and the City is rolpoﬂoiblo-tor the

operating expenses of the Sheriff's Office. Prior to that cdhltltu-

tional ulond-ont,'tho Sheriff's Office was accountable to the State

- Treasurer's Office.

During the ti-i when the Sheriff's Office of
Baltimore City vas accountnblo to the. State Tronsurcr. the State

co-ptrqllgr requested an opinion of the Attornoy General's Office
on'tho-pruotico of the Register of Wills of Baltimore Clti retain-

ing 10% of the appearance fees of attorneys for his personal benefit.

The opinion rendered in response to that request was d;tod October
15, 1936, and is reported in 21=0;An0.‘5§4. In ltid.opinion; the
Attorney General advised the State Comptroller that it had been the
univoroii practice in all the courts of Baltimore 01t;_?3r the
clerks of tio cbutfc to—ritain ldi.ot all ippoﬁrahoo-ftos. that such
practice had been followed for at least 25 years and i;ﬁ received
tho tacit approval ot- the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City. '-Lnothor
25 youl have now puud and thoro hu boon no clnn;o to dnto in that

—— = -

pr:otic.. e

| ; ~ The cttod opinion of the Attornoy*ﬂonortl states {p
ooaonoo that tho quontion -of - the lo(ality of. the doduction ot 10%
of apponrtnco toc-by tho various olorka of the court- is l.lltt0f
bot'oon the olortn nnd tho ltvyorl"ho ontor their nppo.ranoon.

_Thio orfioofeolani 1: tli oplﬁion ot tho Axtornoy General herein-

ubou rotorr“ to ud. thorotero ‘advises .tg.t the _lho_rut'e Office
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