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PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY article of the constitution discloses the re-|reform claim to have the rightto call a con-|ple for that purpose whe'never, nnder alljin which such convention shall be consti-

BY E. WELLS, JR. & G. W. HODGES, srictions at once. T_hey find inserted in vention nl:ffﬂlttgﬂleﬁ frmr! the people 7 clfcumstances, it may be deemed advisable|tuted. This power they have not only as
the one what was omitted in the other.—| If the right is an unalienable right it can|by them—provided the convention shall be!the law-making power, but as the copstitu-

There 1S .nnl!ring in any part nf the bill‘ of{ no more be lransrferred by the pen_p]e to a constituted in such a manner as to secure;tion-making power of the Siate. The whole
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. rights which is repugnant to this provision|convention than it can be to the Legislature.| 1o all the cotinties of the State precisely the|people are bound by the laws and consti-

For one year, if paid within six months,cec.$1 50| of (he copstitution. The convention which|A convention composed nfﬂny number less|same priviieges and rights of representation tution, and must be S0, In the nature of
s “°  if not paid unt_ilend ofthe year,2 00/ made the constitution was not prohibited |than the whole. or a majority of the whole|as are now é[liuye:] bslhem in the General lhings,underall forms of government found-
Single copies 61 cents. by any article of the bill of rights from im-|people, would be a body of delegated pow- Assembly. And the ;m{]ersigne{l will now ed upon the social compact. If this be so
AbverTisemENTs.—§1 per square for three inser-| POSINg such a restriction upon the people. ers only ; and if the right to form a new or proceed 1o state some of the reasons which |then all conventions, which are but portion;

tions—14 lines of small type or 16 of large type| Tfiey had the undoubted right, not only tojabolish an old government is a right unali-\ have induced them to recommend such an|of the same people, are equally bound. If

to constitute a square—25 cegts fcv‘r'ev‘cry_subsl:iprea‘CI_'ibe_ the mode in which changes to _thieienablie in the people, no such right can be alteration in the constitution at the present the entire mass of the people are pot ex-
quent insertion. [f'the number of insertions constitution should be made, but to pmhlbnj iranslerred by them to any such convention. [ iime.
|

: L empt from allegiance to the laws and con-
not marked on the advertisement it will be pub- : 1 W) : et _ _ ' npt ) 1d
lished until forbid, and charged accordingly. A all other modes, and having done so, un-| The advocates of cons entionalreform, there-|  Questions connected with a change in|stitution they can confer no such exemption

Bt : - : ; 5 ; . “h v aa
liberal deduction made to those who advertise by less amendments are made restoring to the!tore, cannot fail 1o discover that such argu-|the organic law are at all times apt to be- upon their delegates In convention. The

; - - i L o
the year. people that which they have parted with,ments have a lendency to defeat, if they are|come of so exciting a character as to en-|same may be said of the basis of represen-
Communications addressed to this office must be|hs pr:wisiml of the constitution will con-|not enlirel_v suicidal to their own f}b_]E(‘l:-‘g gﬂntler the severest contentions among lhnse!lhliﬂﬂ and of the general powers and duties

post paid. linue to be binding on them to the latest!and the undersigned will have reason to|who come within the range of their influ-of such a convention. If these are limited
i p——————— e =R T NSRRI S T —, :
ganic or fundamen-

generations. e congratulate themselves, if none more for-lepces. But more particularly is this apt to|and prescribed by the or
REPORT But it is said by those who advocate the| midable shall be presented to their conside-|be the case when the spirit of party be-{tal law, which brings such a convention
Of Messrs. B({WIE and DEI.LI,?WGI?qu?'Om righl of the pen_;}le lo change their form of]ration. icomes mlngled with them, and assmhes alInto heing, the organic law so limiting and
the Commitleec on the Constitulion. government at will, that the right itself is . The undersigned yield their most unqna-[pmminen: control over the feelings ar:(!;preslf:ribing becomes in this respect t‘_:z law
The undersigned, a minority of the com- |inherent and unalienable, and that the |1en-{In‘ired assent to that great and fundz_mlenlalgpassinng_ It would be infinitely better for of its being, and it can be controlled by
miltee on the Ct)llstimlion, to which was plﬁ could not, 1f lheyr Wﬁuld, have parledi‘prm{:lple of the Bill of Righls, which dﬁ-,lhe pn'u]ic interest if such queslinns were| none other. The umlersigned h;_w:;:., Ii;eré-
y In supposing, that

referred various orders and resolutions of {with it. The undersigned are at a loss to|clares, “that all government, of right, origi-|but seldom acitated. But It seems to the fore, felt no difficult
the House of Delegates, and the several bills |[know from whence this political axiom, loinates from the people, is founded in com- lm(]efﬁigﬂﬁ'l] to be of equal, if not of para- the General Assembly may regulate the ba-
reported to the House suggesting and pro-{the extent contended for, is derived. It| pact only, and instituted solely for the good| mount importance, that, when such ques-|s1s ol representation in the convention, and
posing cettain amendments to the Constitu- certainly finds no support either in the bill|of the whole.” By this, we underﬁslaqd, tions are raised, and the public mind has|otherwise so restrict its action as to make
tion and Form of Government, beg leave to|of rights or the constitution. ‘the framers of our Government to maintain, become inflamed with reference to them,| it In all respects acceptable 1o every nortion

EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS.

submit the following Report : It is only “when the ends of government M Opposition to the theory of the divine|some effort should be made to produce a{of the State. If the undersigned entertaiy-

For twelve vears past the question of|gre perverted, and the public liberty mmn-i“g}” ffﬁfﬂgS, on which the monarchical |condition of repose and quiel more cnm-‘ﬂd any doubts upon this slibje

\ cty they have
amending and reforming the constitution, in festly endangered, and all other means of governments of the old t_vnrld are based, patible with the happiness and prosperity |lound abundant means of beh;g re},lieved
some mode or other, has been agitated by [7odress are hinP[f('ctuaZ.,” that the bill of that the people are the rlghtﬁil‘snur(‘:e of of the people. The undersigned would be|lrom them, by reference to the constitutions
the people of the State; and, in the Opinion | rights recognizes the right of the people to/ power; and that all government is derived. happy if they believed they had it in their|ol many of the States of the Union, in which
of the undersigned, that question will Coll=ireform the old or establish a new gmem-;ﬁ'“ms and founded on, their consent. : BUl; power to say, that no such dislraciing and restrictions and limitations of a similgr cha-
tinue to be an elﬂilil]g lopic 0f discussmn ment, HE‘I‘E lhe I'ighl. IS clearly ﬂESEl‘lE(l 1o when governiment has once been ESlabIIShEl]‘(lislurbing e]emems were at w{}rk :unnng:l'af'-lﬂl' {9 111038 I'ErEI'l‘Bd O are fﬂu: {] 1O be
until some settled and definite course is be a qualified right.  And so far from main-|by the people, with their consent, and in!the people of their own beloved State.,1mposed on the conventions autaorized to
adopted by the Legislature of the State, laining the right 1o change or alter at will|€Xecution of the compact, the undersignediThey have watched with more than ordi-|be called for their amendment—resiriclions
which my be considered as indieating al(o pe a rightat all times inherent in the l,eﬂ_flbel constrained to believe, that the framers nary anxiety the movements within the last|not only as to the basis of representation,
permanent and established policy, likely to ple, it denies all right to reform the old or|©f _lhaE sacred instrument meant also to|two years, which have been made by the but in some of them upon the general pow-
meet 7ith general acquiescence on the Partiestablish a new government, except under|Maintain, that such government, when form- people in various portions of the State, upon|ers of the convention in reference to sub-
of 1/ people. The two grext political par- circumstances of oppression which would|€ds is binding on the people to the remotest | the subject of Conventional Reform, and in|jects of particular interest io the people.
tiesOf the State are now disvided in opImion, | he destructive of public liberty. When these|2enerations, until changed or altered in the the opinion of the undersigned these mnve-gThey reler more particularly to the consti-

asd-ley have Litherto been, as to the best circumstances occur the righl hegius but not mode prescribed by the Form of Govern- ments furnish the strongest indication of anflllliﬂﬂﬁ‘ of the Siates of Kt*munfcy, Tennes-

sent Constitution. The one party insisting

the instincts of our nature—a richt of revo-!from its original uses, and wholly destruc-| mode of amending the constitution. ”hv}Ncw Hampshire, all of which contain re-
that as th? constitution now stands no a- lution. founded upon the first OFZII the laws|Uve of the ends for which it was instituted. undersigned deem it wholly unnecessary to strictions as to the basis of re presentation g
mendments or alterations can be made, ex- of nature—the law of self-protection. This| The article of the bill of rights now un-|enquire how far these manifestations of and o the constitutions of Ohio, lndiana,
cept by two successive acts of the General right of revolution belongs to the body|der review, has reference more immediately | popular sentiment have had their origiu In| s, and of most of the non-slayel:old-
Asembly, in the mode provided by the fil- politic, just as the right of self-defence does|to the rghts and power of the people in the|any well settled convictions, that reform is/ing States in which restrictions are imposed
‘tyninth article. The other parly main-|tq he body natural. They are rights only|eriginal formation of government, than it necessary for the public good, or hat the on _:he_ power to introduce slavery within
to be used to prevent the destruction of]has to the eflect and binding force of gov-|presant constitution has failed to secure to their s, |
other political or natural rights, as the case{ernment on them when established. But|the people the just rights to which they are] In view of these precedentss the under-

t-‘l.

J taning that the people, in the sovreignty of
thé: power as a concentrated mass, have )
th/ lu}lerem rlght to abolish the old and 1o may be, and can onlv exist when the Neces-4ll Da-qaee—wttTtine ryment can the un-—'enlille}i._ _They refer to them s"rnpl}';. a;’ﬁ;‘;'!:f’fil have not hesitaied o recommend
esablish a new cons:iuiion Qr'ﬁ}[m.p[gqv— Syt enorcict thoum oxims, It vy Imhberent der5|gned d:scm'er the least justiﬁcati:gn fmﬁh:ﬁlﬁrﬁ of fu(’:l., calculated n ihf*iz!-{fh’f:s to | such rest

esnment, irrespect'ife of the limitations anc and unalienable righlﬁa this right of revolu- the {}ﬂf‘t!‘iﬁﬁs now topenly mainlained, that awaken reﬂeclinns of the gravesi impﬁrl,; thoriz: d to be cailed f“r_‘»‘ ihe p:‘npr}se[] L

rictions upoi the eonvention ay-

restrictions, if there be any such, to be found | (jon is meant, under the circumstances al-ithe people in the uncontrolled power of and to teach the importance of an attentive mendment of the constitution of Marv]and
in the constitution of the State. - luded to, the undersigned feel no disposi-i thetr might have the unlimited right to al-|and early consideration of the results tolas will disarm it of those terrors which
The undersigned fully concur in all that tion to controvert the proposition; but to|ter and abolish governments of their own|which they may lead. It cannot fail to at- have hitherto been ascribed to It, and ren-
_bas been said on this subject by the majo- any greater extent they cannot go. formation whenever it may please them to|tract the notice of those who are at all| der 1t more likely to meet with the saneii
: wﬁ&;?dlhe committee, in the report which In connection with this subject the un-{do so. The undersigned submit that such! careful to observe, that a great and power- of the people in all portions of the State
.%m:! have submitted to this Hcuse. That dersigned beg leave to remark, that the bill principles are fraught with the most disas-!ful party In the State are united almost to al It would seem to be too clear to admit
| hﬂeml Assembly have power to make/| ¢ rights no where speaks of the inherent or|trous consequences to human liberty itself,|man in advocating ithe principle of reform!of a reasonable doubt, that if the Leuvisla-
all ﬁd.u{y'dletatinns in the consttution unalienable rights of the people. It con-{and if carried to their practical results mus[}by a convention of the penl'}le, whatever|ture, in the exercise of the {:nn:-_-'m:__:'*ia;;;:
Whteiﬁe peq!e may desire, and that, with- tains no definition-of those rights, and we necessarily end in the destruction of all|differences may exist among ithem In cer-!lliiilii!l;f power, 1s competent to [unit or re-
out a chge of that inslrument, reform, by are therefore ﬂb“ged to look elsewhere to good government, and ﬁnally in the estab-|tain sections of the State, as to the details| strict the conventton which it may provide,
means of a convention of the people, would |know what is meant by the use of such|lishment of anarchy and despotism. of its organization. And while another for the purpose of making ' ’
be in violation of its express provisions, as| erms. The government of Maryland is a gov-|greal party are equally united in their pa- regard to questions of the bacis of repre-
well as repugnant to its whole spirit, the T'he Declaration of Independence places|ernment founded in compact—not a com-| triotic efforts to arrest the progress of prin-fﬁenmiml and the like, it is also competent
undersigned entertain IIO__dOllbt. The lan- among unalienable righls i-li['e.‘ libert};’ and pact betwgen the people and the conven- ciples which [hey deem to be subversive of for the Lﬂgiifnllll'e 3] im{mse anly ¢>1Irerju.~;-::
guage of the ﬁfty-nimh article 1s too clear the pursuit of happiness;” and asserts, that! tion which framed i[, or be[ween the people the pllblic gDOd, it has occurred to the m:-!au(l reasonable ]i:},lilu[it):i I‘:plmﬂii;ﬂ powers,
to admit of a doubt. It is “That this form the people in the exercisg of these rights,/and the Legislature, but a compact by and|dersigned, as not being entirely without the|and particularly upon its mode of organi-
of government,and the declaration of rights, “whenever any form of government becgmes?amnng the people themselves—one with range of human probability, that sooner or|zation, which may ve called for by a due
and no part thereofshall be altered, chang- destructive of these ends, have the right to the other—all with each, and each with all;|later we may be called on 1o witness the|regard to the public iuterest. Impressed
ed or abolished, unless a bill so io alter, alter or abolish it, and to institute a new by which they have agreed for the good of|triumph of those who are the advocates of| with these convictions the undersioned pro-
change or abalish the same shall pass the governmenl.” The unalienable rights herer[he wlinle,’ not m]]:; 0o be bﬁlmd, but to re-/a convention without limitation or restric—'PUSe that the Ci}lli't‘lllit}il wiien caljed :lf*.;;;i
General Assembly.” These words contain spoken of, are “life, liberty, and the pursuit| main bound, so long as the original ends of tion, and who, regardless of the local and | be formed into 1wo bodies—an upper aud a
not only an express grant of power to the of happiness,’” not the rig:ht to abolish the|the - compact are preserved. A compact|sectional interests guaranteed and secured|lower House. The lower House to consist
General Assembly, but they are also words|ld and to form a new government. As in/Which protects the weak against the strong,|by the present constitution, under the broad|of the same number of Delecates as now
of negation, expressly interdicting all other|he bill of rights, so in the Declaration of|the rights of minorities against the en-|banner of popular rights and popular priu-i-;'f‘mnpﬂse the House of Delegates, to be elect-
modes of amendment. It is no answer to Independence, this right in the people lo| croachments of majorities—and secures to leges, may break down all that is vulual:le:iﬂl in the same manner and proporitous as
this view to say, that the words are to belalter or abolish an old, and to institute a each and the whole all the privileges and{and dear to the other and less populous|they are now chosen to that vody 5 and the
construed with reference to and in connec- new government, 15 alleged to exist only|rights contemplated by it. The constitu-|{portions of the Siate. !f in the heedless|upper House to consist of one from each
tion with the forty-second article of the bill whe;lhe ends ofgmfeanent are perverlezl!liml and the bill of rights are the fruits of| career of party or sectional iealousies such|-county and city of Baltimore, to be chosen
of rights. It is admitted that they ought toland the public liberty endangered. The|this compact, and counstitutes the basis on|resuits shall take place, we may have occa-|In the same manner as the members of the
be so construed, and then what benefit can right itself, intlepem]eﬂllv of these eircum-|which it now rests. cion to take blame to ourselves and to re-|Senate are now elected. This organization
the advocates of conventional reform derive stances, is not claimed at all, much less is| - They contain provisions by which a|gret, when it will be too late for remedy./seems to the undersigned to be entirely un-
from such a construction. The forty-second | ;, claiamed as an unulienahle‘righl. It is,change or alteration in the form of covern-|that we did not apply the necessary and exceptionable, and in their opinion is re-
article of the bill of rights declares, “That only when the unalienable rights of “l/ife, ment can be made whenever a change is de-|timely preventives. quired by the same considerations of Wis-
this declaration of rights, or the form of liberly, and the pursuit of happiness” are|sired. These provisions ought to be ad- The undersigned believe that the presem!dm“ and policy which, under all govern-
government to be established by this con- impaired that it is claimed to have any ex-| hered to so long as they stand unrepealed.|tiine is quite s favorable as any that will| ™ents, have rendered it necessary to pro-
vention, or any part of either of them, ought istence whatever. The undersigned are un-| They are the fundamental law of the land. occur, for the adoption of some safe and vide Senat_orml checks upon the popular
not to be altered, Ckﬂ"gfd or abolished by|able to ascertain with any pref*isinn. what|and are therefore binding with the force of salutary plan by means of which, should a oranch of the _legislulire departments of
the Legislature of this State, but in such Is meant by those who maintain that the|law, upon the whole people of the State, majorify of the representatives of the peo_‘gm'emmenl. If such checks have been

manner as this convention sliall prescribe right of the people to alter and amend the|and upon each one of them. The under- ple in the General Assembly deem it neces-| d€émed at all times essentizl and proper
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amendiments 1

and direct.” Now it is admitted that these constitution, and to form a new one, is an|sigued would regard a change of the con- sary or proper to call a convention, such|"POB the law-making power, the undersign-
words are restrictive only upon the Legis-| unalienable fighl,in the enjoyment of which|stitution, in any other mode than the one reform may be had as will comport with ed cannot see why they should not be
lature, and not upon the people. They they could not have restricted themselves.|provided for in that Instrument, as a viola-| (e interests of all sections of the State. €qually so when the fundamental or orga-
limit the legislative power alone, while they | If by unalienable is meant not capable of| lion of its own provisions, and, consequent- and secure to the people all the benefits 1o|M¢ 1aw 1s to be made, which controls and
are wholly silent upon all and every other|heine transferred or delegated, then the un-|ly, inoperative and void. A change of go-|pe expected from such just and reasonable regulates all others.

mode of change. But does it follow that dersrtrned would respectfully suggest, thai/vernment under such circumstances could amendments of the constitution as time or! 1D conclusion, the undersigned beg leave
the constitution itself, which does contain <1 Egvernll'lems SR B B e aak Tacied) Gl legitimate ; it would be but circumstances may seem to render necessa-| '© Present the following bill, which they
words of restriction upon the people, is ta| ] by the people, acting through agents of|usurpation at last, and would so continue ry or proper. be!ieveﬁ substantially embraces the views
be inoperative and vnid?: What the bill of their own selection, are formed in deroga-|until the end of time—never 1o be justified| ~ The undersigned have already attempted entertained by them. They present it to
rights omits the constitution supplies.— tion of this unalienable right, and therefore|upon any of those great and cardinal Prin-ito show that under the existing constitution| 0 tHouse and to the people of tlie State, in
There is no repugnance between them, and |, binding on the }}E(IPiE. The right to|ciples of civil liberty which sauctily revo-| o convention of the penpleulo amend or the.dlﬁcharge of what they conceive to be
therefore they may stand together, and the| (o, a new government necessarily includes|lutions and render usurpations just. alter any of its provisions, can be rightful-| their duty, under all the circumstances, and
provisions of each be gratified. So far from the right to pl O change the old, and if| But while the undersigned have so far(|y called. either by the Legislature or by|respectfully ask that jt may be considered.
the advocates of conventional reform being [ ihe one be an unalienable right, the other|agreed with the majority of the committee, the pen;;le tabsnccinns ' the power of a- LT'Homas F. Bowik,

35§i519d by this mode of construing the one| 5y be also. If this be so, then no gov- that the Legislature have under existing| mendment being exclusively confided to the H. WiLLiams DecLiverr.
with reference. to the other, 'lt acl_llglly' ernment can be formed at all, unless by the rlrcmnstmlues_ no constitutional power 1ojGeneral Assembl}f. To render such a con- AN ACT to alter and amend the Bl winihs ek,
proves the unsounduess of their position. people themselves, collected together in one|call a convention 1o form a new constitu- vention constitutional, is however within| of the Constitution. and Form of Government of
Take them separately and they may stand | greqy mass, acting without the intervention|tion, they have felt themselves constrained the power of the General Assembly, by an| the State of Maryland.

upon the forty-second article of the bill of | of agents or delegates. The undersigned|to differ from the majority as to the expe- amendment of the fifty-ninth article of the| SEcTION 1. Be if enacted by the General Assembly
rights, and say here at least are to be found would desire 10 know if these dnclrinez are|diency of so amending the fifty-ninth arti-{ existing constitution. of Maryland, That the fifty-ninth article of the Cop-

< i ki : _ greg stitution and F ; . ‘
no restrictions upon the people. But con-|i4 pe regarded as sound, upon what princi-|cle of the present constitution as to Pro=i The General Assembly have also the pow- s et o, s Chu

. : bk : : J _ Maryland, be and the same is hereby altered, chapg-
strue them together, and the fifty-ninth ple is it that the advocates of conventional| vide for the call of a convention of the P€O-(er in such amendment to prescribe the mode |ed, and amended, as follows, to wit : NS o




