e at one time; and at ano her joy succed
iy oy in quick suecemsion, that the period af

which Arthur Aston landed with his fair yoang
Bride in America, was nﬁf singular and al-

fost unexampled deprdssion even in that
nd of rapid vicissitudes gnd continaal fue-
shtions, Hundreds, nay thousands, who a
litde months before, had been rich in
'FEIT t".'!'l'lht'_',l' glfHJ:_L* Wereé now I‘l.!*t!lll:':ﬂ‘d to
more than ;_-,r,-n]_-.n_ml;ili'h poverty ; and I!IEH
ho, halfa year previously, would have lavish-
5a thouatinds of dollars on a picture, 'or onan
icle of furnitare, were now obliged to look
sflilly to' the expenditure of every dollur.
A faw dayemade it evident to Arthur that
j# ytopian dronms were unlikely to beg realiz-
M ; and a few wecks, of which every hour
@ spent in fruitless endeavors to obtain em-
! nt—-or what i8 calied by the ignorant
hti héartless rich men of great cities patron-
ge-—convinced him thet if he would not
tarve himself, and sec his sweet wife starve
before his fice; he must be content to descend |
8 u lower sphere than the ideal ; to apply his
ilents to some purpose less elevateg, nml_l
ke utilitarian, than the representation of
falr forms and glowing landscapes ; and to
xi hange his ardent aspirations for eternal
fme to the mere struggles for that daily
fredd ‘which s not given for the mere asking,
After a while, he was glad st a mere pit-
jcé to engage with a¢ard engraver, ona
Iy 80 Bnmﬁ, that, with the ¢lospst econd-!
By, it wufficed barely to procnre the mere
Boadaaries of life for the young couple
S they were happy and conten, awd
ateful to the Giver of all good ; and  each’
pther they folind that amplitude of | _orfect
48 which the world giveth not, nor can take
_”E.]', During the summer montha, and the
lelicious autamn time, that loveliest sensum
' America, they struggled on, still ha Py,
ghearful, and foll of hope ; and many a plea- |
t'walk by the calm river's side, when the
fay’s toil was over, brought back to the mind
iphe young bride the happy time when the
Bt love of her fond heart was won by the
ey banks of that small, brimful, English
ory which, flowing through the loveliest of
pdland’s lovely landscapes, had soothed her
RNt éars to sleep on her lost mother’s
p8om ; and banished by the grateful recol-
Betion all thoughts ‘ufmrr.- OT present sorrow,
in the fulthess of Smsi happiness,
L4 Jittle longer, and cold weoter came ; and
- * it sickpess and fresh sorrow, The keen,
preing cold of Amerien, added to want, and
Efering

grm of the yoong girl, and silently and un.
0r mjningij’ ghe wasted day by day; and
ghe hoctie flush crept over her pale cheek,
gnd ‘the wmnataral brightness of the eye,
wrakened drend suspicions of the presence of
gt fiend, which ever preys upon the loveliest
eivd the best.
i’ Then, tocomplete the ruin, Arthur's em-
loyer fiiled--and failed, too, indebted to
he wretched man in abpve one half of his
josit ‘misersble three months pittance; no
however small, of which, was there a

p of ever more recovering ; and, yet worse,

F 80 base o nature was the bankruptey, that

pspicion, against all persons who had been

{
!
NE created a sort of secret prejadice, if not |
F ) any wise coonected, even as sufferers, |

h the dishonest artizan’s afinirs,

’ 4 oot édploymeit was at an end--his
weh s was in sogie sort belighted-—he was
(Fompl ely, hopeléialy destitute-—his wife
n. ¢! Could any man he more wretch-
E. 08 more sternly tempted !
“Yét he had etrive h‘l?:z\ll{l aguinst fortune
S=yeot he had borné up manfully, and with =
ohibe #nd theerful heartagainst the spite
destiny-—and she, that delicate, frail com-
irter, had ‘eyer smiled most brilliantly, and
pken most kopefully, when metters looked
e darkest. Still it was all in vaip-—every
ioall ornamept, every dear relic of better
nys, long flown, had been pawned dr sold to
iy medicines vr bréau; and now, fur two
ong days, there had boan nothing left tosell
xcept the cly ‘eagh wore upon their per-
Ft b l.hmw failed them, us
véry jut hread had failed them long

y, for % ' I'*a'irﬂmrhm! been a beg-

<= i

7 T a—— Smlmgg&!tﬂ
X ;i d ur_-;. pod ' I "n “
% for o smaliewt pit had E'Ollh'

$09 GAMSEY his.own 1 profession

Ii btain no work, Eﬂ had no skill in

Fhandicraft; no stre to dig.

i 'n " That dﬁ,fﬂgg‘ﬂﬂlﬁmﬂ.hﬂm beg-
rd for bread ;he had met contumely, insult,
sockery-—<but po compassion ; nt length, as

Blary-

was rélurning home hopeless

o - - 4 - " .H ] I 3
Noman, standing at the door ofe Wretched
. . es strucl with' fhe’ miget)

ad Tarnishod Jook df the gohappy men, syt
et St ' Mg

A T g e B P — o |

Ifl and ﬁ_nrmw. gmaote the frail, delicate |

- His wretched means were all syyept away |

om——

5 -had carried home &8 a rich pnze, and
thrust them into his hand with a tearful eye
and a few kind words, and refusing all thanks,
shot the door m his face when he would
have returned them.

Five minutés before that, the richest man |

in the city, whose antograph signature he
had engraved not- a week before ona plate
for m visiting card, had denounced him for
drunken dog, and bid him work, or go to the

' alms-houss, |

Alas! that it should sb often be the poor|
who feel the imost compassion for those poor-
er yet, and stint themselves of their own
wretched sustenance Lo ministér to the wants
of their brethren, while the rich are coatempt:
uous, and hard, and naughty !

This night as he sat alone, all these things
rushed at once in a torrent over his soul---
his wretchedness-—his struggles—his despair
—and she—she dying ! —dying of want, when

srhape a few paltry dollars might preserve
l::ar. Then he thought of the rich man, and
his brow was heavily cantracted, and his hand
clenched, and his teeth grinded together, as
he thought of the supercilious sneer and eru-
el taunting laugh with which he had listened
and replied to his plainly delivered tale of
BOTIOW,

Then in an jastant, as if by an electrical
impulse;the autograph flashed on his nund,
and at the same point of time, the name of
the bank wherein the rich man kept his large
deposits, occurred to him-—at any other time
he could not have recollected it perhaps, had
it been to save his life, He had once carmied
a check thither for his employer, who kept
his account in the same iustitution---then he
remembered that he had seen a blank check
of the same bank in his own drawer the day
before---nay he remembered even the wzrdy
nook of the drawer wherein it lay concealed,
and the chance by which it had got there.

Thought suggested thought with the speed
of light, and almost before the first idea of
sin was mooted in his agitated mind, the plan
was matured, the plot half executed.

The rich man’s sneer and cruel wo-d, had
changed the innocent and honorable sufferer
into the knave and felon.

The blaok check was filled up with rare

akill, the haughty merchunt's autograph was l

appended ; no eye could have detected the

| imposture, 8o bnlliantly was the deceit exe-

cuted ; no, not the eye of the man himself,
whose signature was counterfeited.
for & smaull sum ; a very small sum ; for even

solute necessaries of existence,

The sneer and bitter taunt had turned his
life blood to gall; had changed the whole
tenar of his thoughts frem right to, wrong, in
a homent-~aya! in the twinkling of an Eiyu.

He looked-—so completely bad passion led
him astray--upon hie intended crume not
mere|y as a deed justified by circumstances,

| but as one in itsell’ almost praiweworthy--—-as
| sort of moral retribution—a licensed spoil- |

ing of the Egyptinn—and taking vengeance
ia kind on the oppressor:

He was, in fact, for the time, and on that
subject, insane, Men willsay, * What's ina
word #* Often times, | reply, *felony, mur-
der, madness

He nctoally kneit down and prayed when
his forgery was completed ; and then, with-
out undressing, laid himself down beside his

sleeping brido, and after lying awake for l!iﬂﬁd his strength,
e

little space, anticipating with a strange sense
of satsfaction, the certainty of having food

and medical attendance for bis Ellinor to--

morrew, he too sunk into s deepslumber, and
awoke not until the sun was high in theclear
and frosty heavens,

garments, and performed his ablutions with
assiduony care ; and that done, without, break-
ing his fast, after bending down for a mément,
and imprinting « light kisq on her Pale brow,
hé left the “qu:ﬂhﬂa chamber, bent on his
evil errand® 'S

An hotir later he might have beén seen
walking among the busy crowds that thronz-
ed the mart of that proud eity, townrd oneof
the chief banks, but with a step that faltered,
either from weakmead or irresolution. His
face waa ghastly vand his whele frame
shivered betwpen the effécts of mervousness
and cold, and ‘attimes he' almost staggered
in his gait, so'worn was be, and wested by
fierce famine, and yet more fierce excitement.

Seyeral of the bystanders gnzed at him
earnestly, so strange and snd was his appear-
ance ; gl one or two whe were passing pous-
ed in their haste to stare at him, but having

stared t'.hﬂir fill, they went their way silent | g

| s .
gud ptem oy o

marble steps ling fhe votaries of Mammon

\p 10, the gre ﬁlﬁ b hour worshiy

!
Then he rose up, brushed his thread-bare |

built in thatcodntry to'the Eivihg Gol
a8 he paused at the base of the ascent, two
men énme down from the door in eamest
conversation.

One---Arthur's- eye recognised him at a
glance---was the young, burly, heartiéss mer-
chant, whose sneer on the preceding night
had almost maddened him ; whose simulated
check he was about to offer at the ecounter.
His gtalwart frame was wrapped in o perlisse
of wadded broadeloth, triumed with rich sa-
bles; & well contented smile played over his
thiok sensual )ips, which, as he passed-the
slarying ariist, utiered with pleasant empha-
dhiok b,
white as snow, smalltwinkling eyes as bright
a8 stare on & frosty night, a broad, hale, rud-
dy faee, from every line and dimple of which |
smiled out bepevolence and 1 will toward |
men. His dress was plain, lﬁ::gh well made |
and of excellent materials ; and notwithstand-
ing the keenness of the wintry wmorning, he |
wWore no upper garment over the old-fashion- |
ed blue coat, closely buttoned to his chin
He had no need of surtout or wrapper-—that
gay-henrted good good old man—there was
warmth enough in every thought and feeling |
of hie kindly soul, to render his body proofl to
nll the cold of Siberia.

His eye fell on the face of Arthur as Im|
pasaed, scanned all his features for a second |
or two, with quick and decisive intelligence; |
and then, as if satisfied, he stopped short, an,.
said in a loud cheery tone,

¢ What's all this—what's all this, my poor |
fellow ? You look like a sober bonest man,
and you are cold and hungry, | am sure— |
what is the matter? are you sick? Upon my |
life and woul'—he added quickly as Arthu:|
turned yet paler at the sound of kindly we+'3,
while his brain reeled, and hstheart beat 10
quick that his breath seemed to fail him,
and that he would have fallen but for the pe-
destal of a tall marble column—*Upon my
life and soul, I believe the man is po.shing
with hunger—what a shame !---what a shame !
—in the centre of oar rich cnmmunit‘f y

‘Pghaw ! pshaw! Mr, Brotherton,

the other—* your tender heast is always lead-
ing you astray. Heis a wretched drunken
vagabond, who begged of me last night in
the street; but I knew too mueh, [ can tell

It was ]}‘ﬂﬂ, to give him money to spend im the grog

ome along—come along. | cannot

in sin and deceit this honorable point yet re- | Waste my time here.’

peined to the sinner, that he would owe noth- | o
ng tor his fraud but the merest and mo#t ab- Nobody wants you.

‘Then go away ! pméwered the other—
I shall stay here with
this poor fellow ; he is_no more drunk than
you are—it is wrete wretched-
nesa !-—Alss | That there should be so much
of it in this world, Come cheer vp--—cheer
IIF. ¥ou look better now. 1 will take care
of yoi. " Now stand awa
he weént on—-for a erowd began to gather---
‘ Nothing at all remarkable—nothing to stare
at, [ assure jnu-—uniz a poor mck man, Call
m-u_lc-.h,? good bo ,-illffm?mthuu it
—we shall 9o very well naw,

And in « moment, as thé vehicle drew up
to the side of the trottoiry "he helped Arthur

Aston in with his o¥n hand, and stepping
‘mimbly in beside him, desired the man to
‘drive rapidly to his own home.

nce there, a little food and » glass
of wine restored the fsculties of the young
man, as it were, mi ovgly—nor, a8 he re-
id Hiliﬁl.rl., which had

en unlocked instantly by the first cheery
tones of the old man, close again stub-
bornly, or h 1
consc ienc%nud of<better hts, unspring-
ing fromithe seed sown by the first kind word,
Al nis sorrows—all his sufferings---and
his fist medilated sin—were soon recounted
to the friendly listener, nor did a few tears
flow froin'the eyes of either during the pit-
eéous tale. Tt needed dot & long time to
prove the truth of the recital, and—that once
proved— Arthur nor Ellinor had any reasom

more to blame thaspite of fortune:

By that judicious patronthe young man's |

talents wore employed, - pot after-
wards the glowing and harg us offspringr

of his teeming fancy were ' seen decorsting:
the walls of Lfa fong rich man's stately man-
sion. The giddy teain ot fashion crowded
the artist’s studio, and, it was a fn-

vor by the fairest and the proudest of the land,
to be permitted to bear off a picwire from his

- His besutiful ygung wife's disarder, which
had arisen fiom waot, only, ind b ills of
Bnl. i FoTe, R .':' o
L i o ,HI bind, Abd the more
nial days which thenealgeth dawned upon
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The other was a hale old man, with hrir as &
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e hii® Th
o bear—they lived happy, and fond of mak
ing others happy-—honoured of men, a
rl!‘ll we may judge, acceptible to the
Hi was their way of life, L

t Arthur never from the day when the

i) Their s

., 2ood man saved him, ceased to remembe
/7 how much of
J how much of

good there had been to him—
or evil there may be to

7 /7 every man—-in the most trivial word that

falls fmlsl the lips of heedless and indifferert
speakers, .
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caraful

p .
flowers, A saoldier, decorated with”
croases and medals, is the nnz mbabits
this dwelling} it-is be-who |
lers the wooden arm-ehaiv where Sat Petec
the Great, the piide stool on which he used
kneel in his hours of devolion, the boat” he

Rt Poturs’ T atd. |

est r abode, in'truth, contrasts vividly
i grent mecollections associated wi

thought that this

it
feol some emotion a

es of | . empire
One sy, in Augdst of 1719, Peter ;g”‘h
ith two offhig officers, one “of them
the other much advenced in

}"E'I.I'.-. :

T right hand of the' Czar rested ‘famil-
arly on the shoulder o m
he called by the pame of Wiadimir. This
youth had 1w different circomstances apd on
severn}ocoasions, giwen proofs of so excelent
a mind, and so rare a eoura _
stowed opop him no small e of his cogli-
dence and affection, The elder offiger, aa
Stepans, m::n:nu of those lul:‘diﬂl who ha,

rown ge er armor, without tal@nt or in,
e He had risen by slow and llh‘-":

to thy rank of captain, dod noar-
ished feelings of it towdrde
all whose |

tunate enough to be: we b
course he envied and ‘Wiadinsnr,
he could not pardon, for at

major of the regiment of Preol

the Caar
evening he

t was the nature of
either in a ‘humor
pensive to gloom ;

usually. cheerful. " Even bis mughmm

seemed & revery of delight, and was
rupted by bursts of hilaricy.

y conversation with his officers, he .

dubious light, drew
uniforin, a
the mim a oy
long an

It would be impossible for
to cegpeive a face more
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¢, that Peter hes

Aftersome live-

ching a|
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. the pocket 1.
in which was framed
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LD De
fn the ful tide- 46 s, &
ot the reserve that he

on the E:jwt. Sud-
deply going up toe Wiadmir, and vesehing _
the miniature towards him, he asked: .. , ™ -

ipfi, Peter for once

" bad hitherto maintai
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* What think you of this face, my young , |

friend ?*

At the sight of it the young mas started
hng;n;ntuﬁunﬁ ;]:I.l Mastering his
B a dea anead,
mI;.;itll;ia:n!‘:,r iw-.aru:, by o powerful effort, be -

| r:.-gll_ad ‘with mb:ing lipa :

it is gharming. |

The Czar did nt vbeerve his evident
tion, bat SpEpans fixed his eyes upon him
with an eXpression of mali Joy. He re=
X in & few mo-,

aking slowly and in & calm voige, |
sure, sire,’ |
It iy well) : :
The Czar said not § word foore; bat, lift |
ing up the wooden cheir befure him, be |
on the floor with such wviclence, .
leg# were broken in Then fastening
the buckle of his belt, he wrapped himself in

u-.l.lﬂﬂllll.ﬂu‘l'..' :

The sight of Ladmilla’s picture in the hands
was a_terrible reveltion to|
Wiadmiz, This young girl was his beloved
~his betrothéd, whom he was soon'to call

his wedded wife. He now remembered pev-
uu';inh g gy P to conviee -

hiin of her unworthiness, The anxiety, appar
eatly causcloss, which sho had shown duri
same of his last visits ; her ombarrassed o

in our days 18] >
proudly as that of 81, Paul in
e Ay

118
ped not till he bad arrived

Among ‘the
this ,

| _apbn him., . “ﬂcl'

At length recoveri Bis Cowe
imir took u sest. i
anhisfown ; bup
‘updledidiid ' wipe Rltering apll full of]
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and his face wans over-,
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