I.\.l:.-_L

= b - -
T iy et - i
& X - ol 2
- r ¥ - -
-y ",- -
B e X R
-t * El -. ; -
& ] i | ’

I o o ] . gy _.."': l'; i b } - '
T - £ L 3 .d- ! ? *.r w # r ‘-r. T :
5 B AN 'E** ;. F‘g .r..'?.\‘?.'
] kil & - -.- § k A 2 - e . B

Vo O,

N T

ML A T

7 " Li i = \

.i‘;'ldl‘“l%h!‘- : :-1';, {ﬁ“%-‘%.t' ! r: \.L 3 h'_ ,-'-"-"1; I-L

Lt o 18 T4 t"‘"},’ ﬁ{’L": A0 he ) Ay i
" .:r" deni @ o

R R L (T e i § _"_' iy
:I%jf'mﬂgﬁﬁi,i% el 8 T R e £ Sl
= il i S R Ol .
1H'l# .'rl !'Ilﬂ'i-—ll -:‘ .‘? i e o T "M o F . ‘h
i ; T =

i

hL, s B r
T - oL ty i '} - V
5 B EIER S e LA S T Rad. A
| i Hl L A MR L 5, L

=
] - VT ey . £ g ’

. ol sl % =1 ke o PRt e
i - -1 e 419 Y fhhe

=

b Pl o omy L, TR = . bk
b i % I W . -q AN S
: e e e i '"_I YU R -G N S0 ety %N
T v 3 L P e L e | i  PRL O a "f;-'- ¥ W e, Wl
r S N I e i T B A g e TP g |

L ]
]
- 'r,.- ".
o ' ey
§ ol 1 -' i 4
» { %
i 8 T L i o b »
: ; = o et ] gy
et el R s - -.a--...r.- - e l e s B menr s b AeabiE -;_,.'\_..t_ld-\'l_-
L] S g . e Mg
iy = ™ -
- . L |

; Tl gl e 1_"‘.-:- L% v e gy e ---'I-"i""-' .‘

m%ﬁﬁﬁhﬁmﬂtmﬂ e

; N
. A e T s T LA =" TS t =
AT AR T R AT
AR g N

o u
.q"d..- s -

P e e L

._
ot oy N M AT O L S 7

-

R L el s

" - .
g - iyt

— o e T i oo mm e, B BT S T
A - L - LA
T R e 1
jl = T - 2]

" a o ull

~ I :
I-I-*‘ri-q.-..n- -,’.- . o S

e il ]
L
- ol o
-
prr ]
g
Bt ] g e
S g .
P A v

* " - =
- e i
im i -
Al e i P ST
: "
- L2 Fif
" . 3 3 R s ol s
. - : - -

-----

11111

L]

% FI'H,"h. ;‘ . R T !"'","E-. ',.".:I "!--T -

Tic

"
.-:l“:"l' J '
wa AL

g e MY SR

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE POOR.

120

This encouraging truth, together with the fact, that the chances of
relief diminish nearly in a geometrica! ratio with the period of dura-
tion of the attack, shows the importance of an early apphication for

medical aid, and cannot be too generally known.* ‘
However, although time so rapidly diminishes the chances of reco-

very, and the difficulties of restoring reason, when once dethroned are
very great, requiring all the curative means suggested by science to
benevolence—yet the recorded instances of restoration in cases iong
pronounced incurable are sufficient to prevent us from despairing in
any instance, unless organic change of the bramn have occurred. *“ A
case is stated by Pinel, of alady who had been maniacal for twenty-
five years, suddenly recovering her reason.” _,

Satisfied of the easy curability of insanity if attended to early, of
the important aid to be derived from medicm:al means, assisted by a
moral treatment, and an intellectual discipline judiciously directed by
capable and devoted attendants—it becomes a point ol anxious enqui-
ry in every public receptacle of the insane—** what pr0port|?n-of
insane patients aie restored to the full possession of their reason :” and
« what proportion are amended or relieved in cases where an entire
restoration to reason has not been accomplished ” If the results of

experience in the treatment of insanity during past years in this insti-
tution had been distinctly reported, we are sure, that the data supplied
would only corroborate the statements in other sections of our coun-
try, where it has been proved, that few or no instances of recovery
occur to cheer us among the many subjected to confinement and idle-
ness, and to all the unfavorable, irritating and provoking influences of
the ¢ coercive system”—which is so happily calculated to develope
“ the mind’s various and extensive capabilities of pain.” The insane
mind not recognising the justice or necessity of it, feels with morbid
distinctness any form of personal restraint, and in the absence of oc-
cupation or amusement to relieve the irksomeness of conhnement, 1t
grows unhappy, discontented and restless ; unless soothed, its unfavor-

able influence is manifested by functional disorder ; sleep and appetite
are banished, the illusions are aggravated, the idea of outrage, ndig-
nity and privation engrosses the mind, till lashed into fury, its ravings

only cease with physical exhaustion. L e Vi
¢ To him whose miad is alienated, a prison is a toi .. »»d withm

its walls he must suffer as one who awakes to life in the solitude of

the grave. Existence and the capacity of pain are alone left him.
From every source of pleasure and contentment he is violently se-
quesiered. Every former habit is abruptly broken off. He is alike

*#« The ratio of curahility of cases, which have existed less than three months, is nine
in ten; and eight and a balf in ten when it has existed under twelve months; on the
other hand of three hundred and eightnm cases, which had fallen under the care of Sir
William Ellis, at the York West Riding Asylum, and which had existed fropl. one to
thirty years, only twenty-six were cured. M. Esquirol, one of tl_lc greatest living au-
thorities on the subject of insanity, has asserted, that after the diseasc has passed the
third year of duration, the probability of cure is scarcely more than one in thirty.
Such, too, have been the general influences deduced from the results of the several
admirable insane establishments of our own country.”’—See second Appeal to the people

of Pennsylvaunia, page 21.
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removed from all the occupations of health, and from those delicate
acceptable attentions so soothing in sickness. The monotony of his
confined apartment, the uninvited companionship of those who neither
pity nor soothe him, the unavoidable recurrence of causes of annoy-
ance and provocation, are but too well calculated to derange the vital
functions of the body, and thus aggravate the derangement of his mind.
On every side is raised up an insurmountable barrier against his reco-
very. Cut oft from the charties of lite, endued with quick sensibilities
to pain, and perpetually stung by aunoyances, which, though individu-
ally small, rise by constant accumulation to agonies almost beyond the
power of mortal sufferance ; if his exiled mind in its devious wander-
ings ever approach the light by which it was once cheered and direct-
ed, it sees every thing unwelcoming, every thing repulsive and hostile,
and is driven away nto returnless banishment.

From the absence of suitable institutions among us, the insane have
been visited with a heavier doom than that inflicted upon the volun-
tary contemners of the law. They have been condemned as no cri-
minal ever was condemned, and have suffered as no criminal ever has
suffered. The code by which they have been judged, denounces
against them the penalties due only to crime, while it is unmitigated
by any of those merciful provisions, which, in our penal code attem-
per justice with humanity. Even when a criminal stands convicted
of perpetrating the most atrocious crime, the benignity of the law ac-
companies him to the solitude where he is to expiate his offence. He
18 not only comfortably clad and warmed, and fed at the expensé of
the state which inflicts his punishment, but he is supplied with the
means of moral renovation, and when those proofs of penitence and
reformation are given, which it is in his own power to furnish, the
laws relent and authorize the remission of his sentence. But though
the insane have been made fellow prisoners with the criminal, they
have suffered, if not from the privation of every comfort for the body,
at least from the absence of every solace for the mind. Yet why
should a man be treated even as a criminal, who, by universal consent
18 Incapable of crime? We understand what is signified by retribu-
tions for guilt, but to speak of retributions for insanity, does violence
to every feeling of humanity and dictate of conscience. Yet this
wretched class of our fellow beings whose only offence is what others
justly regard as amongst the direst of calamities—as incapable of
moral guilt as unhappily they are of moral consolation, have been re-
garded by our laws as though they were rather the objects of ven-
geance than of commiseration. And were a system now to be devised,
whose express object it should be to drive every victim of insanity
beyond the limits of hope, it would scarcely be within the power of
a perverse ingenuity to suggest one more infallible than that, which,
for so many years has been in practical operation amongst us. That
system could advance one paramount claim to preference. Its expe-
riments have been numerous, and have scarcely ever failed in render-
ing the most favorable cases of insanity incurable. This practice re-
acts upon the community by which it is sanctioned. To say nothing
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