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0 BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD REPORT

\Vll(‘ll l{ii]tilnﬂu- A . : ~ "
| dll communicate w . ’
with equal certaintv. at a shor 22 t with St. Louis and New Orieane
jtal cetfainly, at a shorter distance, and at less cost than attend
- - & | 'l‘iil I,iii

the 1ntercourse from the same points with Philadelphia, New York
iy 4 UK OF

Boston, she may then and not before hnlw successfully to contend witl
W &' b : » . . 4 - 4 5 , _ }
those cities for the western trade. ‘Then and not before the capital
- - el !

and cnterprise now inactive, or which mav have sought more favored

points may bhe expected to return: then her wharves may be lined
with foreign ships and steamers, and she may become the mart fl'“ftr
extensive domestic and foreign trade. : e
: In !Eu' proportion 1n which the extension of the Baltimore and Ohio
1;111‘ Road shall add to 1];(* resources and advance the prosperity of
‘h;tltllnrrrv,_;:'l the people in every part of the State of Marvland are
interested 1n 1ts vigorous prosecution: nor can the Hllﬂ'l’l](”n.[’.]{‘]-fin.ilr1
the \'Ei]ll{‘ of pr:}pm‘ty, and the full relief from the pre,ﬂ:m hulrthlvn *
:;:ml]l“i;“:.;:,h}l;:lm],];:,:,|Ej.::‘:]l. expected from the enterprise, be realised

T'he successful operation of finished rail roads judiciously located
and economically managed between desirable points, is satisfactorily
established by experience both in the United Slat(‘s,am{ 1N ll-‘u.rn "
and that a rail road from Baltimore to the Ohio river, (‘Omp;f»}wln:!;
th'¢~ most important intercourse between the various parts of the Union
will not be denied. While the considerations which in a public point
ol view, warranted the original enterprise, have lost none of their im.
portance, the board venture the opinion that the capabilities of the
work, and the claims it prefers to the public favor are already fulls
established. Wholly and pecuhiarly calculated to improve the tr.u;;~
and augment the wealth of every part of the State, they must m,-mz--:.;i
to regard 1t as one of chief m;tgnilm!t'. ‘ e

ll- 1s neither designed nor calculated to transfer the resources of any
portion of the State to rival markets : on the contrary, I't‘?if‘llillz_"'f;,lt'
heart of the whole trade west of Baltimore, terminating within the limits
of .\l::r}'la‘mfI' and immediately connected with the city upon which he
commercial importance of the State is dependent, it is entitled to be
come !l“.l peculiar object of the public favor and support. It 1s not to
be disguised that many portions of the State, already heavily taxed fo
1111: maintenance of public credit, have little or no interest in ant
public work beyond what they incidentally derive from the prosperity ‘J
the commercial emporinmn ; and if the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road
can mn any sense be deemed a rival of anv other enterprise, 1t ean
only be from its tendency to concentrate in the Marvland nmrimt the
resources which by different channels would be diverted to othe:
cities,

Already, in its unfinished state, it has imparted a new impulse to
the trade and capital of the city of Baltimore. In the first year of its
extension, after little more than ten months operation from Cumber-
land ; subject to the rivalries of the works of other states at reduced
rates of transportation, and without aid from the Washington road, it
has earned a nett revenue of four per cent upon the mpita] employed
and had 1t been extended, would have needed no greater amount of
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rade at prices which might have been charged without inconvenience
10 nave earnedq at ](’ﬂSt seven per cent, |

Fully impressed with the necessity of making every exertion for the
further prosecution of the work, it is a source of regret that, from n'.lmu.'%
btr} ond their L‘FOMI‘HI, the board have been unable during the }m:-.ﬂ[ \'l‘E;II*
to adopt any efhcient measures for that purpose, '.l"lu,:ﬁ.*lmrlt'r of the
company both in Maryland and Virginia, by its original terms. is per-
petual ; but, without additional legislation. the board had no lll:lilltb"il\'
fter the 4th of July last, to n(_‘(rn'p}' any greater extent of the tvrri'tu;_';
of tll!rtir state for the extension of the road. Although the ].t:ﬂ'i#lzllﬁrv
of Virgima adjourned without removing this obstacle, the board have
reason to believe that at the ensuing session an apphication for that
purpose will be more successful, i

In Maryland, the* Legislature allowed a farther pertod of twenty
years; but at the same time incorporated the permission in the law

ithorising a sale of the public works. and in such manner as that,
'1':]"=~‘~ Y}ll“ Sliilt*1b~'- ilth'I’t‘Hl ill ”it* \‘u*!lx‘. ?*-i:l‘-!i]if l!t‘ &f'?ti‘ Ii.t' ..liTlll‘IiH'
ld not be exercised. :
'he board would not be unwiliing to co-operate with the Legislature
ny equitable disposition of the State’s interest in the rail r:nl com-

y: @as a means of lessening the public debt, and to that extent

‘ing some immediate relief to the people from the burthen of tax-

By the terms of the late law, however, there were ¢rounds to ap-
rehend that the period of twenty years would operate as a limitation,
upon the completion of the work only, but upon the duration of
the charter ; and that, notwithstanding the guarantee of a perpetual
nnuity of $30,000 from the Washington road, the State would also
ntitled to receive, in addition, one-fifth of the gross receipts from
assengers passing over the road to and from the city of Annapolis.
nder these circumstances, if in other respects it had been unobjec-
\ble, the board did not feel warranted in recommending the law to

e ac f’*i‘!tﬂllt‘t' HI‘ Ilu,‘ h[iil"-\'l”illt'!\. H

From these causes the board have been constrained to limit their
neasures for the extension of the road, to further reconnoissances of

country west of Cumberland through the State of Vireinia. in
‘he well-founded belief that in that direction, should it lwv:_:mo ’:'uJ—

sable to seek 1t, a better and cheaper route to the Ohio river may
¢ obtained.

Lhey also look forward with confidence to more auspicious legisla-
on in both States during the ensuing winter : and it is their imt:miun
n that event, in the same spirtt which has animated them in the past,

0 take such measures, as with the resources adverted to in the last
nnual report, may enable them to recommence the prosecution of
the work committed to their management.
By order of the Board,
LOUIS McLLANE, President.
Office of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Co., )

Oclober 612, 1813, \
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