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The monthly average for 1848 was
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From this exhibit, taken from the annual re
‘ _ .L ports, the decreas
from 1843 to 1853 is 126, 5-12, and this too in t,he face of as

increased population, duriug that period, of more than 50 000
Supposing the population of Baltimore in 1843 to haye ’beer;
135,000, (which was about the number of inhabitants at that time, )
the pauperism at that time would appear to be about one to tw
hundf_ed and ninety-one inhabitants: and supposing the population
in 1853 to have been 185,000, and it will be seen that pauperism

was as one to five hundred and forty-nine. This will exhibit a pro-
portionate diminution of forty-seven per cent.

Is this gratifying exhibit the result of the increased prosperity of
Baltimore, or ot an improvement in the habits of the people, or of
the two causes combined? The facility for securing employment,

the undersigned believe, has had but little to do in the matter. If
lnsanlt}f ﬂnd 1"'];!'\!"11" ara avalnndad ¢ 2 Sacid
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of the admissions of residents of Baltimore, have been those of
intemperate habits, and of constitutions broken down by dissolute-
ness. Admitting this theory, it is conclusive that intemperance has
been on the decrease for several years among the poorer class of the
community., This moral reformation may be attributed partly to
the diffusion of education, and partly to the examples and precepts
of good men and good women in our midst. The work shop and
the road side evidence this reform, and in the fruits of the same

the patriot and the philanthopist may find abundant cause for re-
joicing.

INSANITY.

The attention of the authonties of the city and county, has been fre-
quently called to the condition of the Insane department. The male
portion of that class of inmates is but miserably accommodated. For

building the trustees have

want of the necessary capacity in the
been obliged, for years, to make use of the cells for the accommo-

dation of the insane males. These apartments are gloomy and

uncomfortable, and the cures of that horrid disease are consequently
rare.

It 1s not the purpose of the trustees to invite at
priations for the construction of the proper apartments for the in-
sane, because the Act of the Legislature of Maryland, of 1852-3,
provides for a dissolution of the joint ownership of the city and
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county 1n the property, to take place in five years from the passage
of the act. Hence those who may be charged with the manage-
ment of the Institution during the time specified, must, as far as
may be possible, be content to be afflicted with the sight which has
for years aroused every impulse of humanity, and been to them the
avenue of mortification and embarresment. Were it not for the
peculiar condition of the partnership in the Institution, that depart-
ment would constitute a reflection upon the character of the owner-
ship, which would require an age of the wmost liberal benevolence
Emd charity to erase from the history of Baltimore city and county.
I'he evil would, however, have been remedied ere this, but that it
could not have been expected that the county should pay half the
expense of constructing a proper building for the insane when she
has so small a proportion of insane inmates; nor would it have
been expedient for the city to have erected the same at her own : AT S
expense, when in the event of a division of the property, one-half
of sald building would have inured to the county. This constitutes
the only apology for the seeming outrage upon humanity evidenced, N
too fully, in the condition of the poor creatures who complain not '
of their sufferings in the eloquence of speech, but whose muteness
and stolidity appeal stronger than tongue can appeal to every senti-
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ment nf tha haawt that Alaniit . 4l g KT

SoTASt VWA UL Mbuie waay wigaincoy wiC sildinail  race. Yy ucil a sepera-
tion takes place, as contemplated by the act of Maryland referred
to, there will be left no excuse whatever, either for the city or coun-
ty for a neglect to make ample provisions for that most unfortunate
of all conditions which afflict humanity. It is confidently believed,
that,:when the period for seperation arrives, (which none should
desire to proerastinate,) the proper remedy will be applied for this
state of things by the city and county respectively, unless the State
of Maryland actuated by a sense of justice towards helpless 1nsan-
ity, should adopt the necessary means for taking care of the in-
sane, and thus render any action by the former unnecessary. The _
subject is reviewed by the excellent resident physicians of the i S
Alms-house, Doctors Donaldson and White—in the appendix to R ' '
this report, and your attention to the same is respectfully invoked.
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Notwithstanding the want of amplitude in the building for the | SR
comfortable accommodation of the inmates, there has been no A |
epidemic of a malignant character introduced into the Institution,
or any which had its origin there, but on the contrary, the year

as been one of marked exemption from epidemics of every char- -
acter. 'This most agreeable result is in the main attributable to the B :

skill and attention of the distinguished physicians, and the meri-

torious resident students of the Institution whose devoted atten- | | * |
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