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MAYOR’'S MESSAGE.
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Mavor’s Orrice, Crry HauL,
Baltimore, January 12, 1864, \
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To the Honorable the Members of the
First and Second Branches of the City Council.
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(ENTLEMEN :—
The time has again arrived when it becomes my duty to place

before you a review of the affairs of the city for the past year.

The Capital of the Union is the point the eiiemies of the Mgk
Government have the greatest desire to possess. The 1mme- i f*’*
diate proximity of our city, occupying as it does a position di- Al e e
rectly in the rear of the Capital, and the point at which the
Rebels have concluded that we are most vulnerable, as their
trequent invasions have proved, two of the most sanguinary
conflicts of the war, first at Antietam and then at Gettysburg,
having been fought in our immediate neighborhood. In the
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oy f " 1ottvsbure invasion a disciplined army of one hundred thousand A :__=;_f'f bs
& 2E P (rettysburg invasion P y _

gl s i b i men had almost entirely surrounded us, and destroyed every rail B L e
LTS GrR R road outlet except one. Under all these trying circumstances R s Sl

we found our citizens impressed with but one sentiment, a deter- - 3 St _': &
mined resolve to adhere to the Union and defend the city to the Fi S

last. Cities more remote from the scene of conflict, and en- g R
tirely free from any possibility of rebel invasion, have been . <
| * 18 dreadfully convulsed by internal strife and divided sentiment. Tt ol s
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