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¢ountry was at {take.

him forward, that he might add to his experience and
native fortitude.
that ill-fated commander having paid by his death the
tribute ef his rathnel§; his army dilpirited by defeat,
and flying before an enemy fluthed with viftory ;

Waithington in that perilous moment,

L)

him his firft companions in arms, and refcued out of

the jaws of death the remains of the vanquifthed bat-
tallions, He did more: he ftood in the front of dan-
ger, and every where oppofing him{elf to the merci-
lefs favages, ready to burft as a dark cloud, fraught
with the thunderbolts of heaven, on a terrified land,

‘.

he averted the ftorm, and reftored to his trembling
counitry the ferenity 6f hope, and peace.

The theatre of war was tranfported afterwards
to diftant provinces of America. Then the fame all.
wile Providence, which had inured him to danger,
prepared him for the toils of government, and the im-
portant duty of fuperintending, in his riper years,
the political adminiltration of a preat and widely ex.
tended people. His fervices in the field had won the
eonfidence of his fellow citizens ; they committed to
his vigilance and integrity their higheft interefls in
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their legifiative aflembly. In this fchool he perfeéted
. o > .. .. _ .. . s ks :

himieli 1n the knowledge of mankind: he obferved
the contentions of parties, the artifices and confliéts

of human paflions: he faw the neceflity of curbing
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thém hy fa].ut:_lry reftraints : he fiudied the complicat-

gd {cience of legiflation : he learned to venerate the
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He fought under Braddock; and

cathered round
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fanctity of laws, to ellcem them as the palladium of
¢ivil fociety, and deeply inbibed this maxim, fo im-
portant for the Soldier and the Statelman, and which
he ever atter made the rule of his conduct, that the
armed defenders of their country wauld break up the
foundations of focial order and happineis, 1t they
availed themielves of the turbulence of war, to violate

the rights ef private property, and perfonal liberty.

Thus Wafthington, during the interval of peace,
{tored his mind with the treafures of political wifdom.
The time was approaching for him to expend thofe

treafures on his country’s welfare.

I need not recapitulate the origin of the diicon-
Britain, and bker American-depen-
dencies. Suflice it to lay, that America viewed the
claims of the parent country, as incompatible with
her freedom and happinels. The great foul of Wafh.
ington revolted at the 1dea of national degradation ;
but tempering his ardor with deliberate wifdom, he
affociated with other Sages of his country, to meditate

on her new and critical fituation.

Here let us paufey fellow citizens, to contemplate
this exalted man, revolving in his brealt the natural
and focial rights of human kind ; comparing thele with
attual and impending grievances, and with the obli-
gations of an allegiance due to a long eftablithed go.-
vernment. HHad lawlels ambition reigned in his breaft,
he would have decided the public voice for immedi-

ate hoitility. But in this point alfo, Providence del-
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