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FICTION FROM BEST SHURI STORIES B AFHU—AMEHlBAN WRITER

Such Comiort And Joy *

, a halt aware tha the ground

still shifted as he lowered a

- chain to white-faced Talbert,

The sinking man caught LEe
chain in a frenzied grip, and
the brown man set the dozer in
motion again, fighting the shift-
ing. ground until he reached a
| solid area.

More Players In Pro Foothall
- Than In e Ba

® Greatest runner in the history of the
gridiron is a colored fullback.

» ® There has never been a Pro Bowl
game (football’s equivalent to the Ma-
jor League All-Star Classic) that
didn't include a colored player. |

® One NFL standout has played in all of
the Pro Bowl GGames.

® Pro football has two colored men in
executive positions, Organized base-

ATRO MAGALZINE SECTION

Some accidents can be happy ones. A
good example 1s this warm little story

of love against tremendous odds.
Bj James H. Hill

: in.1 here. Anything wrong?”’
Mort Sturgis had Just 't There {vas a sardonic twist

fshed attaching the last Wir€} . “se,.0s lips. ““No, nothing.
to the spark coil when Dhe€|pq) he all right.”

Yooked up and saw Talbert| ralbert gave him a lusty slap ‘ .
peering down into the man-ion the back. “Okay, Mort. Just cue. Mort helped him to his

owned | want to kéep you on your loes. ' e - " | o feet. His first words were:
made chasm. cica Carry on!" = | \ o %\ | B [ “It's two weeks to Christmas,

the construction company which N el | Mort. What do you want most

bore his nai. ARl e N ol t] of all for the season? You name ] none
tard man to please where hired]| WHEN HE went back to se B Ot roe (R Save 87 ball has '

erned. his charge in the thick lime ' .
help was f:mhlasw” riggers, | strata, Mort’'s eyes were glazed, stert ‘Stergle’ sasBed . 8 0 d e B Loy I
Among the . 'udrneymﬂm'"d there was a lump in s shrugged. He kpew that a rank | | |
erectors, an d ]worked for |throat. “‘Anything wrong?”. .. outsider couldn’t accomplish in Porty colored players earned constantly in the Resis ok

e two weeks what he had tried salaries with National Football | hattle for their respective

builders. who : ng. He
the Talbert concern, there had Why everylhlnl was Wrong. to atcumpliﬁh in four months. League teams du.rinz the lgﬁ?ﬂillf!

-© |
Pro Bowl Lineup

Six colored ?,layers have been named to
participate in the annual All-Star Prc Bowl
game in Los Angeles January 12. .

On the East’'s offensive team will be Jack
McClairen, Pittsburgh Steelers, end; Roose-
velt Brown, N.Y. Giants, tackle; Ollie Matson,
Chicago - Cardinals, halfback; Jim Brown,
Cleveland Browns, fullback; and Emlen
Tunnell, N.Y. Giants, defensive safety. The

West team will have Tom Wilson; L.A.
Rams, halfback. ' ‘
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TALBERY, his whole body
covered with dirt, was getung
to his knees, laughing and cry-
ing at the miracle of his res-

e R — = — - - —_ - w m— S I T e —

some others of an earliér day, cisco Forty-Niners!

tzlities in thir-|had been over in Europe In
been only two fal 1943 fighting at Normandy, the
k with a|hedgerows, and Aachen, under
the hard-driving Patton,

And when it was all over in

a whole | Europe, he hadn't been al
work for Teiler - to return ‘to the States

ty years.

If you came lo WoOI |
wracking cough or a morning-
after balloon hezd, Yyou didn't

k- and if You were subject|lowed 1o
roeitéu:rent ailments and mis-|to his girl, and she had
gpent weekenpds,

work for him at all. Berlin.
.

g e He had met Marguerita in

Milan. and after wrangling with |
808 TALBERT beckoned ¢ the sundry officialdom for lwnl

years he was allowed to marry

Sturgis now f{rom the rim of
the pit. 'Come up here, Slur‘ihe
gis! I'd like 10 have a talk|®e€rl.

with you."” 0
Mort sighed, wiped the back | pecul

rown brow, and climbed out.4
erhaps Talbert Lad seen how

you didn’t | ried while he was stationed &t |~

Now — when they were ex-|
g their first offspring, he |

& .0 *|had been shipped back to the
of his hand Scroet his _Gose States without Marguerita,

As he wedged in the dyna-

mar-

carelessly he had handled those | mite sticks, he was wondering !

dynamite caps yesterday.

id: “l1 like to have) “¥
Ila‘l“::;ﬁ: ll:llan working for me, | bridge the oceans of red

Mort.” *
Mort blinked at him uncom- MAPEROER.. . .

prehendingly. “AN o’ a man?”
“Well. you're here all right,

with you.
ous i for everybody around ' would set off the charg~.

which separated him from

ME RAISED the whistle to

' our mind isn't here | his lips and blew it shrilly three |
gy ’!{‘hat can be danger-|times. Twenly seconds later he | SCUrTi€

what his offspring dwquldhbe 1 | _ 4.
: . | like. and he was wondering now | T e
When Sturgis reached B LV1\ 00 i would be before he could

tape

excavation.
| . i
| workers in the immediate area; A dull, crackling fulmination
d under steel-plate lean- | followed, as brown earth and

The | tos and wailed. ‘stone geysered up into the sky.
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There was a scream of horror as the shack started to slide into the

So he said: “You couldn't get
it for me anyway, Mr. Tal-

iberL"

So far he had saved 1(wo
:thmdrr:d dollars for Margue-
'rita's boat fare to the' States.
By spring he should be able
o send for her.

There was buoyvance in his
' stride, and nerve in his man-
ner  when Mort Sturgis came
home Christmas Eve. Despile
'the sharpness of the wind and
the fine snow that beat . into his
 face, he was a very happy
' man.

L . -

l BOB TALBERT had just giv-
‘en him a special Christimas
ipresent—a five hundred dollar
bonus! To Mort it meant that
the biggest obstacle had been
' hurtled. He could send for Mar-
| guerita tomorrow if it werent
| Christmas. It was gratifying o
|kn0w hé¢ had " the necessary
. money.
| He was putling the tinfoil
The next instant a scream of | icicles on his mother's Christ-
horror split the air. Mort|mas trce when the. doorbell
turned ‘in the general direction|rang. He moved two sets of
of the bloodcurdling yell and |treelights and answered the
could scarcely . credit the sight | summons.
which met his eyes. i Bob Talbert was standing out
The temporary, rough there, his manner apologetic
board office where Talbert|as he said: "l wonder if you'd
staved most of the time was|go over lo the hospital with
noising down into a shifting ooze | me, Mort. There's been an ac-
of earth. Mort caught sight of | cident.”

Talbert’s terrified face as the| “Accident — someone 1

| contractor tried to force open| know?"

geason.
The Baltimore Colls, who The Browns, whe long have

waged a gallant fight in seek- boasted a heavy infiltration of

ing to bring the onumental |tanh players, only once in the
City its first pro title, shared [last eight years (1956) missed
leadership in the hiring of tan|being in the playoff for the
personnel with the defending | weorld pro championship.
champion New York Glanis * +
and Chicago Cardinals. AT THE height of their reign
Fach had six players, ‘Thel|as Kingpins of the league, the
Colts. however, also had Bud- | Browns counted four colored
dy Young on their payroll in|stars among their maicrstays:
the . capacity of scopt. fullback Marion Motley, ends
’ 98 Len Ford and Horace Gillom,
EVIDENCE OF how far pro-|and guard Bill Willis.
tessional football has travelled| When they won their world
in the furtherance of democra- |title in 1956, the New York
cy., may be found In the facl|Giants did it also with the aid
that there seems (0o be no ceil- |of a tan quariet: fullback Mel

'were such good players as 5“' Eagles.

had played in the loosely-knit |

game that preceded the All-|gained 6,682 yards as the 1957
America Conference. season got under way.,.- |

And there were still others| Because Perrv's record in-
who performed with AAC clubs | cludes two years in the de-
but missed out when the con-|funct AAC. he is not credited
ference was absorbed by the | with the all-time mark by the
Nﬂ“ﬂnﬂl l'oﬂlball LE’IHUG IMINFL. That is held by Steve

1950. o Van Buren, the one-time steam-
Included among the latter|poller of the  Philadelphia

Bass, Paul Pafterson, Bert Pig- A

gott (Chicago Rockels), John _ |
Brown (Los. Angeles Dons), El-| J!M BROWN, the rookie full-

more Harris {Bmklyn Dodg- back of lhe Browns, made 237
ers) and Jerry Fletcher (Balti- yards against the Los Angelé€s
more Colts). 1o name a few.|Rams in November, to become

Patterson had been a team-|the greatest single-game rush.
mate of Buddy Young at Il-|eF iIn the sport. Incidentally,

ing on the colored players|
aspirations.

Two ‘'voung men — Buddy
Young and Lowell Perry —al-
ready have climbed higher in
the National Football League
than has any tan
player or professional
eleer,

Young is serving his second
year as a scout and assistant
director of public relations with
the Baltimore Colts. And Perry
is completing his [irst season
as end coach of the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

Except for a few minor as
signments as ‘‘special” coaches
(for tan talent), and as pub-
licists to deal specifically with
colored newspapers, the base

bask-

|

Triplett, halfback Emien Tun-
nell, dnd tackles Roosevell
Brown and Roosevelt Grier,

Still another , famous feur-
some contributed nobly to the

'cause of the Rams when they
baseball |

brought honors to Los Angeles
in 1949-50-51-55. These talented
tansters were halfback Dan
Towler, fullback Tank Younger,
end Bob Boyd and safely man
Woodley Lewis,

L . »

THERE ARE just a few
examples of the contributions
made by colored players in the
year since the All-America Con-
ference introduced them 1o
modern organized pro football
in 1946,

Fritz

Pollard. Duke Slater,

linois, Piggott has lately been |il Was another tan back, the

named coach of football
A and T. College, and Brown
plaved several years in Cana-
da before retiring and eater-
ing business in Toronto.
Harris, a track and grid star
at Morgan State College,
currently operating his own
business in New York City.
Fletcher's whereabouts are un-
Kknown.

As has been stated, these
were some of the fine players
who failed to survive the prun-
ing of ranks which took place
when the AAC merged with the
NFL in 1950.

- L L
THE GREATEST runner In

recorded pro football history is
Joe (Jet) Perry, the hard-hitl

Rams' Tom Wilson, who held
the mark (223 yards) up to the
time of Brown's achievement.

Willie Gilmor’'s four touch-
downs against Lost Angeles on
October 27. represent the big-

is | gest TD output for one game
lin the annals of the NFL.

Longest punt return in the

league's record book is the 94-|

yard TD caper by Tom Casey
for the old New York Yankees
against Brooklyn in 1948. Casey,
by the way, was a product
of Hampton .Institute,

. @ L

EMLEN TUNNELL, the “old
pro'' of the New York Gilants,

boasts several marks in the
NFL.
His four touchdowns with

'

The 28-year-old speedsier had

B

the door of the building. | Talbert nodded. “Will y ou ::;;;I ti?ﬂg:;;[!;?ﬁuiﬁlr?a;:e r}g::; Horace Bell, Bob Marshall and |ting fullback of the San Fran-

l e f
It is an awe-inspiring sight| come? ball appointments of Young|

.'\tu see¢ .the ground twisling “Qure!” vy - J e | ) 2
wi (m The Rosters

around like that — like an In-| Talbert was silent all the M B
there were fewer colored play-

kick runbacks tie for the single- |
season high in this depariment;| =
his 38 punt returns in one year| ™
|ﬂstabli:-h him as the most dur-

ijl able safety man in (he loop,
land his 74. pass interceptions |;

|

Easy fo sew, jerkin and skirt sef that will be o

constant companion all through the cool weather. |Jl visible giant hand Kneeding' wav to the hospital. Upon. ar WOULD YOU Dbelieve

{dough. But it was one of the | rival the receptionist guided

Each piece requires a minimum of fabric.

No. 1532 with PHOTO-GUIDE is in sizes 10, 12,
14, 16, 18, 20. Sizes 12, 32 bust, jerkin, 1'% yards
of 54-inch; skirt, 1% yards,

chances you took when YOu|them to room 4B
dug down into the bowels ol
the earth,

*

THEY WENT 1n Mort
| caught his breath and stood
MORT'S FIRST impulse was  transfixed. It was unbelievable,

to race over the shifting |He turned to Talbot for reas-

- - -

‘}l ground and try to help Talbert | surance that this was not a

A good looking suit-dress, cut il half sizes to save
alteration time for the shorter woman., Ideal for
now, and right through the winter.

'escape his wooden tomb, But |dream. He lowered his eyes (o,

that would have been suicide.|the bed before him., Upon it
The seething earth would have | lay Margherita, a tan infant in
swallowed him. - ‘her lrembling arms,

He leaped into a bulldozer,| “The boy was the accident,™
' meshed the mighty gears, and | Talbert smiled, “He was born

1]

ers in the 16-team baseball or- |
ganization  last summer than |
there are today in the 12-team |
football setup? 1

Fourteen teams of the Ameri- |}
can and National leagues had |}
35 tan players during the regu- )
lar (June 15-August J1) season
of 1957.

Eleven teams of the NFL list
40 tan players on their current | |
rosters.

Two teams. the Boston Red

Parker and Luke Owens;
GIANTS (6)—-Halfback
Mel Triplett

Julian Spence;

COLTS (6)-Halthacks Lenny Moore,
and Jesse Thomas; tackles Gene Lipscombe, Jim

and Bobby Epps;
Brown and Roosevelt Grier, and guard Jack Spinks; 115
CARDINALS (6)—Halfbacks Ollie Matson, Woodley |}

Lewis, Dick Lane, Jim Hill;

CHICAGO BEARS (4)—Halfbacks Bobby Watkins,

are unmatched in the career
‘llof any other player.

While on the subject of Tun

Milt Davis

§ R 4

;ﬁf::- : -

i}l nell, it is worthy of nole that p=

fullbocLs

Roosevelt

Emlen Tumnell;

sackles | with the Glants, holds the rec

‘ord for conseculive games al
(except for field goa
specialists), and has neve:
misséd  being selected for th
Pro Bow! game,
equvalent to the Major League
All-Star baseball classic.

fullbacks Dave Mann and

the footbali

No. 1319 with PHOTO-GUIDE is in sizes 123, 14'%,
16% 18%, 20%, 22%, 24%. Size 14%, 35 bust, jack-
et, % sleeve, 3% yards of 39-inch; skirt, 1% yards.

Send 35¢ In coins for this pottern to IRIS LANE,
(care of AFRO-AMERICAN), Box 438, Midtown Sta-

tion, New York 18, N. Y.

Den’t miss the new sewing manual Home Sewing
for ‘57—an Inspiring pattern book filled with all-
season styles. Gift pattern printed in the book 25¢. |

started a slow buf Inexorable |
advance upon the sinking of- |

fice, He had known blasting to |

as your wife crossed the

Azores."

The astounded father wa$s

set off tremblers before.  Bul|gtill numb and speechless. His

he was afraid just the same— |

desperately afraid.
The bulldozer, its

E scraper |
lifted, nearly keeled. over in the
| slowly churning trough. Only

throat was dry, and tears
trickled down his face.

When speech finally ¢cam e,
Mort sald one word only: “Mar-
guerita!” The exolic mother

the slanting roof of the office|smiled sweetly. as the father

Was now visible.

Mort Sturgis poured on more
coad, and the bulldozer growled
its protest deep In its steel
throat. The big hind wheels
churned mightily, and the blade
came down shearing off the
roof like you'd cut the top off
a cereal box.

Mort braked the machine to

kneit beside the bed, his oul-
siretched arms moving gently
toward her.

Perhaps the tears in his eyes
gave the llusion of halos about

the heads of mother and child.
But the spirit of peace that
settled upon him was not an il
lusion. He knew that life could
be beautiful.

Sox and Detroit Tigers, operal-
ed as “lilywhites” of baseball
Neither has ever had a col
ored player, nor has the Wash-
ingtom Redskins in football.

None of the three has won
a championship in the eleven

years they have flaunted prog-} |

ress by refusing to tap the
reservoir of tan lalent,
® L L]

ON THE othér hand, the free
use »f colored athletes by such
i s Cleveland Browns, New
) : Angeles
Rams (football); and Brooklyn
Dodgers, New York Giants and
(baseball)

has served lo keep those Leams

Ciants, lLos

Milwaukee Braves

| Willie Galimore, Perry Jeter and J. C. Caroiine;
‘ LOS ANGELES RAMS (4)—Halfback Tom Wilson,
fullback Tank Younger, and ends Bob Boyd and

| Lamar Lundy;

PITTSBURGH STEELERS (4)-End Jack McClairen,
tackles Willie McClung and Jack Nisby, fullback Frank
Purnell;

SAN FRANCISCO 49ers (3)-Halfback R. C,

- Owens, fullhack Joe Perry, end Charley Powell;

CLEVELAND BROWNS (3) —End Len Ford, halfback

Milf Campbell, ful'back Jim Brown;
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (2)-Halfbacks Eddie Bell
and Clarence Peaks;
GREEN BAY PACKERS (1)-Tackle Nate Borden;
DETROIT LIONS (1)—Fullback John Henry Johnson.

Since the bow!l game became
an NFL fixture in 1951, Em has
been a pick for the Eastern
Conference every year,

L - -

A COUNTLESS nymber of
brilliant achievements are oth
erwise credited to colored ath-
letes. in both the National
League and one-time rival All
America Conference.

Marion Motley, for exampie,
wears a2 name that 18
synonymous with greatness,
And . there have been others
whose feats will long be re-
membered by followers of the
sport.

Buddy Young, Len Ford, Bob
Mann, George Taliaferro, Tank

1l he is completing: his tenth year 3y

TG SR, S > AT B L ol
ROOKIE OF THE YEAR--Jim Brown..fullback of
the Cleveland Browns, selected for this honor for
the 1957 season. |

A A - 1 s .. o
" o .
] = & = % 1, s = AL & - 'r"!- v
. § 9 = o s o i & .‘I s i "
L S e L TR L
Ny B
‘ P '.-:_ L 1 - al s
- e L b
i , o, o, 1
" - - " N W s
| 4 N i e . - : 'rl .. ;
- ¥ - n 5 Y I.- -.. - & I.-
" Mt
5 o .

. . , . o, i .
5 - - % [F: . L] -
; o B 5 " 5
, N L % <y il
:".{ i T - o o A by “ e
- . Y e ]
I S W s

| Younger, Dan Towler, to citelhis years in the game as one
a few of the older crop. 'uf the most exciting performe-

Then there are the Perrys,lers in all professional sports,
the Matsons, Jim Browns, *11*' He and Ferd (who had his
lie Galimores, Tom Wilsons and | baptismal at Morgan State Col.
lothers of the younger set. (lege) were eighl times picked
| Motley, the bruising power-|on the all-pro squad, Young on
house who preceded Jim Brown |offense and Ford for his genius

in the fullback siot at l‘lﬂ‘e;inn defense.

land, churned a tremaondous i | ,
total of 4,712 yargs in his eight | Mann, while with the Detroit

years {1946-53). His 6.18 yards ”““3-_ “'On_hﬂnnrl_ As A& pass
career average 'stand as 2 ;‘;:‘;!n;rl.dﬂls 66 receptions in
monument to his greatness. , hold as the third hight }

| Young was recognized durin (Continued on. Page §) |




