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These 10 per cent slums—Bal- | private enterprise In clearing
timore’s No. 1 enemy—rob the slums and rebuilding the areas.
city of money and sound citizens. | In 1947, after eight slum areas
In cold, hard cash, the city is had been earmarked by the City
an estimated $14,3000,000 a ' $5,000,000 bond issue was author-
from blighted areas.  ized by citizens to provide funds
old city, 91244 homes in|to absorb part of the acquisition
Baltimobe were built before 1904. | costs involved in clearing the slum

tly, 61,050 of them are  areas so that the land could be

central heating systems, leased to private builders at a
have no private toilet, | moderate price,

have outside toilets, and | The first two projects under the

witheut bath or shower. | redevelopment program are now

21,753 of our dwelling  underway. One will clear an 11-

iIn need of major re-  block, tightly-packed area of sub-

| standard row houses. It will pro-

Baltimore Jeads the six | vide residential facilities for the

year

largest cities in the United States ! Johns Hopkins medical institutions

the

™ siling 100y

Ede

in these slum problems, it could land moderaterent gardem apart-
ﬁﬂ!« rank as the nation’s fil- ments for colored, along with
‘S

many modern facilities.
light’-A Nicer Werd

| The Baltimore Plan
There Is a nicer word. for slums| The third program fighting Bal-

 that_has recently come into popu- | timore’s blight might be called

A
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age. .Hwo ion is ..ucnvﬁw”hﬂan.‘l —mnlr.g?—. noomn ro_.“_ou..
as offensive as | ; a program Of nei
;'  but it means ak woowﬁ rehabilitation through the
he same-thing. ' | enforcement of health housing,
...M_.%:hu to overcrowded, | sanitation, building, fire and zon-
buildings that invile | ing ordinances on a block-by-block
accients. It means o:?.u-lu. Designed to improve living
or totally absent health | conditions in sup-standard houging
sanitation facilities. * areas, it aiso is aimed at prevent-
ing formation and growth of
Known asithe Baltimore Plan
of Housing Lay Enforcement, it
is still in its developmental stages,
. |operating in blighted areas that
cannot ently be cleared by
| ether ate or public funds.
Actually, bousing <law enforce-
ment originated in the o_»w. Health

Department late in 1939

i
siums

y able

pay. | partment.
HABC -adjusts its rents 8_

By 1850 the Baltimore Plan had

family circumstances through aid | rehabilitated 100 blocks. With the |

Federal and city govers- | change in housing conditions eame

& change in the living habits of

program obviously cos population and whole new
millions of dollars, and here just| attitude on cleanliness and beauty.

isn't enough public funds 40 go| Brightly-painted steps, doors,
| window frames, Truit crates, along
LAY H ecex sbopm et

Aa attack wpon Bailtimore’'s| where the old yard

light was made from a
the Baltimore | once stood. The insides of
Redevelopment

toilets

Hope
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hited areas. Not all blighted' | And ‘this
Aareas are as bad as the house be -naaEW:uﬁmn angm.ra-h o-zuﬂ
Baltimore Paln of housing law
enforcement. Once clean, sani-
tary facilities and bright sur-
roundings are established, the
new N..Eo taken in their homes
by milies usually does the

; are against
_-d.-i.nn.duro!ﬂs
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with flowers and pladts, -.!.E.nm“_,

new | wooden fences and piles of trash

the | lots once stood.

rission was | houses were kept bright by the | This success led to the choosing!| While in other areas the majority | contract of sale p#yments, plus committees. A neighborhood com- set up, and

established to enlist the aid of ' use of paint and the scrub brush.! of a 27-block blighted neighbor- of the landlords were absenfee the high cost of

g To

Thousands of Baltimore young-
sters, colored and while, usé on-
FL:...- dangerous streets of run-

back alleys of blighted |
areas for their playgrounds. In | of this city's slums, 55 per cent
alleys such as this, tin cans and | of

Blocks began working together hood in East Baltimore as 2 :_.._o!.o...- who eould be forced to scrape up the cash for improve-|leaders in the

to beautify and decorate their get for a ‘‘Pilot Program.”” All of renovate their p
bomes. Schoal children started p?

making gardems and pla
where rubbish-laden, rat-

rest. The improved health condi--

tions that result pay off in actual
dollars and cents. Where home

owners cannot afford %o make
their own repairs and improve-
ents, a Fight Blight Fund Inc.,
i8 being set up to help them
over the financial hurdies.
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Fight Its No.
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surroundings. Alleys like the one
at left were cleared away %
be replacad by safe, roomy
playground areas like the ome
. Health Department’s Housi above. Crumbling back yard
Baltimore's entire juvenile r - Bureau have cleaned up fences and outdoor toilels were

_ u y
area, was formed munity consultants. er's Clean Block Campaign,

to interpret the program to the | Thése groups, as the Pilot Area | ganized.

a.rn-l!.n_on:. _ . . ”
area was not a rock-bottdm lot Area over half the residents| But a Fight Blight Fund, Inc.,'neighborhood and bring the needs will now attest, haye been getting ﬁ

slam, but it nevertheless pre- owned their own homes. Some of | was established to belp, and into | of the people to the agencies work- | the job . : |
'sented new problems for the Bal-|the homeowners, already finan- the Pilot Area in law _o_.?_..ao._,Sw —.-. the vno“n_ﬂ. B o St ovonmﬂgoh.o".ﬂoﬂow.wﬂ_ﬂ_.onas__. _onln rm-ill prizes in Eo-.
timore Plan. . ‘ cially over-taxed by mortgage or ment, education and social service teering ittee s¢ sosle See .EE” years has bees __._::n_«o u&o‘l._:..

were chosen
alysis and as com-'the AFRO-AMERICAN Newspa-/in 19865

In an o%g |
in East Baltimore,
citizens with community

through the guidance of

mately 74 of every 1,000 infants
they are bora. If

ay in the slum al-

with danger at

rusty nails menance small, bare
feet; EBZW__- bidildings invite
aécidents, and filth spreads dis-
| ease. In the alleys and streets

ving, couldn’t mittee, composed of residents and | for project an

Clean Block Campaigners Fight Blight Your Child’s Playmate?  J

~ gnawing at mat¢hes

cal wiring. Their bite has meant
death to infants and aduits alike.
Wherever there' Is neglect of
property, the brown rat, Balti
more's own particular variety

by Housi :rwo v s

4 ng Bureau

when they went into ﬁrx_ _

areas to begin the Baltimore |

Plan of law-enforced good house-

keeping. For thousands of peo- .

will make his home. He is a | -ple the only homes they've ev-
prime reason why blighted areas | er known look like this inside.

» représent the city’s No. 1 enemy, ' Ia such instances a program of
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Called man's worst friend, the
rat is an ever-present danger in |
slum areas. An inbabitant of the |
" filth of attics and cellars, cracks |
' and crevices, he raids garbage |
cans for his livelihood. . Many _

comprised of low-Income fam- | Financed by The AFRO, Balti-
tlies. Held during the summer more City, and donations from
months, the campaign is suc- | citizens and organizations, the
na:n:_. largely because of its  kids help by giving street fairs,
altraction for school-age young- | suppers and entertainments dur-
slers with time em their hands. ' ing the winter,

A strong force In the fight
against blight is the AFRO-
LS RICAN Newspaper’'s Clean
Block Campaign, now in its 18th

year. Among its many aims is |
that of establishing colorful sur- |

roundings for nelghborhoods |
60th Year—Diamond Jubilee

' diseases have been spread by
_ H-R.Ew-qoogga

60th Year—Diamond Jubilee
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~Enemy-Housing Hazards
— Or In Sdfe 2363::& Areas Like This?
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