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Traveling On A Budget

By Alana Robinson

Have you done any traveling
recently? Have you traveled n
the past but find funds harder to
come by”? With today's high ex-

penses, there 1s still a chance

for almost anyone to travel in or
out of the United States. This
article 1s being written to let
you, the public, know that it is
possible to travel on a low iIn-

come budget.
If you are determined 10 ex-

plore our country, there are
inexpensive ways to do it as an

individual, as a couple or as a
family. With this being our coun-

iry's birthday, there will be
many excursion rates available.
If I. a mother of two, can travel,
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through the premises without
one—beach sandals and a
headwrap (wrap your head with
1V2 yards of coordinating
fabric). Remember, your hair
should be protected from the
SuUnNs rays, SO wear a hat or
wrap.

Poolside Lunch: No need 0
change. Simply slip on that
cover-up and enjoy your meal'

Dinner and Nightclubbing:
Here' youll have to use your
personal discretion. You can go
long or short. Choose a long
summer dress or skirt (wear
leotards in place of blouse for a
ravishing, sexy look), low shoes,
small handbag, costume
iewelry. Again you can wear a
headwrap for an ethnic ook or
style yourown hair accordingly.

There's no need to take a dil-
ferent outfit (s) for each day of
your vacation. A basic pair of
pants or skirt can be worn three
times with a different shirt or
top. Stick to the basics when
preparing for your trip. Simple
shoes can take you straight
through the day and into the
evening . . . early morning, t00.

then SO can you.

Being a resident of Maryland,
| decided | wanted to travel to
find out more about my country.
My first-bit-of traveling was {o
New York City. This tnp was
sponsored by a club. At that
time. three people sharing a
room was about $79.00, this
included everything excepl
most meals and gratuities

Since my first trip, | have
been to Chicago (my fhrst air-
plane ride), Boston, North
Carolina. South Carolina,.
Philadelphia, Virginia, Georgia,
Florida. Puerto Rico, St
Thomas, Canada and mosl
recently Nassau, Bahamas
Most of my trips have been
made by pinching pennies, and
searching for excursion rates al
the appropriate time of year

Most people, especially
minorities, feel that a vacation I1s
impossible. | have found that
nothing is impossible if you put
forth an effort and possess a ol
of determination. In making
preparations, you must have an
idea of where you want 0 go,
how long you will be staying,
what mode of transportation
you will use, how many people
will be in your party, and mosl
important how much money you
will have to use for your
vacation

When you have decided
where you want to wvisit, go 10
several travel agencies and pick
up free brochures of your
dreamland. YOou may alseo
acquire brochures Dby
requesting them from airlines,
bus companies or train stations
With the brochures before you,

read each one completely,
know how many persons will be
sharing a room. This IS 1mpor-
tant because the more people
sharing a room, the lower the
rates. In the case of family
traveling, check on-hotels thal
allow children in the room, with
parents, free. Find out which
plan suits your budget. You
dont see how you_ can afford
this vacation, okay, put the
brochures aside for a couple of
weeks

Don't stop thinking aboul
your dreamiand because wilh
motivation and determination,

you can still make a dream a
reality. Please, dont wait until
you get the money for your
vacation because you will never
go. Money comes and goes
before you realize you missed
your opportunity. Life is too
short for you to constantly deny
yourself of such a small portion
of enjoyment.

Are you a homemaker, career
woman or both? Homemaker,
let's start with you. After you
decided to take the children to
Disney World, you've found that
there still iIsnt enough money.
Can you sew, cook, crochet or
anything domestic? Put your
skills to work for you. Have a
bake sale or dinner among
friends and relatives

Your girlifniend is going to buy
a new wardrobe, why dont you
sew that wardrobe for her, she
will come out cheaper and
voull be a little richer.
Everyone is admiring your hat
and scarf set, crochet them a
set at a minimal fee. Dont be
too hasty in turning down a few
babysitting jobs. There are
many ways to earn money if you
only take time to look for them.

Are you out there in the world
a-day world? You cant see a
way where the money will come
from for your vacation. Make up
your mind to start saving and
work from there. Do little odd
jobs, start carrying riders for ex-
tra money, carry your lunch in-
stead of buying it, use your iIn-
come tax return for your trip in-
stead of buying a new war-
drobe. As mentioned
previously, with determination
and a positive athitude, anything
IS possible

For the woman who maintains
two jobs, homemaker and
career woman, combine the
above information and you, (oo,
can take a vacation. Donl
punish yourself. You, if anyone,
deserve a vacation. Take on
odd jobs iIf you have any spare
time and use that money for
your trip. Remember, you will
never go on that trip if you wait
for the money to come to you

Plan for your trip and make the
money come (0 you.

in the above paragraphs, |
have given you a few ideas on

how to start preparing for your
trip, now it is up to you. Your
first journey doesnt have to be
across the country and it

doesnt have lo be by train, air-

plane or bus. Visit the state that
IS near you and go by car. This
s ideal for family vacationing
because there are hotel accom-
modations and inexpensive cof-
fee shops along the roadsides.
If you do take the children, be
sure to carry simple games.
coloring books and magazines
to keep them occupied.

| don't profess to be well lear-
ned on traveling but | want all
people to know that they dont
have to be rich to travel. For
example, last summer, | gave a
dinner and made enough
money in one day to take two
trips. In August, | went o
Canada and in October, | went
to Nassau, Bahamas. This was
possible because | made up my
mind to travel and | followed my
dreams.

Don't say “| can't, say "l can.’
With determination and faith
anything is possible. We are all
aware that this year marks our
country’s 200th birthday, there
will be excursion rates offered
in and out of the United States
which will enable us to explore
our country at a reasonable

frate. Surely. you will find

something that suilts your
budget. Come on! Let's
celebrate our country s birthday
with a visit to a neighboring
state or country and enjoy the
beauty of this world
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With her talent and crealivity:
t's going to be definitely up
from now on. (Lynn 1s camera-
shy and did not submit a photo

with her profile)

To be continued in the
August DAWN
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