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- | 1 Baltimore has two top black - owned

. : discos, one with snob appeal, the other a
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late night place to be. And the dancing
has to be séen to be believed.

By Arthur Lewis
and Rashaad

Gatsby's — one of Baltimore’s
most popular nightspots —
doesn’t offer a fantastic light show
or confetti falling from the ceiling.

tables where there’s almost

always a bid whist or pinochle

game going. '
Adjacent to this area, there’s
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nick a O > S & _Rut it does offer_three floors of

full entertainment for the ‘‘mature
adulk.’”

Howevet, Gatsby’s is not an
‘““adults only"’ club, since for the
past four months, it has held
‘““Kiddie Discos’’ for special
holidays and private parties.

“If they can walk, they can
disco,’’ said Van Eaton, one of the
club’s three owners, “We allow
kids up to about age 12, with all
the sodas they can drink and all
the hotdogs and hamburgers they

can eat for free.”

The Second Floor
The children are supervised by

Gatsby's staff, while parents are
ushered to the second floor to
relax and socialize.

As a disco club, Gatsby’s is
‘““different,’’ according to Eaton,
who is in partnership with Laura
Gardner and David Richeson.

‘“What we offer, is an op-
portunity for a gentleman and his
lady to come out without any
hassles whatsoever and do any

number of things.’’

And the club has a number of

things to do.
Its rather plain exterior can be

misleading, for upon entering,
one can be impressed with the
plush blue carpeting, mirrered
walls and a greeting by a smartly
dressed hostess.

For those who want to ‘‘freaky
deaky,’’ the first stop should be on
the first floor where there’s plenty
of room to disco, with the disc
jockey controlling the flashing
lights in the floor and the ceiling.

Mirrored walls, plenty of tables
and chairs and two bars finish off
the first floor, designed in a réd

and black color scheme.
Another Bar

In a mellow modd? Then head
straight for the second floor where
there’s another bar and game

An early evening vi
there is scarcely dance-floor space.

plenty of room to lay back and
relax for some easy listening to
live jazz entertainment on the
weekends. And if the music gets
good to you, there’'s a small dance
floor to take care of your moods.

Gatsby's third floor offers pool
tables, plush furniture, a giant
color television screen and a

barbershop.

Does Gatsby’'s qualify as . a
bonafide ‘‘disco’’ as the term is
used today? According to Eaton —
g

“There are different per-
ceptions of the term ‘disco’ and in
its connotation, it may be a fad.

In the '60s it was ‘go-go’ with

the girls dancing in the cages. But
I think ‘disco’ will be around for

quite awhile — it hasn’t begun to -

hit its peak yet, at least not in

Baltimore,’’ he said.
“You'll know if you belong’’ is

the unspoken creed shared among
the many people who fill Odell’s, a
discotheque, to capacity and over,

four nights a week.
Located in Baltimore, Odell's is
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run by and named after spiritual
and financial mentor, Odell Brock.

Brock, 33, is the eldest brother
of four and the moving force
behind what some folks have
called a ‘‘phenomenon’’ and
others have dubbed ‘‘ripoff.’’

A family owned enterprise, at
any given time you can see a
nephew, a brother, some sisters
and even ‘‘Daddy’’ Brock running
around the two - story club fixing a
toilet, testing the lights or just
making sure things are all right
for the night.

Formerly a beef and brew joint
under previous owners, Odell’s in
three years has become one of the
favorites for Baltimoreans and
Washingtonians alike.

In a city where 20 clubs or so
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ew of one of the top discos in Baltimore. Later.
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This is a cleaned up version of the *‘freaky-deak’ which is on display
at Baltimore’s O'dells almost nightly.

have opened in the past three
years and closed just as fast, that
is quite a record. The key???

“We have no competition in
Baltimore. We have never ripped
people off — so obviously we have
to be doing something right.

Slow Start

‘“After all we started off very
slowly and now we are hotter than
ever — even after three years in
Baltimore’’ states Odell Brock,
also known as ‘‘Pee Wee” to
friends and patrons alike.

Looking on, brother Donny
Brock adds, ‘‘We were working on
taith, a lot of work and a lot of
sacrifices. Odell’'s is constantly
changing even before the people
change.

“Three or five years from now,
we'll still be first.’”” Hesitating a
bit, as if not quite sure, Donny
cutting the image of a slender,
successful 27 year old en-
trepreneur, continues.

“You see, we feel the pulse of
what's happening in this city — at
least enough to recognize and
constantly innovate."’

The concept **You'll know if you
belong’’ is well taken. Keychains,
T-shirts, car stickers and mat-
chbooks bearing the motto and the
name Odell’'s are sported
throughout the city. Everyone
belongs. |

Boawting a $50,000 sound
system kicking out a maximum of
8000 watts of soul-shaking,
mesmerizing disco music, Odell’s
attracts 3n extreme variation of all

types.
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