swook on new animation.
Vb rations wo strong to ignore
wid me that something important

was going on behind me! Turning .

quickly, afraid that | had missed
the catalyst of this excitement, |
could see some new faces in the
long narrow hallway.

““There’'s Rick James!'' It was
hard to believe at firmt glance.

saflor’s cap. His eyes were hidden
behind large red framed

*l feel grest! I'l kil ‘em, Ik
knock ‘em out,”’ Rick shouted. He
moved through the hallway

outside his dressing room, joking
and getting acquainted with

everyone present.
We became involved and

doser, because he fek oo far
away from them. What followed
was a classic example of crowd
control.

Heedless of the frustrated
security guards and the restricting
ropes, the audience moved right
up to the edge of the stage.

For the first time |
acknowledged Rick as the sub-
cukure leader that he is. Rick was
singing songs sbowt smoking
weed, loving freedom, and loving
to make love. These were things
that the entire sudience seemed
able to relate .

Hippie Feelings

3
felt ke the hippie era agaim.
Woodstock, Jimi Hendrix,

puthuummlmmﬂl'

loved every minute of it and
stayed on thek feet most of the
evening.

After the show, Rick invited us

over to his hotel suite o conduct

the interview. Rick’s mother, Mrs.

Betty Gladden and two of his

brothers, Leroy Johnson, a lawyer
in D.C. snd Wiliam Johnsem,

bhead of security on Rick’s tours
were with him, along with some of

the other group members.
We all ook a minute to relax
and mellow out after the

By Paula Brooks

’

wemendous "up’’ of the show.
Mrs. Gladden told me that she
wravels with her son whenever she
feels ke it. ““If 1 get the urge to

see him, | just go.” Watching
them inseract, it is easy to see that

my sengs.’’
1 was impressed. | told Rick that

reminiscent of

heart means there’s |
of love in our group, and the wings
for freedom. Music
changes, like everything else. It
doesn’t stay the same. Two years
from mow, we'll be i
something ebe. | haye
against disco music as long as it’s
progressive. | think Donna
Summers and musicians of her
'“-.'

working on now! “I'm doing »
movie, which is the thing
in my We right now. | in
video ss & means of getting your
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