Blacks in the Wild West
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On July 4, 1876, at Deadwood City in the
Dakota Territory, he entered a rodeo. After
winning several roping and shooting contests,
Love wrote, “Right there the assembled crowd
named me ‘Deadwood Dick’ and proclaimed
me champion roper of the Western Cattle
Country.”

Around 1890, Love left the range and final-
ly settled in Los Angeles, where he worked
for the railroad and wrote his life’s story. He
most likely died with his boots off, but young
Cherokee Bill probably wore his at the time
of his hanging at oge 20.

Known for his good looks, charm and wit,
Cherokee Bill was one of the West's worst
villains. He was born of mixed black, Indian
and white neritage ar Fart Concho, Texas in
1876.

“...an outlaw who fascinated women,
murdered countless men for fun and profit and
died on the gallows only o month after his
twentieth birthday ... Bill begon his short
career ot the age of 14 when he shot and kill-
ed his brother-in-law.

“After that, he became a professional killer,
shooting railroad agents, Indian police, ex-
press agents, and storekeepers. He rode with
a gang specializing in the armed robbery of
stores, trains, and express offices.

“He killed casually and gleefully and in-
spired fear and horror throughout the Indian
Territory.”

Other blacks who lived in the old West were
outiaws Isom Dart, a former Arkansas slave
who later become o horse thief and Ben
Hodges, a "“notorious cattle thief and con-
fidence man.”

In Wyoming, Mary Fields, said to be a giant
of a woman, ran a stage coach and mail route.
Jim Perry was a cook, fiddler and an all-
around cowboy.

Isaich Dorman was a black scout and inter-
preter for the U.S. Army and was the only
black to die in General Custer’s ill-fated bat-
tle at the Little Big Horn.

He was hired bo the Custer party in the
Dakota Territory just six weeks before the bat-
tle. One author has described Dorman as o
“daring and reliable courier and interpreter
at Fort Rice for many years."”

Married to an Indion woman, Dorman's

\ body was recovered by relief troops who ar-

Bill Pickett of the 101 Ranch. One of the most
noted black cowboys of the old West.

rived at the scene on June 27, 1876, two days
after the historic battle.

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of such peo-
ple as Everett ond Durham and Paul Stewart
and Kathryne Mc¢cKinney, both of Denver,
blacks who lived and died in the old West are
not forgotten.

Stewart, who grew up in Clinton, lowa, said
he enjoyed the game of cowboys and Indians
as a child, but never was allowed to play the
role of the cowboy.

“They'd say to me, Paul, there ain’t no such
thing.as a black cowboy,” Stewart said of his
young playmates.

Unsatisfied, Stewart has spent much of his
life hunting the tales of the West's black
pioneers and residents. What he discovered
was a legacy rich in the lives of stage coach
drivers, saloon keepers, miners (Isom Dart
was an unsuccessful miner), journalists,
tarmers and more cowboys than you could
shake a stick at.-

During the years of his search, Stewort, now
57, conducted about 800 tape-recorded inter-
views with black pioneers. That and other
memorabilia he has collected now is housed
at the Block American West Museum — two
rooms in the basement of o city-owned
building in East Denver.

A barber by trode, Stewart has learned to
be a museum curator. he has maintained his
museum in various locations during the past
12 years and has received funds for its sup-
port from the federal government, Colorado

art and historic groups, and international cor-
porations.

“"But the museum’s survival depends for the
most part on the work of Mr. Stewart and
some 1350 community volunteers, who help
catalog old newspaper clippings, more than
15,000 photographs and some of the 6,000 dif-
ferent items collected over the years from
black Western fomilies.”

Mrs. McKinney, president of the Barney Ford
Memorial Association, worked with her
members to honor Isaiah Dorman. A white
marble marker was placed along the Little Big
Horn River in Montana on June 25, 1983 to
honor Dorman as the only black member of
Custer’s 7th Calvary.

The Barney Ford Memorial Association is
named for an ex-slave who settled in the Col-

orado Territory and worked to assure that Col-
orado joined the Union as a free state.

He later became a prominent builder and
member of the Colorado Supreme Court.
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Ford Is A Leader In All These Technologies

Soon, two-thirds of all overseas commun-

ications and almost all intercontinental
television programming will travel by satellites
built by Ford Aerospace & Communications
Corporation.

Our technology helped guide the
Columbia space shuttle home, and bring back
pictures from Saturn. )

Ford is the leader in alternative fuel tech-
nology; fuels which can be derived from abun-
dant organic matter, coal, and natural gases.

Our newest electronic brain takes the
automobile to a new level of sophistication.

[t saves fuel and improves and refines total

We're building a laboratory on
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almost entirely of a graphite fiber remnforced
plastic, that's ighter than aluminum, stronger
than most steel.

We've designed the most aerodynamic
passenger car in the world. The incredible
Probe IV. (Cd. 15).

Bemng a leader in all these diverse
technologies can pay immense dividends
for a company whose mam pursuit is build-
Ing cars, trucks and tractors.

It gives us invaluable knowledge and in-
sight enabling us to build more sophisticated
and efhciently performing vehicles. And stay-
ing on the leading edge of these technologies

not only helps us build better vehicles today,

but it assures that we can and will
build better vehicles tomorrow.




