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KURTIS BLOW
"Ego Trip”

Kurtis Blow has given us an
olbum every yeaor since 1980, and
he's back with his latest, “Ego
Trip.”

As you would expect, it's more
ct his own brand of hip-hop rap-
ping with that ever-present funky
beat.
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Blow's been at it for years. In
the mid-70's he wus a ropping

emcee ot Small's Paradise and
other places throughout his
native Harlem. In December
1979. he released his tirst 12-inch

single on Mercury, "Christmas
Rappin’.”

Here's a little trivio about
“Christmas Rappin’ ": the 12-inch
sold over a half million copies. It

THE SHOWPLACE ATKINGS DOIMINON

: IRENE GARA

was later re-issued under the ti-

tle “Ropping Blow.” The record
was also re-released in

December, 1980 and December,
1981.

A shortened version of the
song appeared as the opening
cut of his first album, “Kurtis
Blow,” in 1980, ond onother
shortened version of the song ap-
peared as the flip side of the
“Daydreamin’ “ 7-inch single in
1983.

And how could we forget his
other big 12-inch smash in 1980,
“The Brecks?

Kurtis has also had other hits
on the R&B charts such as
“Tough,” "“Party .Time,” and
“Nervous.”

Kurtis hos also kept himself
busy as a producer—records that
he has produced include “You

Gotta Believe" by Love Bug Star-

sky, and ‘Fat Boys" by the Disco
3

| To add to the fun of his latest
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album, the words to all the songs
appear on the back of the album
cover.

The album opens with “Eight
Million Stories,” the first single.
The song's title comes from the
introduction to the vintage TV
cop show “Noked City.” The beat
never lets up for a moment, and
guest rappers Run-D.M.C. (“It's
Like That,” “30 Days”) put in @
guest appearance. Could be his
biggest social commentary rap
yet.

If you like scratching (as peo-
ple who buy records by Malcolm
Mclaren And The World's
Famous Supreme Team obvious-
ly do), Kurtis introduces deejay
A.J). as he works the magic turn-
tobles on “A. J. Scratch” (A. J. is
Aaron O'Bryant).

“Fallin’ Back In Love” is the
slow number here, written by
Oran “Juice” Jones, who also
wrote “‘Daydreaomin’.” He ain't no
Teddy Pendergrass, that's for
sure.

This is the most solid Kurtis
Blow album since his debut. The
drum-machine-produced street
beat is one of the current trends
in dance-music records; this new
Kurtis Blow album is a perfect ex-
ample. 100% jom for rap lovers
only.

Other cuts: ""Basketball ”
“Under Fire,” "I Can't Take It No
More,” "Ego Trip.”

Kurtis Blow

with Michael McDonald (| Keep
Forgettin’ (Every. Time Youre
Near),” “Ydh Mo B There"”). Ralph
is the one who has acquired gold
LPs and Grammy awards for such
recordings as "The Path” and
"Calypso Breakdown.”

Did you know that Ralph also
wrote big hits for Roberta Flack,
namely “Killing Me Softly” ond
“Where Is The Love”? Ralph also
co-produced Grover Washing-
ton's platinum “"Winelight”
album, the one in which Bill

Withers sang the smash "Just The.

Two Of Us.”

The first single from Ralph’s
latest album finds Ralph and Bill
teaming up again—the song is
titled “In The Name Of Love."” All

of the elements that made ''Just
The Two Of Us"” a big hit are pre-

|l'.1
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‘Oford Blues’: A Dreath

Of Fresh Air

When a brash young American
boy sets his sights on attending
England’s prestigious Oxford
University in order fo romance o
titled British noblewoman he has

never met, get ready for a clash
of cultures and personalities

titled “"Oxford Blues.”
Blue-eyed teen heartthrob Rob

Lowe portrays Nick D'Angelo, a

University of Nevada student

who parks cars for extra cash at
the Dunes Hotel in Las Vegas. He

becomes obsessed with .the
beauty of Amanda Pays, the
noblewoman. who he has ad-

mired in magozine photographs.
Thanks t¢ an amorous divorcee,
Lady Luck ot the Vegas gaming
tables and the assistance of com-
puter sabotage to advance his
name on Oxford’'s waiting list, he
finagles his way into Oxford.

But his independent, me-
generation attitude puts him at

odds with the group—first
dynamics of Oxford life, and his.
obvious pursuit of Miss Pays, who
is the fiancee of one of Oxford's
BMOC's (big men on campus) do
little to help the “ugly American”

Kool Jazz Festival

(Continued from pege J)

lington tunes like “Mood Indigo”,

festival will resume at 8:00 p.m.
with the Duke Ellington Or-

“Caravan”’, "Toke the ‘A’ Train" or
"Satin Doll.”

win friends among “his British
peers. Only his extraordinary
talent for rowing (which is ap-
parently as big with English col-
lege kids as is football in the
U.S.) and the affection of onother
American student (Ally Sheedy)
ond his British roommate that get

" him through and help him learn

the importance of putting others

before himself at times.
Not a bad story, and “"Oxford

Blues”’ covers some territory
rarely seen in commercial films
today. The cinematogrophy by
John Stanier of the English coun-
tryside 1is breathtakingly
beautiful at times as he renders

the Oxford setting in almost
dreamlike terms. The British per-
formers are uniformly excellent,

-especially Julion Sonds os Miss

Pays’ aristocratic fionce, despite
Writer/Director Robert Boris’
tendency to push _ the

charocterization of the Oxford
aodministrators almost fo
caricature.

The wedk links in "Oxford
Blues” are the American leads,
Lowe and Miss Sheedy. While
Lowe is extremely photogenic
(he looks as if he was born be-
tween the pages of GQ

magazine), he simply lacks the
depth as an actor to carry off his
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role as the determinadly in-
dividualistic, % ONNOYy-

:zlh!'m de for Johh Trovolta
who has made a career of play-

“ing brash outsiders and is more

adept ot conveying several levels
of thought with his face. Same
blue eyes — but a much better

actor. And Miss Sheedy twitches
her face so much that she makes
you nervous just watching her.
Still, the Americans don't com-
pletely destroy the impact of
“"Oxford Blues"” which is a rather .
gnjoyable respite from horror
films, teen sex comedies und
Clint Eastwood slasher-films

£ 2
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; Mm“cmmAT 7 pam.-10 p.m. RALPH MACDONALD “"Park Plaza” recllls Ralph's
1 Contact "Universal Rhythm" earlier calypso style and "Play

Ms. Joconda Barnes Pen” is an uptempo percussion

728-7601 ch |
Treat Yourselt And Your Kids G:LCZ:\G drv:nhr:f: features Steve

To A Weekend Of Fun At The Other cuts: "Theme From The

Shoke & Skate Roller Rink Outcasts (Another Time, Another
MATINEE HOURS Place),” "“Universal Rhythm. "

Saturdays | p.m.-4 p.m, J | s 1
Admission $2.50 $1.,00 Trodewinds,” “(It’s) The Game.

Skates
Fomily Day Special
Sundays | p.m.-4 p.m.
Family of 4 Admission &
Skates For Only $6.00
$ave $8.00
Regular Admission $2.50
$1.00 Skates
INNER CITY BOWLING
BOWL ' GAME GET | FREE

MONDAY OR THURSDAY
9 p.m. — Closing
W.THIS COUPON -

Conteoct
Mr. Milton Jones
728-7607(08)

chestra under the leadership of
his son, Mercer, o talented
trumpet player, composer ond

Wrapping uvp the festival on
Sunday night, Ray Chorles will be
dominating the stage as he sings
arranger in his own right. ““Georgia on My Mind,” "Oh,
Mercer who was overshadowed What A Beautiful Moming” and
by the towering talents of the - other tunes that he has become
Duke for mony yeors, has always.  associated with over the years.
managed to do his own thing in- * Hopefully, Ray will find time fo
cluding forming @ bdnd that sing the songs that originolly
featured trumpeters Dizzy bBrought him to the national ot-
Gillespie and Clork Terry ploying  fention, especially "What'd |
Billy Strayhorn arrangements. He . Say”. Opening the show for Mr.
was olso the band leader on  Charles will be the All That Jozz
Carmen McCrae's debut album  Swing Orchestra, the Baltimore
and recently served as lho con- aggregation that won the 2nd an-
ductor of a 21-piece orchestra for . nual Jazz Quest competition
the Broadway hit “Sophisticated  which was held August 5 ot Pier
Ladies”. During Saturday night's 6.
concert, Mercer . will be backing
vocalists Joe Williams and
Rosemary Clooney. Never-
theless, it is a certainty that
Mercer will find time fo lead the
orchestra through @ few Duke El-

“TURN OUT

Performing Arts Center
announces the

GRAND OPENING

of Its NEW LOCATION
2424 N. Charles Street
—Join Our—

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION

Monday, Sept. 10 ¢ 9 AM. -9 P.M,
Also introducing a New Dancewear Shop

(LY

‘ “"Universal Rhythm” is Ralph
. ngs MacDonald’'s latest album, his
¥, ® ® - debut on Polydor.
%mmlon The first thing | have to tell you
t about Ralph MacDonald is that

you shouldn't get him confused

Tickets for the Kool Jazz

Festival are $10.00 for pavilion
seatirg and $5.50 for cabaret and

lawn seating, A discount

package of $25.00 for the entire
festival is also available.

Get your concert tickets in advance at any
Ticket Center location, including Hecht Lo.
stores, or at Kings Dominion the day of the show.
dark admission is required.

he Best in the West !

mue ‘
Don't you think you owe yourself a
trip to the Lexington Market?

s You'll always find special, low prices on
top-quality foods from every merchant
when you shop the West Market at
Lexington Market.

And you'll discover even lower prices
when you visit the West Market from
September 1-15. Cdme in and enjoy
the best in the West!

NIGHT LIFE GUIDE

Open Mon.-Set. 8§ AM-2AM
Sun 6 AM-2AM
SUNDAY BREAKFAST SHOW
8 AM Upstoirs lounge

WEST
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S/ JURKE
\“ ", 500 West Lexington Street

Baltimore. Maryland 21201

Pete's Place Bar & Lounge
322 N. Freaklimtown Rd. (@t Frenklin)

DISCO Dancing Fri. & Sot. Open Thue-Fri & Sat 9.2
Oldies but f‘:oo‘dpu Sund:uy 5 P.M. - Until Vine B0, 68 Sohhunad ““" .l'ﬂ
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