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Are Dlack Shows Losing Their Umph? Yes!

Remember last week | gave
you a little bit of trivia on Bill
Cosby? Okay, well here is some
more, but not on Cosby. What do
Sherman Hemsley and Robert

Guillome have in common. Aside
from the obvious, smarty! Well

Hemsley (George Jetferson) ond
Guillome (Benson DuBois) both
appeared in the road company
version of Purlie! when it toured

in the Seventies. Hemsley played
the Uncle Tom charocter Gitlow

ond the debonair Guillome was
the Rev. Purlie Victorious.

Now here's another answer fo
the some question. Both have
found themselves ‘white washed’
in homogenized sitcoms. Both
Benson and The Jeftersons were
“spinoffs,” that is, they were
developed after the charocters
first made a strong showing In

another major sitcom. For
George Jetferson it was ALL IN

THE FAMILY. George and Lovuise
Jetferson were neighbors of the
Bunkers. Remember. No one was
blacker than George Jetterson.
With him it was, 'honky’ this, and
‘'white boy that.’ He was bold, he

S

;. -‘:Il'

il ¥

. _ ; v
] .'.‘ ': " m -
R ) ®

[y
i
¥ !
‘»
¥

™
£l |

e O S
- R R o
L . . . T L] o

was relentless, he was a pain in
the . . ..

As time went on we got fo
know him. We realized that he
was a struggling business man,
with a string of cleaning stores,
a son in college and a mortgage.
lovise was o woarm and
understanding woman of in-

telligence and depth. Then, they
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started movin' on up. When the
Jeffersons first arrived in “that

deluxe opartment in the sky”
they sti!l had their culture.
George used to give Bentley
'‘five.” He collously reterred to
Jenny, the daughter of their in-
terracial neighbors, as a ‘zebra.’
He brought his widowed mother
to live with him, much to Louise’s
chagrin, but very much in keep-
ing with what we do as a people.

After the death of his mother
(played by Zora Cully), the Jeffer-
sons got a maid. The arrival of
Florence (Marla Gibbs) marked
the first change in The Jelfer-
sons. They also had afother ac-
tor poriray Lionel for o while,
then the first Lionel returned to
marry Jenny ond thot drew
George and Tom Willis more
togethec. All of a sudden Louise
is wearing designer clothes and
designer wigs and George is in

. tailered svits and Gucci loafers.

He hasn't said honky in years
(which is probably just as well).
But he also seems to have lost all

' senge of where he came from

and even more important where
he is going. |

Is it possible thot George and
Lovise had to "become white” in-

- order for the jokes with Florence
« 40 work? Florence then became

the personification of the inner
city black experience. if it were
not for the presence of Flgrence
the story lines for The Jefler.
sons covld be interchanged with
those 7n The Newhert Show,
because the Jeftersons have

Benson is an evéh mor
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- Talking TV

which he lives. Now that's Affir-
mative Action. He also has little
hint of Benson's background, ex-
cept that he is from Baltimore,

somewhere. Protests by John

Amos and Esther Rolle, when the
network refused to keep the
black experience in GOOD
TIMES, caused them fo first write

Amos out of the series and later
cancel it altogether.

Maybe the networks feel thot
the public wants to see black ac-
tors, but not a slice of black life.
Maybe the Jeffersons really do
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“ond _ DIFFERENT
STROKES? Those kids reolly have
the little kids wafching at home
confused. Webster had a chance
to go and live with his Uncle Phil
(Ben Vereen), but-opted to go
and live with George and Ma’'om.
Arnold has o new little brother
who is into country and western
music. Now those ore really dif-
ferént strokes. Oh, well, it's on-
ly moke believe. Right? .. ..

Right?

& Arena Players’

“Little Miss Dreamer™:
an uneven product

By R. B. Jones

“Little Miss Dreamer,” the cur:
rent production ot the Arena
Playhouse, is a dream deferfed.
Its potential as an evéning of
rousing theater is never realized

despite o premise that could
have illuminated the legend of
Bessie Smith, the Empress of the
Blues.

The play takes place on a night
in 1925 when Bessie Smith is on
the verge of stardom. She is
undergoing a crisis in self-
confidence in the dressingroom
of o seedy
Philodelphia. She is drinking
heavily to fortity herself as she

prepares to perform before o
northern oudience for the first

time. While she is ruminating,
her brother Clarence appeors
and takes her back into the past
to view pivotal moments in her
lite.

After viewing those moments,
Bessie goes on stage ond bowls

over the audience. She is a star:

and the play ends with Bessie
Smith-and Ma Rainey triumphant-
ly singing together.

The play syffers from an even-
ness-and aon ombiguity aof

character development aond -

motivation. It is never explained
why Bessie Smith's chance ot
stardom hinges on performing
well at this theater which is ad-
mittedly a dump? The character
has alreddy admitted to having
toured with Ma Rainey and on the

TQB}A circuit which was a season-

iNg “process
entertainers.
Bessie hos been a great suc-
cess singing all of her life, so
there is really no reason for her
10 doubt herself so deeply, unless
someane who could help or hurt

for black

: black friends. | + *. “her caoreer greatly was in the au-

theater  in-

to the play. He is clearly super-
natural or on Hlusion created by

Bessie's drinking.. He con move

the furniture, speak to the
theater owner and toke Bessie
back into the past. Yet she never
indicates whether her brother is
dead or not.

Mo Rainey is portroyed, but
there is never a clear differentio-
tion between her style ond
career ond Bessie's. Ma Rainey
was an entertainer who bridged

/the gop between touring tent

minstrel shows and the clossic

" blues _singer who was a female

singer who bridged the gap be-

“tween the rural blues singer ond

the nightclub torch singer.
The.play seems to be more of

an outline thon a finished work.

The second half consists entirely

_of Bessie and Ma Roingy singing
.on stage. There is no dramatic
-development, just a mini concert.

" the dromatic ond musical

pérformances were excellent,
“they could salvage the show, but

‘the performonces were generol-

ly lackluster. Bernodine Mitchell

‘enough to truly canvey the stor
- presence that wos Bessie Smith.
/She is also not intimidating

‘enough.

The other chorocters were por-
trayed adequately, but there wos

‘o flotness and o-lock of excife-

.

=

“Little Miss Dreamer” by Ed

Shockley could have been o rous-
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(HBO) BEST LEGS

comedy about & SUOCCE

has the chance 1o realizé his &
fantasies about & bpaulit
schooimate. Stars ' Tim Matheson,
Annette O'Toole, Kathryn Harrold and
Jim Belushi. o

NATIONAL #C ‘“The

Living Sands Of Namib’ Upus L
and stranga creatures have adepted Yo
the intense heat of the -

Wicked Witch th
rvin Halloween by not
moon on her broomstick. '
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4BO) ““The Golden Seal’ (1983) Steve

Railsback, Penelope Milford. A legend-
ary goiden seal appears off the Aleutian
islands, becoming thé quarry of huntersy
until & brave boy finds and protects the
rare mammal, ‘PG’

w1

00—
(%) “The San Pedro Bums” (1977) Jaffry

Druce. John Mark Robinson, Five young <

men with more freedom than fundc share
a battered boat in California.

@ "Where It's At" {(1969) David
Janssen, Rosemary Forsyth. After

resisting, an vy Leaguef learns his
father’'s nightclub business and

becomes a ruthliess manager.

(HBO) “'Still Of The Night" (1982) Roy
Scheider. Meryl Streép. A psyohiatrist
becomes increasingly involved with &
mysterious woman who was the mistress

of a murdered patient. ‘PO’
090 =~
080) “Jimmy The Kid‘a' (1982) ?;r}
Coleman, Paul LeMat. crir.d-
lmeul
8. 30—
"€ Macon's Run” (1983)
John Schneider, Kirk Douglas. An
escaped criminal becdmes the quarry of
pruthlon law otﬂcqr. ‘PG -
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crew tags & whale and fracke
visit to Gallaudet College, .the worid's
only libéral arts college for tho deaf. (R)

. e ~dlefce. This element was missing |
phenomengl story. Net only lios from the ploy. There was no ',
"he gotten .younger “in his ‘8id ' -reason for the brother 1o take her
show, but he has gone from the  back into'the past to induce her
wise-cracking butier on Soap to 46 reach for stardom. e
nor of that mysterious state in’ -was another ambiguous slement
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