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Things certainly aren’t like they used to be
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For many black college athletic pro-
grams, life one step from the big time
has been little more than guilt by
association.

When the National Collegiate
Athletic Association created Division
I-AA seven years ago, the idea was to
give some not-ready-for-prime-time
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schools a league of their own. Many of
the top black colleges jumped at the
idea. Grambling went for it, and so did
Florida A&M, Jackson State and a
couple dozen others.

Has the move been worth it? Pro-
bably not. Seven years later, many of
the black college teams in Division
I-AA are over their heads in debt and
hardly able to field competitive teams
except in football. Futhermore, some
of the harsh business practices of the
larger schools have rubbed off on
many of the black colleges, and life In
black college athletics is not nearly as
congenial as before.

Those are harsh realities that we
would normally associate with some of
the larger, money-grubbing schools,
but that kind of an attitude is rubbing
off on some black colleges.

With the move from Division Il and
into the higher classification, black col-
lege athletics has become a cold-
blooded business. The spirit of
cooperation that once made black col-
lege athletics unique has disappeared,
having been done in by a desperate
need to fund $3 million budgets and
satisfy the requirements of Division
I-AA.

More and more black college teams
are succumbing to the pressure. Ten-
nessee State won every game it played
last football season and seemed headed
for the Division 1-AA playoffs and a
possible national championship. Then
a not-so-funny thing happened. The
day before the playoff teams were to be
selected, Tennessee State officials
revealed that 14 of the school’s players
had been ineligible to participate dur-
ing the season, either because of
academics or because their eligibility
had expired.

Alabama State fell into a similar
trap. It was recently learned that about

a dozen of that school's players per-

formed this season even though they
were ineligible. Alabama State even
went so far as to allow the players to
perform under false names, in hopes of
keeping their true identities from op-
posing teams as well as the NCAA.
Of course, it is possible that teams
such as Alabama State and Tennessee
State would break the rules regardless

of what divison they were in. But it ap-
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North Carolina A&T's Don Corbett (left): Bothered that some of his fellow black college coaches helped N.C.
State prepare for his team (photo by Brian Branch-Price).

pears that the pressure to win is getting
out of hand for some black colleges.

Not only are some black schools
starting to break the rules, but some
are walking around with their noses
pointed to the heavens. Because it is
not chic for them to lose to Division 1}
teams, many of the black schools in
Division 1-AA now shun some of their
former rivals.

It wasn’t long ago that handshakes
were enough for black college teams,
but now dogged negotiations and
lengthy contracts are needed 1o
schedule a game.

Perhaps this is good. Perhaps we
now live in a day of dog-eat-dog, where

every school must fend for itself,
regardless of its fellow institutions.
Still, the most glorious days for black
college teams appear to have passed.
Something is missing.

Former Florida A&M football
Coach Jake Gaither, one of the winn-
ingest coaches of all time, remembers
when things weren’t so complicated.

“I think there are a lot of things that
have accounted for what has happen-
ed,” Gaither said. “‘l think the fact
that black schools in Division I-AA are
gradually moving in with three or four
white schools on their schedule has a
lot to do with the way things are now.
It has gotten to the point where I an
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concerned about the perpetuation of
black colleges in athletics. If we keep
on doing away with our tradition, what
are we going to have left?”’

Gaither, now 79, points to the
Orange Blossom Classic as an example
of unhealthy change. When Florida
A&M was a Division I school, the
Classic was a premier football game,
played at the end of every season.
FAMU was always the host team, and
a black college was selected as its oppo-
nent.

Gaither remembers those days with
fondness. “‘Every year,”’ he said, “we
would have one of the top-ranked
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Had enough of that lucrative silliness called col-
lege bow! games? Well, so has our fearless colum-

nist, who tells why in this month’s Instant Replays.
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They don't make wide receivers anymore like
Grambling alumnus Charlie Joiner, who hums

along in pro football's no man’'s land like a fine-
tuned Mercedes.

THINGS SURE AREN'T LIKE
THEY USED TO BE

By BARRY COOPER
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Nothing, says Delaware State Coach Joe Dean
Davidson. The writers and his féllow coaches just

did a poor job of forecasting when they picked his

young team to end A&T's reign as the MEAC's
bigwig.
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