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Albany State weathers a storm to take title
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Entering this basketball season, all
Ernest Lee of Clark College wanted

was to improve his scoring average by Russell Ellington, Savannah State’s

four points a game. What he didn’t
plan on was leading the nation in scor-
ing for all divisions of college basket-
ball.

Lee, a sophomore, admits his 34.]
average is somewhat surprising. He
averaged 21.4 points as a freshman. *’l
shot a little more this year,”’ he says
with a devilish grin in explaining his
point production increase. One reason
for that increase was that Clark had
seven freshmén on its roster this year.
With a young team, Lee said, ‘‘Many
times we'd get into foul trouble and |
was one of the few people we had to go
to.”

Clark’s Panthers went to Lee quite
often this year. He totaled 927 points

powers, particularly on the West
Coast. But because of a 1.9 grade point
average, nobody offered him a scholar-
ship.

Disappointed, Lee was out of
organized basketball for one year and
came to Atlanta to visit his mother two
summers ago. ‘‘l liked the city, so |
stayed,”’ he said. Still, his desire to
play basketball remained strong.

That’s when he came in contact with
Pritchett. Lee wanted to play in a sum-
mer basketball league hosted by Clark.
A friend of his mother’s recommended
that he talk to Pritchett about getting
on one of the teams.

Pritchett asked one of the league’s
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‘“The way things have happened, that’s how I would want them to
happen again. | wouldn’t want to be anywhere else. "’
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in 27 games and shot 55.6 percent from
the field.

The 6’3", 205-pound guard is excep-
tionally strong. He looks more like an
NFL running back and loves to drive
the lane, which he says is the essence of
his game.

Lee learned to play the game that
way on the playgrounds of Sacramen-
to. Calif., where ““‘you had to be able
to handle the ball to play.”” His ag-
gressive style put him on the free throw
line a lot. He went to the line 299 times
this year, converting 215 of those for a
71.9 percentage. Lee is quick to add
that his average would’ve been higher
with more concentration on free throw
shooting. He feels he can consistently
sink 80 percent of his free throws.

Most scoring leaders are notorious
for not passing, but Lee doesn’t fit that
mold. He was a point guard at John
Kennedy High School in Sacramento
and came up with a game-winning
assist when Clark defeated Norfolk
State, then rated number two among
NCAA Division Il schools at the time.

“We called time out in the closing
seconds of that game,’’ recalls Robert
Pritchett, Clark’s head basketball
coach. ‘“We designed a play especially
for Lee. He got the ball, was covered
and made an excellent pass to an open

team coaches to let Lee play some as a
personal favor. Lee remembers not get-
ting to play too much. *‘I was sitting on
the bench and after watching, | knew |
could play with those guys.”

Lee finally got his chance to play a
few minutes and Pritchett watched
‘““for about a minute.’”’ At that point,
the Clark coach told the summer
league coach to take Lee out so he
could talk to him.

The two talked about Lee’s high
school grades, the Clark basketball
program and the close-knit environ-
ment at the school. Lee decided to sign
with Clark that same day,

And since then, Lee has had no
regrets about attending Clark. ‘““The
way things have happened, that's how
| would want it to happen again. |
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.”

Lee says the family-type environ-
ment is one reason he chose Clark
because people see him as more than a
basketball player. He’s also improved
his grade point average each semester
at Clark. He now has a 2.3 GPA as a
mass communications major.

The nation’s top gunner closed out
the regular season by scoring 60 points
against Benedict College to set a new
school single game scoring record.
That game showed how well Lee is ac-
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finals of the Southern Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference Basketball Tour-
nament that Albany State appeared
destined to finish as bridesmaids.

But like the Ram truck of TV com-
mercial fame, the Albany roundballers
performed their best under the most
difficult of circumstances, prevailing
79-76 over Savannah State in Atlanta.

The victory was not an easy one for
Coach Oliver Jones’ team. They were
in danger of being blown out near the
end of the first half, trailing the Tigers
48-38.

The Rams refused to fold, though.
“We didn't fall apart when we were
down by 10,” Jones said. ‘“We made
some corrections (at the half), changed
our defense and went to the press.”’

Full court defensive pressure was the
difference for Albany, Jones said.
Defensive harassment by Patrick

“I“thought they (the Tigers) were

shooting jump shots because we

weren’'t making them get tired,’”” Jones

explained about the defensive adjust-

ment. ‘“When a team gets tired, they
don’t shoot that well. We closed down
the inside, made them speed up their
game and when we got the ball, we ran
our own tempo.”’

Running at their own pace, the Rams
outscored the Tigers 41-28 in the se-
cond half. Albany’s inside game finally
got untracked as they were nullified by
Savannah’s swarming inside defense In
the first half.

Chamberlain Campbell and Jerome
Reeves powered the inside for the
Rams, who enjoyed a big size advan-
tage over the smaller Savannah club.
Campbell ignited the second-half com-

For most of lD‘w!esl. Savannah
State seemed pois take the tourna-
ment title. Albert Miller held their fast
break that operated in overdrive.
Gregory Hillman and Charlie Askew it
up the scoreboard from the outside,

combining for 33 of the Tigers' 48
first-half points.

But with less than four minutes left
to play in the game, Albany began to
surge. Askew had only six points in the

last half, and Hillman, who was

scoreless in that stanza, fouled out.

With 1:57 to go, the Rams led 77-75
as Miller drove the lane and dished off
to Calvin Laing, who was fouled. La-
ing made the first shot and Jones called
time. The ploy worked as Laing missed
the second free throw. The Rams got
the rebound; Campbell was fouled. He

WILMA RUDOLPH'S
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS:

Combine the following ingredients:
O Talent OPotential OHard work U Training ODiscipline

Mix the above together. Then add the following in equal

amounts:

OGoal setting OTenacity LJThe will to win

Blend all the ingredients well and allow 18 years to mature.
Cover the above mixture with large portions of love,

understanding and encouragement.
For best results, serve while young.
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head coach, was philosophical about
the loss. ‘““We just had a few bad
breaks. We fouled at the wrong times
and turned the ball over,”’ he said.
“We just didn’t play with the same in-
tensity and they were able to get the
ball inside. Their big men did a good
job. That'’s just the breaks of the
game."’

Campbell was the leading scorer for
Albany followed by Wright with 17.
Bradford and Reeves added 14 and 12
points, respectively.

For Savannah, Askew was tops with
24 points, with Laing scoring 21.
Hillman finished with 15 and Wille
Jones had 10.

Craig T. Greenlee is the editor of
Sports Express in Atlania.
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teammate under the basket to win the cepted by his teammates. They all went Lee's explosiveness and quick release make him a difficult man to de-
game.”’ out of their way to give him the ball so  fend (photo by Craig T. Greenlee).

= APt L he could break the record.
| Had he been egotistical,’’ Pritchett received had he gone to a major glory or not, glory has a way of finding
said, ‘‘he would’ve tried to win the Lee, the Southern Intercollegiate school. ‘‘I don’t miss it,”’ he explains, him.

game with a shot. But, being unselfish, Athletic Conference’s Player of the ‘“‘because I’'m not a glory hound.”
he opted to pass off to a teammate for  Year this season, says he doesn’t miss Craig T. Greenlee is the editor of
a higher percentage shot. That showed the media attention he would have But regardless of whether Lee seeks  Sports Express in Atlanta.
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Today, Wilma Rudolph represent’s Wonder Bread and Hostess
Cakes. makers of the nation’s most popular baked goods brands. As
such, she visits schools, public events and supermarkets to talk with
people about success and the need to inspire youngsters to seek
personal achievement. Since they are our future, into their hands
the torch will pass . . .




